
-if3qL'6,1 WfbtITaq

VTqqfa TW, q{ faedt-110Q04

CABINET SECRETARIAT
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

NEW DELHI - 110004
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ASHUTOSH JINDAL
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

Tel : 011-23012697
Fax : 011-23018470
Email : js,cabinet@nic.in

tI;dad mIld

D.O. No. 1/41/2/2024-Cab.

March 19, 2024

Dear Secretary

Please find enclosed a copy of letter no.
437/6/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024/449 dated 16.03.2024 received from the

Election Commission of India (ECI) regarding General Elections to the Lok Sabha –
2024 and State Legislative Assemblies in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye-elections.

2. As you are aware, with the announcement of the schedule for holding the
General Elections, the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for guidance of the
Political Parties and Candidates have come into force. In the light of this, I am to inform
you that while disposing of the business allocated to your Ministry/Department or
placing proposals for approval of the competent authorities, or announcing their

decisions, etc., it may be ensured that the Model Code and the related instructions are
not violated. I wish to add that the Model Code, related instructions and updates
thereon are available on the website of the Election Commission of India.

iSs LA) 3. In this regard, instructions issued by this office vide OM No. 1/41/1/2016-Cab.

dated 31.01.2017 regarding routing of references to ECI (copy enclosed), and DO no.

1/41/2/2017-Cab. dated 27.12.2018 regarding forms of communications with ECI (copy

enclosed) are also reiterated.

4. May 1 request you that all concerned in your Ministry/ Department/ Attached/
Subordinate offices/ other bodies, etc. may be advised to ensure compliance with the
Model Code/related instructions.

With regards

Yours sincerely,

R4+

1 S. 3. loaN
(Ashutosh Jindal)Ms. Debashree Mukherjee

Secretary,
Department of Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation
New Delhi
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Dated: 16 jh March, 2024

The Cabinet Secretary,
G6verhrhdnt of India,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
Nd-w Delhi.

2: The Chief Secretaries to the Governrnents bf all States and
Chief Secretaries/Administrators of all Union Territorjes.

The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and Union Territories.

Sub: Application of Model Code of Conduct - General Elections to House of the People
(Lok Sabha), 2024 and State Legislative Asiemblies in the States of .Andhra
Prqdesh,;Arhnqchal PFIagi-h, a dis IIi and $ikkiin, all!! certain by,e-eieetidhg :-fig.

t-

3.

n,a'.
-SM .- IJ--''Y

; - - 'halding Gen-dial Eleetidns to Lok'Sabha _a-nd td -the L-egisldti fd Aggemb lids -of tha States -of

\Wb%dh;? Pradesh, AIunacial PradeLh, arisTa did Sik}dm a.nd certain bye-eleiHons CPrJss

N6teg Np. E:CI/PN/23/2024; and No. EC:1/PN/24/2024 both dated j6th March, 2024) £Viilable

at the _Commission’s tvQbsite .– www.edi:gov,in).

Sir,

+\"
2. . - Wjth this announcemdnt'the provisions of the Model Code- of Conduct for the gpidance

of the P61itical Pprties and C4hdidateg havd come ihto force with iarrhediate ef:fedt abd will

be in- force till the .completion of the General ElectionS and bye-elections, mentioned

abdVe. This may be brought to the notice of the Central and all State Governments/Union

Territory Admihistrations, all Ministries/Departments/Offices of.the Union Government and

the State Governments/UniOn Territory AdministrpHons. A Copy of instructions issued by you

to this effect, may be sent to the Commission for its i'nfortnation and rec6rd.

3. Your particular attention is drawn to the provisions of Model Code of Conduct for the

guidance of Political Parties and Candidates and various instructions issued by. the

Commission, which, inter-alia, state that the barty ii'power whether at the Centre or in the
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State or States concerned, shall ensure that no cause is given for any complaint that it has used

its official position for the purpose of-its election cami)aign and in particular:–

(i) (a) The Ministers shall not combine their official visit with electioneering work and

shall not also make use of official machinery or personnel during the elect{oneering

work;

(b). Government transport including official air-crafts, vehicles, machinery and

personnel shq II not be used for furtherance of the interest of the party in power;

(ii) ' Public places such as maidans etc, for holding election meetings, and use ofheijpads for

air-flights in connection with elections shall not be monopolised by the party in power. Other

parties and candidates shall be allowed the use of such places and facilities, on the same term£

and conditions, on which they are used by the party in power;

(iii) Rest houses, dak bungalows or other Government accommodations-in the States/Union

Territories where elections have been announced or are taking place can, be given to the

political functionaries who are provided security by the State in 'Z’ scale or above or equivalent

by varioUs State Governments or the Central Government under provisions of their- laws, on

equitable basis. Thig shall be subject to condition that such accomModation is not already

allotted or occupied by election related officials or the Commission’s Observers. Such political

functionaries shall not carry out any political activity While staying in the Government Guest

Houses/Rest Hodses or other Government accommodation etc.;

(iv) Issue of adve'rtisemqnt at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other

media and the misuse of official mass media during the election periOd for partisan coverage of

political news and publicity regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of

the party in power shall be scrupulously avoided}

(v) Ministers and other authorities shall not sanction grants/payments out of discretionary

funds from the time, elections are announced by the Commission; and

(vi) From the time, elections are announced by Commigsion, Ministers and other authorities

shall not

(a) announce any financial grants, in any forrn or promises thereof; or

(b] (except civil servants) lay foundation stones etc. of projects or schemes of any kind;

or

(c) make any promise of construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities

etc or

2



(d) make any ad-hoc appointments in Governmen E, Public Undertakings eEc, which may

have the effect of influencing the voters in favour of [he party in power.

4. As will be observed from Para 3{Clause iv} above, no advertisement shall be issued in

electronic and print media highlighting the achievements of the Govt. at the cost of public

exchequer. If any advertisement has already been released for telecast/brQadcast or

publication in the print media, it must be ensured that the telecast/broadcast of such ads on

electronic media is stopped forthwith' and that no such ad is published in any newspapers,

magazines, etc., i.e. in print media, from today itself and it should be immediately withdrawn.

5. The instruction of the Commission contained in its letter

No.437/6/1NST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024(MCC ENFORCEMENT) dated 2nd January, 2024 is

available on the Commission’s website at path –“https://www.eci.gov.in/issue-details-

page/instructions" for your information and necessary action. The Commission’s all other

relevant instructions, 'Manual on Model Code of Conduct’ and 'Compendium of Instructions on

Model Code of Conduct’ are also available on the Commission’s website for yOur guidance.

6. , The Commission further directs that there shall be-a total ban on the transfer of all

officers/officials connected with the conduct of the election. These include but are not

restricted to: -

i) The Chief Electoral Officer and Additional/Joint/Deputy Chief Electoral Officers;

ii) Divisional Commissioners;

iii) The District Election Officers, Ret&rning Officers, Assistant Returning Officers and

other Revenue Officers connected with the conduct of election;

iv) OfHcers of the Police Department connected with the management of election, like

range ICis and DIGs, Senior Superintendents of Police and .Superintendents of Police,

Sub-Divisional Police OfHcers like Deputy Superintendents of Police and other

Police officers who are deputed to the Commission under section 28A of the

Representation of the People Act, 1951;

The transfer orders issued in respect of the above categories of officers prior to the

date of announCement but not implemented till date should not be given effect to

without obtaining specific permission from the Commission in this regard;

V)
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vi)

vii)

This ban shall be effective till the completion of the election. The Commission

further directs that the State Governments should refrain from making transfers of

senior officerg who have a role in the management of election in the State;

In those case-s where transfer Qf an officer is necessary on account of adrninistrative

exlgenciesJ the concerned State Government may with full justification approach the

Commission for prior clearance.

7. The receipt of the letter may kindly be ac'knowledged.

Yours faithfully,

8a

{NAVE&DRAN. BEin
SR. PRIN IPAL SECRETARY
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No.1 /41 /1 /2016-Cab

Government of India (Bharat Sarkar)
Cabinet Secretariat (Mantrimandal Sachivalaya)

Rashtrapati Bhawan

Dated January 31st, 2017

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:- Reference received from Election Commission of India. n

/

The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy of Election CornrnissJd'n of
India (ECt) letter No. 437/6/ECI/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2017-MCC&BE/618 dated 27.1.2017
regarding “General Elections to State Legislative Assemblies of Goa, Manipur, Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh & Uttarakhand – Model Code of Conduct”, enclosing therewith a copy of

instructions of the ECt contained in letter No. 437/6/ 1NST/2014-CC&BE dated 23.4.2014._ Pq

2. It is requested that the contents of above letters may be disseminated to all
concerned for strict compliance

a

a
.S['

/

/
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Enct: as above

jo+J,)
(Deepti Uimashankar}

Joint Secretary
Tel: 23019170

/

/

/

All Secretaries to the .Government of India
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Eiection Canrnlission of india

Ilo . {:iF/6/EC!/;'!F-„iST/£f ti?aCT//iACL/2C17-'fE.4C::&Bf
ic,

di'8
noted: 27-1 iono OFy, ::GI

The Cobinei Se£retcv
Cobinet SeCretcfi€=!

Rash{ror}cti gl)a*,’b„on,

f*{e=„/.-Delhi

Ceflira! Eluian£ tcl Stc:ti Lc-gis! abye ,A£qe=Li:e£ -or Goal 'i&;iCnipUI, FuN:rb,

?rodesh & t)HQrakhoncI - Model Code of ConJLid - Regarding
sabip;!:- - UtTo:

Sir ,

! llnl Ii!-did jo state tv,, ih the an!)c,uncarre Ai of schedule {or electlorts of above refeKe£i

};vc pc! I hour ici States on 4th ianuqry,2017, the provisions of he Made?i Code of qonduct hove come

in ford& and this was in tirna}ed in yiu vida EC.! letter dc jed gi lanb:cV,2017. Thi provisions ot \'I\!=C

and various ins}rucfions issued by the Cplrlmi3 siOn, !!rier. a}!a, pro*,’icges that - the party ih pax’er

WIIitIl&r c,} the C.barra! or in the. S tote or S Fates conce-roe J, $?©!! ensure' that.no cou58 bo gjven for

any coluP Joint that it uses its position }6 fuOher ils prospects in any 'd& t-lin,- -– - - - - - - –

2 : For{F,er1 in EC!;b {eRe: No, 437/6/ii’JST/2Q14-CC8,BE dated 23-C)4–2C)14 (copy enci05eJ),

addressed to you if v,'as directed that ali references of cabinet,/commiHee of cabinet sF©L; id be

rouf ed through your good ofFice and the mai tors of lyElli§:ites/£)epodr6e-nts are to be referred by

i-be fair$stry concerned- The Comir:issic;n has noted ihot irt cddbirt cases, the F,4intsh ies

/i)epartrn.ents took dec:$ions, which ho@ dF{e£t O{ disturbing !eve! playing .fields of }=?oii bound

staTes, wlthoui referrin§ }he nra tier to -Commission, po;'iiculoriV by N}II Aaa'fog,- ivqinigry oi

Deferic b and '/Vi nistry oi Finance.

3. The Cdhn'is sion }los expr€? s-seti !is concerns in }his mai-ipr and irasxJimcted !he-under$ig8ed

to request you to issue- neces selly jnstructions to ai} AAlnisiri§s/Departments of GC): to strictly adhere

io the Cornnl;5sionTs 9u}deitrIes issued \'ide EC! leHer 23'd Apri i, -2014 and also to ensure that :<:i

concurrence is ioken v,/ iII in time wherever it is needed. '-

/\ coPy of instructions issued !o oli ,Viini&{i' ies/'’[>apartments }n Gcvernme IIi of india nlay

kindiy be endorsed to E}eciion -Coal Iris sjon of india for inlo!-moi}or} and record

\\~yours faittguily

r=>. bb ';''? I.. \ / +RaUI
...:\ : , Za (FT E. SR!\.“ASTA\;A)

'J.yi - ’ gE. bR. S.ECREIAP'y

Tei : I11 1-23C527Q3-lS, F-:BX : a11 -23032223-25 \;VcOs}ie ' ' IfvIU ec i nic in

::Hd gcHq,# – T;# &:’;' _#/ ' - O’I:
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ELF:fJT IOi\i CeIT’\41\{ isS}Cic C:>F iiallIA
!~'!L-v£ichar,- S=dan, .A, sheila Road , bfeb’ I)ekIi-1:10(iCI

B-o.437/$/11\TSI-/2014-(:C&BE _pated: 23;d April, 201{

la
The Cabklet Secretary
Cabnet Secret=ria t,

Rashba pab Bhaw£',R, :blew [;eD Ii.

Subject: General Elec{ions – EnfGrccpent of N'iad:} Code of Conduct - Regarding.

Sir,

I -ain directed to refer to the Con..Hiss ici’fs in sk-arEa as of 'e i.'en naa\ her, dated

20th March' .:2Gl£!. 'v&’hereby the ConTlis$;on has dirac,ted that I-

(i) Ali the references of Government of india which are proposed to be ?!god before the

. C:gblnet. of any Committee of the Cabinet. sho=J id be routed ihtaIUgII the Cabinet S€creafi?l i.e

no such refeven ces shaHid be made directly te the Elcaion Commission by the }yURi str ies.

(ii) Dep8ft-aerin, Sub-ord}nate a}-feces, Pub!!c Se'=prRaM&X&£iBBaia-mar
!v{tnlstry/C)epa an lent u' iII R)3he references to the Election Commission through the concerned

N'{inlsir};,

inspi te of this many refer$Does are s£ii} beRry r:£eiv£d in the CGrqrnission wiG’icut

failn\v.log die above guid€iin es' The Camlnisslon -has no\y again direCted ihat

( i) the'£t>ova g;ride!{rICS- shay ici be gricdy foilowed \\’hi}e sending ihs i'efi)re:}ces !a Ac

CommissIon .

( Ii} a Noda i C>fBcer may be desigmaled in aa Cabinet Secretarial \with v,’hon .ac Coinm iss:an

TRay contact .for any clariaca tian on suCh references

(iii) atleast 48 hours should b5 given to the Commission to frocess the refereriees on MCC

waiters .

The above insTructions of the Commlssioil may kindly he brollgbt to the notice of ali

CDnceNICd -ibf - StriCt CC)!rIP ii aRea.

-+

Yours fai£:hfui iv/”

(K.A JAVA{(u MAi{ }
PR !N =iPAL SECRET/t_R\

In-= = # 1 fUn! : nn Led
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CABINET SECRETARIAT
RASHTRAPATI BHAWAN

NEW DELHI - 110004

win 'I.wr. &HMT
wnwfhl
RAJESH BHUSHAB3, IAS

ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

Tel. : 23012697
Telefax : 23018470
Email : bhushanr@ias.nic,in

tI,ctad iiltd

D.O. No.1/41/2/2017-Cab New Delhi, the 27th December, 2018

Dear Sir / Madam,
+,

Please find enclosed the letter dated 18.12.2018 of Election Commission

of India (Eel) expressing concern that in spite of clear instructions regarding the

form and procedure in which the Constitutional Authorities such as Election

Commission are to be addressed, Ministries/ Departments are not conforming to

these instructions. The ECI has observed that some Ministries/ Departments

are still writing to the Commission in a routine manner in the form of Office

Memorandum or demi-official letters addressed to the Chief Election

Commissioner or Election Commissioners.

2. It is requested that ali concerned may be instructed to strictly adhere to

the extant instructions regarding communication with the EC;I and other

Constitutional authorities.

With +egards,

Enclosure: As above

(Rajesh Bhushan)

All Secretarids to the Government of India

or G


