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DPCC To Find What’s
Behind Yamuna Mess

Concerned As No Improvement Despite STPs

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee in its latest board meeting has said
that a study will be conducted to determine
the sources of pollution in Yamuna, apart
from sewage. The board observed that despi-
te STPs treating 70% of sewage, there hasn't
been considerable improvement in the water
quality of Yamuna.

“The board expressed concern about the
sorry state of pollution in Yamuna. It ques-
tioned as to why purported treatment capaci-
ty and its utilization — 70% sewerage being
purportedly treated — is not making a com-
mensurate dent on the water quality of Ya-
muna. The board desired that a study may be
assigned to a suitable institute to analyse the
issues and reveal the truth. The board advi-
sed that protocol of testing samples needs to
be revisited so that the correct position gets
reflected,” said the minutes of DPCC’s 72nd
board meeting. The meeting was held on Feb
20, but its minutes were shared recently.

To ensure proper functioning of Delhi Jal
Board’s sewage treatment plants (STPs), the
board decided that the environmental com-
pensation should be levied on the operator and
the engineers in-charge in case of default in
operating STPs up to the prescribed standard.

Currently; there is a gap of 222 MGD in se-
wage treatment and hence, untreated sewage
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A RIVER FULL OF FILTH

is discharged into Yamuna, according to the
data shared with the high-level committee for
rejuvenation of Yamuna.

In its last board meeting held on Dec 14,
2023, itwasdecided that DPCC will install 10on-
line continuous monitoring stations (OLMS)
in Yamuna to collect real-time data on water
quality. Currently, water samples are collected
manually and analysed only once in a month.
DPCC also planned to procure a mobile labora-
tory van to monitor water samples at various
locations. However, the OLMS will help in de-
terminingthe quality of water ata given time.

Inthe meeting held in Feb, it was informed
that technical specification for OLMS and mo-
bile van have been finalised and submitted for
approval of competent authority and procu-
rement will be done by March this vear.
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The Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme
(PRLIS), which has been
holding out hope for the
water-starved southern dis-
tricts of Telangana, has hit a
major roadblock.

Even as the “further terms
of reference” issued to the
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal-II with the ap-
proval of the Union Cabinet
was viewed as a major vic-
tory for the State for staking
claim for its share of entitle-
ment in Krishna river water,
the process for final clear-
ances has got enmeshed in a
legal tangle.

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy met Union Minister
for Water Resources Gajen-
dra Shekawat on January 4
and made a request to the
Centre for according na-
tional project status for the
PRLIS. Stressing the need
for Central support for the
implementation of the proj-
ect, he appraised the Union
Minister that the drought
conditions could be ad-
dressed by it in 12.30 lakh
acres in six districts of the
State. The Jal Shakti Minis-
ter, however, ruled out the
scope for considering it as a
national project but assured
that the Centre would be
able to bear a major part of
the project cost as per the
guidelines of the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sanchayee
Yojana by including it under
the Accelerated Irrigation
Benefit Programme (AIBP).
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Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy met Union Minister for Water Resources Gajendra Shekawat on
January 4 and made a request to the Centre for according national project status for the PRLIS.

The process calls for a
fresh appraisal of the DPR
and other permissions al-
ready accorded. However,
in a reply to a query raised
by an RTT activist, Inaganti
Ravi Kumar, the Water
Planning and Projects Coor-
dination Directorate of the
CWC has made it clear that
the matter is now sub-judice
and fresh appraisal of the
project could not be carried
out till the KWDT-II deliv-
ered its final award. The di-
rectorate also said the proj-
ect involved the utilisation
of the Krishna river waters.

The task of adjudication
between the States of Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh
regarding the use, distribu-
tion and control of the Kr-
ishna river waters was en-
trusted under the further
terms of reference to the

Tribunal that was consti-
tuted by the Central govern-
ment. The new Terms of
Reference has expanded the
scope of the tribunal. It has
to finalise the project-wise
distribution of water taking
into consideration the enti-
tlement of the existing proj-
ect besides ongoing projects
and the contemplated proj-
ects in both States.

The en-block allocation of
811 TMC made by the
KWDT-I to the undivided
Andhra Pradesh and any ad-
ditional allocation over and
above it made by the tribu-
nal had to be taken into con-
sideration for the purpose.
The share of water allocated
to the erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh by the KWDT-1
that was made available by
the transfer of water from
Godavari  to Krishna

through the Polavaram proj-
ect is also to be taken into
consideration in the process
finalisation, the Central
agency said in its reply to
Ravi Kumar.

In fact, the KWDT-II was
constituted by the Centre in
2004 based on the request of
the riparian States and its
tenure was extended further
after the Telangana came
into existence in 2014. The
tribunal was given further
ToR without specifying a
time frame for fulfilling the
task it was entrusted with.
Andhra Pradesh has been
opposing the new Terms of
Reference. The issue was al-
ready before the SC. The
States fighting for their right
to share of water from Kr-
ishna are uncertain how
long the resolution process
would last.
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