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Scorching summer may
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NEW DELHI: At a time when the
government is trying to tame
food inflation, a spike in prices of
key winter (Rabi) crops such as
gram, paddy and maize is
expected to play spoilsport. Agri-
culture analysts expect these
crops to be hit by depleting
water reservoir levels, above-
normal temperatures and dis-
eases, especially in Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and
Tamil Nadu. However, prices of
other rabi crops such as wheat
and mustard are not expected to
rise.

Farmers in the four southern
states have reportedly seen wilt-
ing in Bengal gram (chana) and
shrivelling of paddy and cobs in
maize. Paddy farmers are
reportedly facing drying crop in
a few districts of Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana surrounded
by the Krishna belt. Similarly,
poor cob formation with low
grain weight has been observed
in maize.

“Gram prices are expected to
witness a rise on-year owing to
an upswing in pulse prices for
the year amid lower production
of Kharif pulses,” said Pushan
Sharma, director-research,
CRISIL Market Intelligence and
Analytics. “However, in the near
term, prices are expected to fall
when the arrivals peak in the

Paddy farmers face drymg
crop in a few districts of AP
and Telangana. AP

market, which reportedly has
been delayed due to the resow-
ing of the crop in Maharashtra
following November rainfall.”
Sharma added that in the north-
ern states, gram yields are likely
to remain at normal levels.

Chana prices in key mandis of
Indore in Madhya Pradesh are
quoted in the range of
35,900-7,500 a quintal, depend-
ing on the variety, against the
minimum support price (MSP)
of ¥5,440. All-India average
chana dal prices on Tuesday
were at ¥83.5 a kg, up 16.7% from
a year ago, according to spot
traders and the consumer affairs
ministry.

Paddy and maize prices are
also expected to rise. Already, at
¥44.7 a kg on Tuesday, all-India
average price of rice in the retail
market was 13.1% higher than

hit rabi harvest prosp ects

the corresponding period last
year.

“As far as cereals are con-
cerned, paddy and maize output
are anticipated to be lower on
account of the decline in acrea-
ges in Andra Pradesh, Karnataka
West Bengal and Bihar owing to
lower water availability,”
Sharma said. “Prices of these
two commodities are anticipated
to rise in the short term because
of lower production and may
stabilize if Kharif receives boun-
tiful rainfall, which may increase
the acreages.”

Queries sent to departments
of agriculture, consumer affairs,
food and public distribution
remained unanswered at press
time.

Rabi crops are impacted by
falling water levels in India’s 150
major reservoirs, which stood at
35% as of 4 April, Central Water
Commission data showed. The
available water level, at 61.8 bil-
lion cubic metre (BCM), was 17%
lower than a year ago, and 2%
below the average of the past10
years. Falling water reservoir
level raises concerns not only
about the water crisis in central
and southern cities and hydro-
power generation, but also the
upcoming SUmMMmMer Crop sowing
cycle in irrigated areas, which
may weigh on the gross value
added (GVA) growth of agricul-
ture and allied sectors, accord-
ing to farm economists.
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Irrigation projects
dry up in Adilabad

Water levels dip to alarming levels worrying farmers, public

SANTOSH PADALA
ADILABAD

Irrigation projects have al-
most dried up in the erst-
while Adilabad district,
worrying both farmers and
the public.

Water levels in various
projects have dipped to
alarming levels. As per in-
formation provided by offi-
cials, the water level in the
Sathnala medium irrigation
project in Jainath mandal of
Adilabad district was 280.10
metres as against the storage
capacity of 286.50 metres.
Mathadiwagu project in
Thamsi mandal has a water
level of 271.65 metres com-
pared to a storage capacity
of 277.50 metres. The two
projects account for 24,000
acres and 8,500 acres of aya-
cut respectively.

Likewise, the water level
of the Kaddam Narayana
Reddy project in the Nirmal
district plummeted to 206 m
out of the storage capacity
of 213.36 m. The water level
of the Swarna project in
Sarangapur reached 358 m
as against 360 m. The water
level of Gaddennavagu was
gauged to be 355 metres
when compared to the ca-

The dried up Sripadasagar Yellampalli project at Gudipet village in Hajipur mandal.

pacity of 260 metres.
Meanwhile, the water
level of the Kumram Bhim
project of Kumram Bhim
Asifabad district has de-
clined to 236 metres as
against the storage capacity
of 243 metres. The water
level of the Vattivagu, NTR,
PP Rao, and Jagannathpur
projects too have gone
down. The water level of the
Gollavagu, Nelwai, and Rali-
vagu projects in the
Mancherial district too have
dropped drastically.

The dip in the projects has
become a cause for concern
to farmers who are growing
paddy, maize, and other
crops expecting the water
would be supplied to irri-
gate the crops.

“We are forced to depend
on bore wells and other
sources of irrigation if water
is not provided to crops
being raised in the Yasangi
season,” Bhaskar Reddy, a
farmer from Kaddam man-
dal, told Telangana Today.
Above all, municipalities

that are drawing bulk water
from some of these projects
are likely to face a drinking
water crisis if the water
level goes down further. For
instance, Bellampalli, Asi-
fabad, and Kaghaznagar mu-
nicipalities depend on the
water of the Kumram Bhim
project. Similarly, six mu-
nicipalities of Mancherial,
Mandamarri, Naspur, Ky-
athanpalli, Luxettipet, and
Chennur rely on water of
Sripada Sagar Yellampalliin
Hajipur mandal.
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TS writes to Centre,
KRMB for more water

Wants little water left in NSP to be spared only
for its drinking needs

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Alarmed by the distress sig-
nals being received with the
depleting storage levels in
irrigation projects support-
ing the drinking water sup-
ply system, the State gov-
ernment has knocked on the
doors of the Centre for addi-
tional releases from the Na-
garjuna Sagar Project. It has
already written to both the
Ministry of Jal Shakti and
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board.

The State wanted the lit-
tle left in the project to be
spared only for its drinking
water needs. But both the

Ministry of Jal Shakti and
the KRMB are yet to re-
spond to the special request
made by the State. Though
the State has requested
given the gravity of the situ-
ation, the river management
board did not respond so
far, as it would also dis-
please Andhra Pradesh inan
election year, sources said.
The Board officials made
it clear that Telangana had
already exhausted its allot-
ted quota of 35 tmc for the
current water year. It had
drawn more. Its additional
requirements could only be
discussed in the three-mem-
ber committee meeting of
the KRMB scheduled for

April 12. Officials from AP
have also been firm on avail-
ing the entitled water to
meet its drinking water
needs. Andhra Pradesh was
also left with less than three
TMC of unutilised share
after their recent drawls
from the right canal. It
started drawing water from
the right canal once again on
Monday and they were
planning to avail another
two tmc in the current spell.
So far as the indents made
for meeting drinking water
needs are concerned, the
board will accord priority
irrespective of the States
making the request, they
added.
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