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Twin reservoirs to boost
water supply by 20 MLD

NABINDER BOMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD APRIL 13

Arrangements are being
made to draw an additional
20 million litres of water a
day (MLD) from
Osmansagar and
Himayatsagar, that are clos-
est to the city compared to
the other sources.

Towards this, filter beds
at Miralam and Asifnagar
will be repaired to ensure
100 per cent efficiency in
cleaning the water, officials
said.

Municipal administra-
tion and urban develop-
ment (MA&UD) principal
secretary M. Dana Kishore
directed the water board to
identify additional sites to
build treatment plants, at a
meeting here on Saturday.

Emergency pumping from
Nagarjunasagar will start
from Monday, Kishore said.

He warned of strict action
if the linemen deliberately
stop water supply.

Permanent measures will
be taken up to provide
drinking water through
tankers to the villages.

The water boards is
procuring an additional
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of water a day
(MLD) to be
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Osmansagar and
Himayatsagar.

WATER BOARD

to repair o X
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Asifnagar filter | customers flock to a roadside ven-
beds, additional | dor at Kukatpally for ice apples,
sites to build | known as 'Thati munjalu' in Telugu,

priced ¥150 per dozen given the

treatment plants
summer demand. — K. DURGA RAO

to be identified.

EMERGENCY & STRICT ACTION if the

PUMPING from  finamen deliberately stop

”‘?I?a? \1aSagar  water supply.

o ® WATER BOARD to procure
Monday. additional 170 additional tankers

for city, tractor-tankers for
suburban areas.

100 tankers of 5,000-litre
capacity and 70 mini-
tankers of 2,500-litre capac-
ity to supply water. In the
suburban areas, tractors

will be used as tankers.
“The HMWS&SB has over
13 lakh users and among
them only 31,000 are book-
ing tankers,” Kishore said.
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New Delhi: The Energyand
Resources [nstitute (TERI)
in & firstofitskind detai-
led study will analyse the
presence of microplastics
in the Yamuna and ground-
water in Delhi and assess
thesourceand causebehind
the frothing in the river in
certain seasons,
Aftercompleting thestudy
TERIwillprovide remedies,
Sclentists at TERI sald
that the study, proposed by
Delhi govt in Dec 2021, will
take a year, The aim would
be to identify and prioriti-
se groundwater sources
(aquifers) and to map reso-
urces based on microplas-
tic concentration. Scien-
tists at TERI said the study
would be done as two pro-
jects; the first on the froth
in the Yamuna, the second
on the microplastic in the
riverand groundwater.
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TERI to study microplastics, froth in Yamuna

“Theideaistoassess why
the froth is 50 visible during

Chhatt Puja in winters, We
will investigate the reasons
for its occurrence, possible
sources and chalk out a
shorf, medium and long:
term strategios for mitiga:
tion, For microplastics, the
objective istoknow the sour-
ces and reasons for the pre-
sence of microplastics in
the Yamuna, identify the

hotspots across the Yamuna
stretch, and in the ground:
water, We are now recrul-
ting the team and develo-
ping a strategy,” Nupur Ba-
hadur, associate director of
the circular economy and
waste management division
at TERI, said.

Bahadur pointed out that
the presenceof froth isa phe-
nomenon seen acrossthe glo-
be, “But in Delhi, it's morevi-
sible due to more public af
tention. What we haveunder.
stood 50 far 15 that organic
polluiants majorly - come

The im of the study
undertaken by TER|
will be toidentify
and prioritise
qroundwater
sources (aquiters)
and to map
resources hased

on microplastic
concentration

from untreated sewers, unt-
reated industrial effluents
illegal or urauthorised es
tablishmentswithout asewe:
rage system... So, untreated
water with phosphate, orga-
nic content, ammonia and
thepresenceaf hyacinth, asa
combined effect cause frot
hing, The crganic matter
causes eutrophication in the
water body, making green
mogs-like plant growthso the
water cannot freely flow. We
see this parcicularly along
the Okhla barrageand Kalin-

¢li Kunj as the barrage has he-
ight and when it falls, it gets
churned, and we se froth at
the surface. With the climate
being cold during festivals
like Chhatt, the disappearan-
ceof froth isatalesser rate,”
Bahadursaid.

Sheadded that had the Ya-
muna been cleaner, the froth
would have flowed naturally
“We have identified hotspots
like 70, Kalindi Kunjandso-
meSTPs ike Okhla wherese
wage treatment is inadequa-
te. Wewill havetosee how the
sewage is being treated. The
re are also some dhobi ghats,
some industrial areas with
effluent treatment plantsand
some unauthorised colonies
that will need special atten-
tlon," she said.

Speaking of microplas
tics, a pollutant which is now
being assessed in water in
many developed countries,
the scientist said that sample
collection for scientific ana-
Iysis will beginsoon,

“Microplastics are the
segment or fragment of lar-

ge plastic pollutants that ha:
ve reached waterbodies,
They are less than five mi-
crons in size, We have star-
ted the identification of va-
riots locations across 11 dis-
tricts in Delhi to test the gro-
undwater, and some spots in
the Yamuna as well, The mi:
croplastics need optical mi-
croscopic studies and also
spectroscopic studies, Toas:
sess the size, microscopic
studies will be done, while
spectroscopy will be used to
understand their character,
like1f they are polyvinyl, po-
Iychloride, polyethylene, po-
[ypropylene, PET, etc. For
this, we will also use a third:
party lab. The samples will
be taken for pre-monsoon
MaytoJuneand post-monso-
on which is Oct to Now, After
that, it will take 2-3 months
to analyse the samples and
get results by April 2035,”
Bahadursaid,
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