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50% of districts in India could face
‘severe’ water scar(:lty by 2050: Report

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Clhernai

Imdia, considered omne of the
most water-siressed countries
in the world, will likely face the
most severe impacts of water
shortage by 2050, a report on
improving water efficiency in
the country's agriculture sector
hias said.

‘The country could face a 15
per cent decrease in per capita
anmailability by then, with projec-
tHoms putting ina 30 per coentin-
crease in , highlighting
the impending dernam:'l—sn.lpplg.r
gap. By 2050, 30 per cent of the
districts in thf: COUNTry are €x-
pected to face sewvere water
scarcity.

With India nearly 17
per cent of the world's popula-
tion burt only 4 per cent of the
freshwrater resources, Dwo-
thirds of the people currently
grapple withwater scarcity, said
the report, “Transforming Crop
Cultivvarion: Advancing Water
Efficiency in Indian Agricul-
ture.” DCM Shriram Founda-
tiom, supported by DOEM Shri-
ram, and Sattva Kool
Institute, a knowledge platform
for the impact coosysterm, came

H2D SQUEEZE. India has
nearly 1 7% of the world’s
population and only 4% of the
freshwater resourceas e

out with the report a fortnight

P:t‘:gging Imdia’s cuorent otil-
izable water resources at 1,123
billion cubic metres — roughly
equivalent o 40 crores of
Olympic-sized swimming pools
— it gaid the country’s existing
water sources face increasing
pressure.

FALKENMARK INDEX

The pressure was mainky due 1o
population growth and pollu-
tion, with key sectorssuch as ag-
riculture further exacerbaring
the crisis due to high water
withdraswals. According o the
Falkenmark Index, regions with
less than 1,700 cubic metres of
water per capita annually are
considered 1w face waver

scarcity. Based on this index,
nearly 76 per cent of the popula-
tion in India is currenthy grap-
pling with water scarcity, it said.

The impact of scarcity on
groundwater resources has
been the most critical. Agricul-
are wWorsens the water crisis,
with B20-990 per cent of overall
water withdrawals, the report
said.

Water scarcity is primarily
driven by excessive agricultaral
usage, which accounts for
around 90 per cent of water
withdrawals in India. “Being an

ian country, irrigation by
far is the largr:st user of India’s
water reserve, with a whoopt
usage ofﬁ4per cent of the tota
water reserve, followed by the
domestic sector and the indus-
trial sector and this trend is go-
ing to persist as per 2025 and
2050 projections,” itsaid.

The agriculture sector uses
water extensively for the cultiv-
ation of certain crops, due tothe
natural characteristics of these
intensively groom crops and the
inefficient water usage prac-
tices used to them. At least
o0 per cent of India™s total crop
production is reliant on three
key crops: rice, sugarcane, and
wheat.
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KRMB meeting on April 22

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) will
meet here on April 22.

The meeting is intended
to discuss the budget of the
river board for the year
2024-25, according to a com-
munication given to both
States. The Board had al-
ready discussed dues owed
by the States in its last meet-
ing.

The issue was taken up
with the Ministry of Jal
Shakti also in view of the fi-
nancial constraints being
experienced by it for the im-
plementation of different

programmes including in-
stallation of telemetries.
The AP Re-organization
Act, 2014, mandates that the
successor States -Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana,
provide necessary funds to
KRMB for its functioning
besides the staff salaries and
allowances.

The board is likely to dis-
cuss the decision of the
Telangana State not to hand
over the common projects
to the board.

The State has adopted a
resolution to this effect in
the Assembly and commu-
nicated the same to the Min-
istry of Jal Shankti. The
Board is expected to play a

decisive role by shouldering
key responsibilities in regu-
lation of water sharing by
the two states.

The Nagarajuna Sagar
project has already been
placed under the protection
and surveillance of the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) as AndhraPradesh
police and officials sought to
take control of 13 of the 26
gates of the projects along
with the right main canal
head regulator following a
confrontation between the
two sides on October 28,
2023. Tensions escalated be-
tween the two states follow-
ing the incident.
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