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he Ministry of Jal Shakti on

Saturday launched the Jal
Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain-
2024’ to optimise rainwater
harvesting and other sustainable
water management practices.
Speaking at the launch of the
campaign here in the national
capital, Minister for Jal Shakti
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
emphasised the pivotal role of
women in water management,
conservation, and sustainabil-
ity. The event themed ‘Nari
Shakti se Jal Shakti, which
marked the fifth edition of the
Jal Shakti Abhiyan, was held at
the New Delhi Municipal
Council Convention Centre.
Under ‘Nari Shakti se Jal Shakti,
the campaign seeks to establish
a strong connection between
women empowerment and the
sustainable management of
water resources, Shekhawat
said. Key highlights of the event

ches Catch

the

note sustainaole
practices

include the screening of a doc-
umentary titled ‘Jal Shakti
Abhiyan 2019 to 2023’- a pub-
lic-led movement marching
towards water security’ and
unveiling of two books - Tal
Shakti Abhiyan: 2019 to 2023’
and "101 Water Champions of
Jal Jeevan Mission and talks by
‘Women Water Warriors.

The campaign aims to cover
water conservation, rainwater
harvesting, geo-tagging of water
bodies, establishment of Jal
Shakti Kendras, intensive
afforestation, and awareness
generation, according to a gov-
ernment statement.
Additionally, the campaign
emphasises on desilting and
cleaning of water bodies, revi-
talising abandoned borewells,
geo-tagging, and mapping of
water bodies, intensified
afforestation in catchment
areas, snow harvesting in hilly
regions, and rejuvenation of
small rivers.
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Zoho Corporation, tweeted
about the water storage ponds on
the company's Guduvanchery
campus; about how they
“caphure” and store raimwater, He
also touched upon his “plan to
swim in it soon” with an emoji,

With the temperature in the
city shooting up, there should he
mare emplayees who would want
to dive into this sprawling pond
spread across 1.3 acres,

The Pond Project at the
Estancta campus was initiated
two vears ago and the results
were evident following last year's
Novernher rains and later,
Cyclone Michaung, In November,
the water level stood at 13 feet,

“During cyclone Michaung, the
water level in the pond rose to
mre than 18 feet, Owing o our
mechanism, there wis no water
logging inside the campus,” says
Praval Singh, vice-president,
marketing and customer
experience, Zoho Com,
Tesponding o questions over
email.

The campus i designed in

The pond at the Estancia campus. PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

such a way that all the water from
the terraces and roads across the
camps s diverted to
underground storage tanks, Once
these tanks are flled to the brim,
the water is then stored in the
pond. When the pond reaches its
full capacity, the cverflow is let
out tothe main stormwater
drainage system,

The provison for outflow s
kept at more than one meter
above Grand Southern Trunk
(GST) road's level, the highway
adjacent to the campus,

In addition to the pond, the
campus also has four wells and
one borewell, The stored water Is
used] for fire hydrants and
domestic use after RO treatment.
“We house thousands of
employees at the Fstancia
campus, and the stored water can
fuliil our domestic requirerment
for three to four days. S, if there
are 25 days of rain in a year, a
maximum of 100 days of water
for domestic use can come from
the stored water.

For the rest of the domestic
use, we use both well and
borewell water. We use treated
sewage water for chillers and
flusshing the water closet," says
Praval,

Zoho believes that raimwater
management should be
incorporated into infrastructure
planning and design fo prevent
wastage, This wil also replenish
the groundwater table, “By doing
this, we believe the
neighbourhood wil no get
flpoded with the water that falls
within the campus during rains,
And in very extreme situations,
the impact of excess rain can be
curtailed,” Praval adds.
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