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MTDC would develop world-class water tounsm centre
at Koyna (Shiv Sagar)*
*~ Chief Minister Eknath Shinde*
*MoU between MTDC and MKVDC* An MoU
(Memorandum of Understanding) was signed (&
between Maharashtra Tourism Development [
Corporation (MTDC) and Maharashtra &
Krishna Valley Development Corporation |

tourism at Shiv Sagar water reservoir in

Munawale (Tehsil Javli, District Satara). Chief Minister Eknath Shinde graced the ceremony
of signing the agreement. The MoU signing ceremony held at Vidhan Bhavan was attended
by deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar, state excise minister and Satara district guardian minister
Shambhuraj Desai, additional chief secretary to the water resources department Deepak
Kapoor, secretary to the department Jayashree Bhoj, MTDC managing director Shraddha
Joshi-Sharma, deputy secretary to water resources department Atul Kapole, MTDC advisor
Sarang Kulkarni. It was informed during the ceremony that this project would provide direct
indirect employment to more than five thousand persons and would result in turnover of more
than 100 crores through tourism. *Area blessed with natural beauty* There is a big opportunity
for developing water tourism at Shiv Sagar reservoir and the Koyna backwater and Javli
area is blessed with Sahyadri ranges along with dense forest, virgin river banks and rich bio-
diversity. The water tourism facility would be developed with an aim to provide employment
opportunities to the local people along with overall development of the area. MTDC is expected
to spend around Rs. 45.38 crores for this project. Maharashtra has a coastline of 720 Kms
with pollution-free river banks and small as well as big water reservoirs at many places. There
is big scope to develop water tourism which would result in employment opportunities for
the local people coupled with increasing the local economy size. The Scuba diving project
of international standards was started at Sindhudurg by MTDC which resulted in attracting
tourists in a big way. Nashik Boat club would be run by the MTDC and boat club is popular
amongst the tourists. It also increased the number of tourists from Guijarat to Nashik as well as
to Mumbai, Pune, Thane as well. Taking this experience in account, the state government has
taken a policy decision of implementing innovative and world-class water tourism projects.
As a result of this project, the tourists visiting Mahabaleshwar, Wai and Panchgani would
tum to Koyna water reservoir which would lead to increasing the stay of the tourists boosting
the rural economy. It was also informed during the ceremony that it would give employment
opportunities to local people which would be of permanent nature and would also create
business opportunities. *First ever Scuba diving centre in river water in the country* This
project would include various infrastructure facilities and water tourism facilities. A huge
pavilion, conference hall, swimming tank, firs scuba diving facility in river water in the country,
big cruise boat in sea ferrying ride which can house more than 100 tourists and can enjoy
breakfast as well as meals on this cruise would be created. During the sea ferry ride, the
tourists would be able to enjoy Sahyadri ranges, green forests and forest life.
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Shahpur-Kandi
dam project
almost complete,
will benefit J&K,
Punjab: Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDILA
JaAM MU, FEBRUARY 20

THE SHAHPUR-KANDI damm
Pproject is mearing con pleciom
and will bemnefit four districts of
S amnd Kas humnir amd Puam aib,
Uniom Minisver Jitendra Simgsh
said on Thursday. He also crati-
Cised the prewihowes SOoAVeE rmImenes
o igmornimg the progect for four
decades. On Seprember 8, 2018,
K and Pungab sigsmned an agree—
ment for resurming work omn the
Shahpur-Kandi dam project.
wwihsch has been hanging fire for
thee last 40 years.

Thhe propect omvoe oormgale bed
o icd el revcihuooe thve guuesarvrusm
of India™s share of Rawvi waters
flow ingz into Pakistan. “vWhat is
the imporcansce of rhis paogect?
Theve story begims im 190 wwivemn
the Indus Watrter Treaty WwWas
signeaed e rwwe e the rhemn
Pakastan president Mobhamrmead
Agrub Khan and the then Prime
Mimvister Jawahar Lal Nehorwu wm-—
der wihich thrmese ( eastes ) rinveers
— Rawi, Sutlcj amnd Beas — were
siwven to India and chree (west-
erm ) rnvers — Simcdd b, Jihvelvrm arcd
Chenalb — wene given to Pakastanm.

“That means we sot the

biggest rivver that was Rawi and
there was a neaed to oonstmesct a
darm o utilise the warer for irri-
gation of land in Kathua and
Samba districrs in Jamoumw and
Kashmir and Gurdaspur and
Pathambkcot im Punjab.” the mim-
isver told reporters an the side—
lirves of a funotion here.
He said icwwill be a tapic ol de-
bate wihy the project. wihich was
poualised in 1990, vwas moT
taken formward for commpletion.
“Probably it was because of wote
bank politics or the ruling parties
wern not willing o develop the
Kandibelr. Tod ay. wihen the prog-
ect is nearing cormgeletion, it will
irmigate 3 500 to <1,000 hectares
off lanu«d in thiis el .7 "Wy wee dle—
liberate by amd for unknoswsn rea-
sons deprived ourselves of the
benefits of the prajects,. whiich
will transfiornm the entire et e
said, addimg the tirme will come
when the coming generations
will ask question:s fiorn their parr-
ents about why their area is
called Kancdl belt.
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DC CORRESPOMDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 29

Mo foolhardy decisions
should be taken at
Medigadda barrage until
the MNational Dam Safety
Aunthority (NDSA) com-
pletes its study as sought
by the state government,
and provides its interim
report on the way forward,
said Sriram Vedire, advis-
er to the Union jal shalkti
minister

Answering gquestions at a
press conference here on
Thursday, Vedire said the
MNDSA team, constituted
on Thursday, would wvisit
the Medigadda, Annaram
and Sundilla barrages
next week. Asked if the Jal
Shaki ministry was aware
of the crises, he said they
came to know only after
the cracking up and sink-
ing of a portion of Medig-
adda barrage came to light
on October 21, 2023,

It (BRS government) was
keeping things hidden. It
was the jal shakti ministry
that took the lead and
rushed a team of NDSA
officials to Medigadda
immediately afterwards,
Vedire noted

Jal shakti adviser warns against
hasty Medigadda barrage use

e

could not inspect the dam-
aged portion as the then
government claimed that
there was water in the
river and that the section
of the barrage could be
reached. All they had to do
was to provide a boat, but
they did not do that,”
Vedire said. He said the
BRS government did not
give all the reports that the
NDSA sought, including
geptechnical reports that
would have provided criti-
cal information on the
strata on which the bar-
rage was built. Without
that, nothing much could
be done. Now, NDSA is
ready to do these studies
on its own, Vedire said.
The government should
give NDSA all the reports
sought, so the team can get
to work immediately. If
this is done, NDSA can
give a preliminary report
in one month, he said.
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Water storage in 607% of reservoirs below 50% of capacity

Suhnminl Ra Mancombu
Chennai

The E Nino weather pattern,
Hketyto dissipate by June 2024,
1 having a telling effect on the
storage in India's 150 major
reservoirs with the water level
dectining forthe 215t weekina
rowan Thursday,

But, more disconcertingly,
nearty 60 per cent of themhave
water less than 50 per cent of
their capacity, data from the
Central Water Commission
{CWC)show,

According to CWC's weekly
bulltinonlive storage status of
reservoirsthisweek, the levelin
14 States is below normal, Of
the 89 reservoirs where the
storage i less than 50 per cent,
the level in 66 is below 40 per
cent. A majority of these are in
the southern region. Per the

bulletn, the storageinthe -
jor reservoirs declined to
77399 Dillon cubic metres
(BCM), whichis 43 per centof
the 178,784 BCM capacity. Dur:
ingthesameperiod, thestorage
was83 per centandthe average
in the last 10 years was 54 per
cent.

The situation in the north-
em and southem regions is
worrisome with the storage
dropping to 37 per cent and 28
per cent of the capacity
Tespectively.

RESPITEFORNORTH

What s offering hope to the
northern region i the India
Meteorological  Department
(IMD) forecast that an intense
spell of rain, set to begin on
Thursday night, wil contime
tl Sunday with peak nensity
on Friday and Sturda. This i

on aecount of western disturb-

ance turning ito & cyclonic
circulation,

According t the IMD, at
least 63 per cent of 711 dis
tricts, which share weather
dara, experience deficit, large
deficit or no riinfall since the
beginningof 2024,

Whiletanding rabicrops s
pecially in the South, due for
barvest around Aprl, fice
threat, questions now hang
over the i (sammer) cropas
well a timely kharif sowing if
the South-West monsoon does
notset fnon i thisyear.

ELNINO IMPACT
While EI Ninowill kely dissip-
ateby June, La Nina, which will
bring more rin leading to
floods, is predited to emerge
during June-August by various
global weather models.

Inthe southernregion, 31 of
thed2 reservoirs were filled be-

low 50 per cent of capacity. The
storage was 14.991 BCM, which
15 28 per cent (30 per cent last
week) of the 53334 BOM
capacity.

Among the States, only Ker-
alahad 2 per cent above normal
level, while Telangana joined
Tamil Nadu (-20 per cent),
Karnataka (-28 per cent) and
Andhra Pradesh (49 per cent)
among the States with lower
than normal torage.

In the northern region, 9 of
the 10reservoirswere illad less
than 50 percent of the capacity.
The storage level was 7222
BCM, which is 37 per cent (40
per cent) ofthe 19.663BCM.

AN three States — Punjab,
HimachalandRajasthan—Lad
storage below normal with the
level in Punjab and Rajasthan
being 16 per cent and 15 per
cent, respectively,  below
normal.

In the eastern region, 10 of
the 23 reservoirs had storage
lower than 50 percent oftheca-
pacity. The region also has the
WO reservoirs in the country
that are filled to capacity. The
Tevel this week was 54 per cent
(36 per cent) of the 20430
BCMat 11024 BCM.

0f the 49 reservoirs in the
western region, the storage in
22 was less than 30 per cent of
the capacity. Thelevel thisweek
was 53 per cent (35%) of the
37130 BOM capaciyat 19731
BCM. The storage in Maha-
rashra was L1 per cent below
normal

In the central region, the
level in 17 of the 26 reservoirs
was below S0percent of the ca-
pacity. The reservoirs'status in
March wil hinge on how the
weather pans out. The IMDwill
likely issue ite forecast for
Marchon Friday.
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