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S SANDEEP KUMAR
Hyderabad

Borewell drilling machines
and agriculture pumpset re-
pair stalls that had almost
gone into oblivion in the last
few years in Telangana are
now back in demand in
many districts.

Due to the lack of suffi-
cient irrigation water and
quality power supply, farm-
ers desperate to save stand-
ing crops are hitting
borewell drilling agencies
and winding machine repair
stalls. For the last few days,
these scenes are being wit-
nessed in many villages
across the State.

Bicchaiah, a paddy farmer
at Chintabai thanda in Jan-
gaon, says borewell drilling
agencies were charging Rs
110 to dig a foot. Farmers
were forced to spend about
Rs 40,000 to drill one
borewell. The sad part is de-
spite  spending  huge
amounts, all efforts put in by
farmers are going in vain.
“My brother drilled six
borewells in his fields and
not one was successful,”

Jangoan,
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Borewell drillers, pumpset
mechanics make a comeback

Amid water crisis, farmers are forced to use their services

Scenes of people digging borewells and getting winding machines repaired have become common
across villages in the State. (Above) A borewell being dug in Warangal.

says Bicchaiah, pointing to a
failed borewell point.
Similarly, Shivashankar
drilled six borewells, Nar-
simha drilled four, Lakshmi
drilled six and so did a few
other farmers in the last
three months. All their ef-
forts and money went down
the drain as not a drop of
water was pumped out.
While farmers are piling up
losses, drilling agencies in
Suryapet and

Borewell drillers, pumpset
mechanics make a comeback

Due to low voltage power
supply, farmers complain
that agriculture pumpsets
were developing snags.
While a few complain about
bush and coil problems, oth-
ers are fed up with wiring is-
sues. Many in Kandivanam,
Mogalgidda, Devapally, Kis-
han Nagar and neighbouring
villages are lining up at the
repair stalls in Shadnagar.
For every single visit to the
repair stall, they have to shell
out Rs 2,000 towards service
charges, besides waiting for
at least two-three days to get
the pump set repaired. “All
these days, winding machine
repair stalls were gathering
dust. Ever since the low volt-

age issues surfaced, they
have been minting money,”
said Anjaneyulu, a dairy
farmer.

This situation was not lim-
ited to one particular area in
the State. Huzurabad MLA
Padi Kaushik Reddy inter-
acted with Srinivas, a wind-
ing shop owner at Veena-
vanka, last fortnight. He
shared the video of his inter-
action with the motor me-
chanic on X. The mechanic
informed him that three mo-
tors were being repaired a
day and Rs 3,500 was being
charged per motor. “During
the BRS rule, there was
hardly any work for us,” he
tells the MLA.

neighbouring towns are
making quick money.

Due to financial con-
straints, marginal farmers
were paying an amount to
their counterparts, who are
blessed with borewells, to
supply water. A farmer from
Devaruppala, U Jannaiah,
owns 15 acres and the
borewell in his field dried
up. To save his crops, Janna-
iah paid Rs 2,000 to his
neighbour to ensure water

for wetting his paddy field.
He had to also buy a water
pipe to cover a distance of
60 feet from the borewell to
his field. Such was the plight
of many farmers in Kadav-
endi, Golapally, Manpahad
and other villages. If this
was the situation in parts of
Jangaon, Suryapet and Nal-
gonda, farmers in Ranga
Reddy are lining up at
pumpset winding machines
repair outlets.  (SEEPAGE 2)
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THE CURSE OF
WATER CRISIS IN
URBAN INDIA

VLT ol call it a shart-lived episods of schaaenfiede,
Last weak P Rajecve, Kersla's minister for industries snid
law, waooed IT companie in Bengalurs, which is resling
under water shortage. to shift to Kerala. He pointed out
that Kerala has “44 rivers, big and small™ amnd that “water
iz na isswe gt all”. Predicisbly, the serenade grabbed headlines.,
The audacity fizzled out soon enough as reality—the gap -
twisen the demand and supply of water in Kerala—eame Knoek-
ing and surfaced in news reports. In fact, within three days of
the minister's claim, headlines screaming “Bangalore days in
Kochi' appeared and residents in the state capital Thiruvamamn-
thapuram agitates] about drv taps
There is scarcely any city where Indians are not confromeed by
winter shortage and the tyranny of the tanker malka, Google wa-
ter cut’ and check the list of cities that heve ongoing water cuts
o are announcing them. In Mumbal, residents have normalised
cleslaresd and undeclaned water cits Pune, & rising hab Ffer stact-
ups, = facing a baffling phenomenon—rthe expamnsion of comstre-
thomn s d nesglect of wiater availabil-
ity Add Chennai, Hyderabad, Delhi,

and Development) Sct needs (o be
amended to include a8 guarantee for
the provision of water:
tng the Infia Story, A B potvical
2 y ng the In tory At a politica)
THETHIRD EYE Tewel, nearly 100 of the 543 Lok Sabe-
Md:::'lx:““f AlYAR ha constituencies are urban in char-
. = L sten vk the water orislis i nod aa-
T "ﬁz’.wmi,‘.f._gf'i dible in political rhatorie, I my 200E
[ch skl a haa righgen &l comd Tostlk, Acvicdenenl Tndie, [ described
water as a silent crisis awaiting res-
ity Inddeed the ML Ay i its
2018 report obsarved “21 major cities are expected to reach zero
grouwnd water levels allecting acoess for over 100 milllon peo-
]JII: . My 2020 book, The Gafed Reprobilic, documented the extent
rJ:1.e cri=is, the il'l.t-EL‘p\]S'_l."-ﬁf puh]ic Failures and privaie solu-
tions and chrmonicled the migration away Froom govermmend peo-
vision to pay-to-use services. Irondcally, even gated commun-
ties are noes Baursbec.

Vignettes of the umattended crisis are wisible across citbes.
Eardy morning tealfic in most towns includes water tankers
hurtling down residential localities with that peculiar horn
blaring awags [n Mumbai, one can encounter the unigue phee
mamenon o YV S Marg of tanker suppliers offering RO-treated
o filtered water Across urban habitats, packaged water corm:
panies have erveraged the opportunity—dial & 1800 nuumbser to
hawve drinking water delivered home.

The bitter reality is that India™s urbanisation is unplanmesd
and amoebic in nature—infrastructure follows construction
rather than the otfwer way around, BEvery city in India depencds
an rural reservoirs often located between 50 km and 100 km
away Bengaluey gets s water feom dying aguifers and from
Cauvery over 100 km sway Chennai draws water from Chola-
varam and Veeranam lakes well out ol the city Delhi depends
an ground water and Sonia Vihar, which is fed by the waters of
Ganga and Yamuna, Mumbai muost rely on seven lakes, inclod-
ing wpper Vaitarna over 1580 km aevans

The persistenice of the water woes is a combination of poar
armilability and patchy manapement. India his aroound 16 per-
oant of the global population and 4 percent of water resouroes.
Its poprulation is as large as that of China, buat per capita avall-
ahility of internal freshwater resources, as per World Bank
data, s hall of what China has. India reoeivwes an annosl poe.
cipitation of 3,880 billion cubic meires, but is able to harness
anly 1,998 bem., Ground water extraction is arouand 249 beom, of
which 89 percent is wsed For agriculiure.

It is evident that Incdia™s policy makers must adolress the in-
adeguacies in availability and management. There is no dearth
af studies or solution=. The primary focus muest be on
ing the efficiency of usage for food production. Beyond the
“meare crop per drop’ theme, the nead for redrawing the crop
map is critical—to end, for instanoe, the growing of paddy or
cane in water-=scarce sreas. This will redress the shewed and
xoes s ive use of water by Farming.

There is alse a need o configure usape and design recycling
af water: Two global examples merit attention. In 20148, Singapore
Eetutﬁ.rsﬂ-ul'mﬂ]mmentuf its water by 200, Waste
waber from seawers ks purmped through 48 km of tunnels and treat-
ol by o high-tech sy m sl el d et the other envd as NEWa-
ter The island state is also targeting water savings of aroand 8
million gallons per doge Sure, Singapore is o small pation. but its
aefforis to recycls water can be a template for urban India.

A seeond case study worth looking at is Isvael, which is ho-
cated in a water-scarce geography The bulk of its crops—well
ower T percent by sonse estimates—arve drip ircigated. Its de-
=alination plants anmually produce 78 million cubic metres of
water of which it exports poughly 300 cubic metres o Jordan.
Israsl is targeting desalination of 1.2 bem of water per year by
2050, Inedlia currently has four desalination plants; wiﬂ:acuast
line of over 7,60 km Indisa can surely leverage thee solation

It is true that Feasires to improwe availabiliny and rejig the
managemaent require retrofitting and resources. It is eguadly
true that sustaining the aspiration of a F10-trillion GDOP de-
mands thess stroctursal changes. And it is wsefal o rememlser
that imvestment in sustainability will propel job creation, in-
ommes and groawih.
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