~ uf3vsd wiEEed
Iregfa aq, T8 Ree-110004
CABINET SECRETARIAT

RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN
NEW DELHI - 110004

Y i
ASHUTOSH JINDAL
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

Tel :011-23012697
Fax :011-23018470

Email : js.cabinet@nic.in (") ™
“Ig 2023 INDIA
D.O. No. 1/41/2/2024-Cab.
March 19, 2024
Dear Secretary
Please - find enclosed a copy of letter no.

437/6/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024/449 dated 16.03.2024 received from the
Election Commission of India (ECI) regarding General Elections to the Lok Sabha -
2024 and State Legislative Assemblies in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye-elections.

2. As you are aware, with the announcement of the schedule for holding the
General Elections, the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for guidance of the
Political Parties and Candidates have come into force. In the light of this, | am to inform
you that while disposing of the business:allocated to your Ministry/Department or
placing proposals for approval of the competent authorities, or announcing their
decisions, etc., it may be ensured that the Model Code and the related instructions are
not violated. | wish to add that the Model Code, related instructions and updates
thereon are available on the website of the Election Commission of India.

ES @) 3. In this regard, instructions issued by this office vide OM No. 1/41/1/2016-Cab.
dated 31.01.2017 regarding routing of references to ECI (copy enclosed), and DO no.
1/41/2/2017-Cab. dated 27.12.2018 regarding forms of communications with ECI (copy
enclosed) are also reiterated.

4. May | request you that all concerned in your Ministry/ Department/ Attached/
Subordinate offices/ other bodies, etc. may be advised to ensure compliance with the
Model Code/related instructions. '

With regards

Yours sincerely,

(Ashutosh Jindal)

Ms. Debashree Mukherjee

Secretary,

Department of Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation

New Delhi
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'1\0 437/6/1/INST/ECI//FUNCT/MCC/207-% 15/ A Dated:_ls'ﬁh March, 2024

To

: 'The Cabmet Secretary,
Government of India,
Rashtrapatl Bhawan
New D elh1 ki

2. The Chtef Secretarles to the Governments of aﬂ States and
: Chlef Secretarles /Admmlstrators of all Umon Terrltortes

3. - The Chlef Electoral Ofﬁcers of
all States and Umon Terntorles

Sub Appltcatlon of Model Code of Conduct General Electmns to House of the People
(Lok Sabha) 2024 and State Legxslatlve Assembhes in the ‘States ‘of Andhra
' Pradesh Arunachal Pradesh Odlsha and Slkklm, and certam bye electlons reg

""I am dxrected 0 zstate t:_ t the Ele '-IOH Cornrmssmn has .‘_.nnoun d the'sc dule ':f'or
holdlng General E]ectxons to Lok Sabha and to the Leglslatlve Assemb les of the States of
Andhra Pradesh Arunachal Pradesh Orlssa and Slkkun and certaln bye electtons (Press

Notes No ECI/PN/23/2024 and No ECI/PN/24/2024 both dated 16th March 2024 avallabl

' 'at the Cornnnssmn s webSIte wWww. ec1 gov m)

xb?v%, s conm

2 __ - thh thlS announcement the promsmns of the Model Code of Conduct for the guldance

'of the Poh’ncal Partles and Candldates have come lnto force w1th 1mmed1ate effect and WIH

a be m force tﬂl the comnletlon of the General Electlons and bve electlons mentloned

above Thls may be brought to the notlce of the Central and all State Governments/Umon
Terr1tory Admlnlstratlons all Mlnlstrles/Departments/Ofﬁces of the Unlon Government and
the State Governments/Umon Temtory Adrmmstratlons A copy of 1nstruct10ns issued by you

to this effect, may be sent to the Comm1551on for its mformatlon and record.

»

3. Your particular attention is drawn to.the provisions of Model Code of Conduct for the
guidance of Political Parties and Candidates and various instructions issued by. the

Commission, which, inter-alia, state that the party in-power whether at the Centre or in the



State or States concerned, shall ensure that no cause is given for any complaint that it has used ’

its official position.for the purpose of its election campaign and in particular:—

(i) (a) The Ministers shall not combine their official visit with electioneering work and
shall not also make use of official machmery or personnel durmg the electloneerlng
work
(b). Government transport including ‘c')fficial air-crafts, vehicles, machinery and
personnel shall not be used for furtherance of the interest of the party in power;

(ii) - Public places such as maidans etc,, for holding election meetings, and use of helipads for

air- ﬂlghts in connection with electlons shall not be monopolised by the party in power. Other

parties and candidates shall be allowed the use of such places and facilities, on the same terms
and conditions, on which they are used by the party in power;

(iii)  Rest houses, dak bungalows or other Covernment accorhmodationsin the States/Union

Territories where elections have been announced or are taking place can.be given to the

political functionaries who are provided security by the State in ‘Z’ scale or above or equivalent

_by various State Governments er the Central Government under provisions of _their~ laws, on

equitable basis. This shall he'subjéet to condition that such aecommodaﬁon is not already

allotted or occupled by electlon related offlc1als or the Commlssmn S Observers Such political
functlonarles shall not carry out any pohtlcal actmty while staymg in the Government Guest

Houses/Rest Houses or other Government accommodation etc.;

(iv) Issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other

media and the mlsuse of official mass media during the electlon period for partisan coverage of

pohtlcal news and pub11c1ty regardmg achievements w1th a view to furthermg the prospects of
the party in power shall be scrupulously avoided; »

(v) M.inisters and other authorities shall not sanction grants/payments out of discretionary

funds from the time, elections are anhouhced by the Corhmission; Yand ‘

(vi) From the time, elections are announced by Commission, Ministers and other authorities

shall not -

(a) announce any financial grants, in any form or promises thereof; or

)

(b) (except civil servants) lay foundation stones etc. of projects or schemes of any kind;

or

(c) make any promise of construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities

etc,; or




(d) make any ad-hoc appointments in Government, Public Undertakings etc. which may

“have the effect of influencing the voters in favour of the party in power.

4. As will be observed from Para 3{Clause iv} above, no advertisement shall be issued in
electronic and print media highlighting the achieveménts of the Govt. at the cost of public
exchequer. If any advertisement has already been released for telecast/broadcast or
publication in the print media, it must be ensured that the telecast/broadcast of such ads on
electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no such ad is published in any newspapers,

magazines, etc,, i.e. in print media, from today itself and it should be immediately withdrawn.

5. The instruction of the Commission contained in its letter
N0.437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024(MCC ENFORCEMENT) dated 2 January, 2024 is
available on the Commission’s website at pafh —”https://www.eci.gov.in/issue—_details-
page/instructions” for your infofmation, and necessary action. The Commission's all other
relevant instructions, ‘Manual on Model Code of Conduct’ and ‘Compendium of Instructions on

Model Code of Conduct’ are also available on the Commission’s website fbr your guidance.

5. -~ The Commission further directs that there shall be-a total ban on the transfer of all
ofﬁcers/offlaals connected w1th the conduct of the election. These include but are not
restricted to: -
i)  The Chief Electoral Officer and Additional/Joint/Deputy Chief Electoral Officers;
ii) Divisional CommisSioﬁérs- _
-iii) The District Election Officers, Returning Officers, Assistant Returnmg Officers and
other Revenue Officers connected with the conduct of election;
iv) Officers of the Police Department connected with the management of election, like
' range IGs and DIGs, Senior Superintendents of Police and _Superintendehts of Police,.
Sub-Divisional Police Officers like Deputy Superinteﬁdents of Police and other
Police officers who are deputed to the Commission under section 28A of the
Repvresentation of the People Act, 1951;
v) The transfer orders issued in respect of the above categories of officers prior to the
date of announcement but not implemented till date should not be given effect to

without obtaining specific permission from the Commission in this regard;




7.

vi) This ban shall be effective till the completion of the election. The Commission
further directs that the 'Stéte Governments shoul'd refrain from making transfers of
senior officers who have a role in the management of election in the State;

vn) In those cases where transfer of an officer is necessary on account of administrative

| exigencies, the concerned State Government may with full ]ustlﬁcatlon approach the

Commlssmn for prior clearance

The receipt of the letter méy kindly be acknoiwledged.
| Yours faithfully,

(NARENDRA N. BUTOLIA)
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No.1/41/1/2016-Cab
Government of India (Bharat Sarkar)
Cabinet Secretariat (Mantrimandal Sachivalaya)
Rashtrapati Bhawan

*Rx

Dated January 315, 2017

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

< ) 5 )(__ :,

Subject:- Reference received from Election Commission of India. ? e
#

The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy of Election Commissidn of
India (ECI) letter No. 437/6/ECI/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2017-MCC&BE/618 dated 27.1.2017
regarding “General Elections to State Legislative Assemblies of Goa, Manipur, Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh & Uttarakhand — Model Code of Conduct”, enclosing therewith a copy of
instructions of the ECI contained in letter No. 437/6/INST/2014-CC&BE dated 23.4.2014._ P

S
=

Z, It is requested that the contents of above letters may be disseminated to all
concerned for strict compliance.

Encl: as above

\

4

(Deepti Umashankar)
Joint Secretary
Tel: 23019170

 All Secretaries to the Government of India /
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Jo ,
The Cabinet SE’”GIG’) ¢
- . Cobinet Secretfarial,
Raoshirapati Bhowan,
7 NewDelhi. . &
Sume: -~ - Genercl Elections to Sicte Legitlotive’ Assemblies of Gog, Aanipur
?rodesh & Uttarakhand - Model Lode of Conduct - Raga.qu
Sir,
fam di,redéd fo safe , v ~ith the announcement of sd.c for slections of above referred g
five poll bourd States on 4™ Januory,2017, the provisions of mg Mede! Code of Conduci have come ;
. s . " e e ] i
in force and this was intimated fo you vide EC! letier dated 4" January,2017. The provisions of MCC ' |

and vc‘:xrioUs instructions issued by the Commission, inter dlic, pfox'%der tf‘m‘*- the party in power

who.l*e‘ m T“e Cm ro’ orin fhe Sicte or States concerned, shall ensure that no causé be given for

any co nplcum fho. it uses ifs pooh on fo further is pro§petwaxn any election. B
[ 2 Further, in ECl's letter No. 437 /6 /INST /2014-CC&BE dated 23- 04-2014 (copy enclosed),
' addressed to you it was directed that oll references of cobinet/committes of cabinet should be
/’:A routed through your gooa office and the maiters of Ministiies/Departments are fo be referred by
the .'\/\iniisfry cencerned. The Commission has noted that in cerfoin cases, the Minisiries
/Departments fook decisions, which have effect of disturbing level playing fields of polf bound
siofes, without referring the maiter to Commission, parficulorly | oy NiTI Acayog, Ministry of
* Defence and -Ministry of Finance.
3. The Co"mn}ission has expressed iis concernsin this matier ond has. directed ther undersigned
fo request yOQ to issue necessary insiructions to all Ministrigs /Depariments of GO! to stiicily adhere

s , . . R ' il el . g B v E
to the Commission’s guidelines issved vide ECI letier 23" April, 2014 ‘and dlso to ensure that £C

copeurrence is taken well in time wherever it is needed. ‘ o
] ¢ AAEabd b s v
3m rf‘ﬁ?"'ﬁg, A cop py of instructions issued lo oll Ministiies/Depariments in Go"’ rnment of Indic may
3.8 1:’/‘ . .
2L . ) s e 1
£t & kindly be endorsed to Election Commis: sion of india for information and record.
LA

Jo el ' I\ \\Youw faithiuily
o AR B
AL L//A,,u 5 -';:0\‘\ oér/ E’Ey\l/’ } o )~ _:

7
™ D/ (P K. SRIVASTAVA)
WA ) : 5% PR. SECRETARY
T i \'.I -
e il .
/‘J///-f/ A A Tei- 1:321-73052705—48, Fax : 30522232 / s \‘y'\"rv";.@ci_[},::'-!x 2
,{\—/‘: :e

k
A
,\>
N
<
N
o \,



B S

By Fax/Speed post/Camp Bag

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

L
. " Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No.437/6/INST/201 4-CC&BE | a Dated: 231 April, 2014
To

The Cabinet Secretary
. Cabinet Secrétariat,
. # Rashtra;;an Bhawan, New Delhi.

Subject: General Elections - Enforcement of Model Code of Condvct - Regarding.
Sir,
[-am directed to refer to the Commission’s s instructions of even number, dated

20t March, 2014. Whereby the Commission has dirmied that:-

(i) All the references of Government of India which are pr opos d to lec placed before the

1 1

Cabinet or any Comm?ﬁee of the Cabinet should be routed through the Cabinet Secreiariai ie.

.

no such references should be made directly to the Blection Commission by the ?m nistr

(i1} Departments, Qub—,orc‘inaie Offices, Public Se.-:*;gr Undertakings, Auton&%m Gies
Ministry/Department will make references to the Election Cammission through the concernad
Ministry.

.InSpite of this many references are stifl being received in the Commission without
. following the abo»e guidelines. The Ccmrmsszo y'has now again directed that
(i) the - dbovp guidelines should be strictly followed while sending the references to the
Commission. |
(i%) aNGdai Cfficer may be designated in the Cabinet Secretariat with whom the Commission

may contact for any clarification on such references. _ :
(iii) atleast 48 hours should be given to the Commission to process the references on MCC
matters. ‘ )
Th@ above instructions of the Con*nns ion may imd%; be brourh to mc notice of ali

concerned for strict compliance.
Yours faithfu L.liy/

e

(K AJAYAKUMAR)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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RAJESH BHUSHAN, s

A'DDITIONAL SECRETARY
: 23012687

Tel.

s |iREea
Igafa waH, w8 feeen-110004
CABINET SECRETARIAT
RASHTRAPATI BHAWAN
NEW DELHI - 110004

Telefax : 23018470
Email : bhushanr@ias.nic.in

D.O. No.1/41/2/2017-Cab New Delhi, the 27" December, 2018

Dear Sir/ Madam,

Please find enclosed the letter dated 18.12.2018 of Election Commission
of India (ECI) expressing concern that in spite of clear instructions regarding the
form and procedure in° which the Constitutional Authontles such as Election

Commlsswn are to be addressed, Ministries/ Departments are not conforming to

these lnstructlons. The ECI has observed that some Ministries/ Departments

are still writing to the Commission in a routine manner in the form of Office
Memorandum or demi-official letters addressed to the Chief Election

Commissioner or Election Commissioners.

2. ltis requested that all concerned may be instructed to strictly adhere to
the extaht instructions regarding communication with the ECI and other

Constitutional authorities.
With-regards, ‘ '

Enclosure: As above , |
(Rajesh Bhushan)

All Secretaries to the Government of India

: Of('



