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New Delhi, Aprﬂ 26: The

southern region, encom:
passing states of Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Karna-
faka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, has sienificantly
reduced water sforage com
pared to historical averages
at just 17 per cent of reser-
voIr capacity, according fo
the recent bulletin of the
Central Water Commission.
In the bulletin released by
the CWC Late Thursday con-

CNING reservolr storage
levels acrose various regions

of India, it was reported that
42 reservoirs under CWC

monitoring in the southern
region have a tofal Live stor-
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CWC: Southern IndiaFces water risisas
reservorlvels phunge o ust 7% capacty

age capacity of 5333 BCM
(billion cubic meters).

As per the latest report, the
fotal ive storage available in
these reservoirs stands at
8865 BCM, representing
only 17per cent of their fotal
capacity This figure 1s con:
siderably lower compared fo
the storage levals during the
same period Last vear (29 per
cent) and the ten-year aver-
age for the corresponding
period (23 per cant),

The reduced storage lovels
in the southern region are
Indicative of worsening
water scarcity and potential
challenges for irrigation,
drinking water supply and

hydroelectric power geners:
tion in these states,

In confrast, the eastern
region, comprising stafes
Like Assam, Odisha and West
Bengal, has shown a positive
Improvement in water stora-
o2 levels compared to last ye-
ar and the ten-year average,
The bulletin highliohted
that 1n this region, 23 monl:
tored reservoirs with a total
live storage capacity of
20430 BCM currently hold
7889 BCM of water; repre:
senting 39 per cent of their
fotal capacity

This marks an improve:
ment over the storage levels
from the same period last

vear (3 per oent) and the
ten-year average (4 per
cent). The situation is less
optimistic in other regions.
The western region, con-
sistingof Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra, reports storage Jev-
ls of 11771 BCM, which is
317 per cent of the total ca-
pacity of 49 monitored reser-
voirs, This is notably lower
compared to the storage lev-
els of the previous year (38
per cent) and the ten-year
average (321 per cent).
Similarly the northern and
central regions also show de-
clines in water storage levels
compared to historical aver.
A28, LTI
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Water crisis worsens
Reservoir levels plummet to alarming extent

< HE latest data from the Central Water Com-
mission paints a stark picture of India’s water
crisis, with reservoirs across the country regis-
tering an alarming decline in their levels. As of
April 25, the water available in major reser-
woirs has rlummeted to a mere 30 per cent of their stor-
age capacity: This represents a significant drop compared
to the previous yearn Insufficient rainfall, compounded by
the Fl1 Wino phenomenon, has resulted in drought-like
conditions. The prolonged drv spell has depleted water
reserves, leaving many regions parched and vulnerable.

- The eastern and southern regions are bearing the
brunt of this crisis as the rapid fall in water levels is
exacerbated by a relentless heatwave. The conse-
gquences are dire, particularly for Andhra Pradesh, ¥ ar-
nataka and Tamil WNadu, where water shortage has
assumed critical proportions. Bengaluru is grappling
with severe water scarcity, which is impacting every-
day life and agricultural activities. The ramifications
extend beyond the immediate concerns. Agriculture, a
cornerstone of India’s economy, is facing major disrup-
tions, with an adverse effect on various crops. With
nearly half of India’s arable land dependent on Tmon-
soon rain, the upcoming rainy season can play a key
role in alleviating the situation.

The forecast of above-normal rainfall offers only cau-
tious optimism. Water comservation efforts must be
intensified at all levels, from households to agricultural
practices and industrial operations. Investments in
water infrastructure and management systems are
urgently needed to improve storage and distribution
efficiency. Sustainable agricultural practices and crop
diversification can help reduce water consumption and
enhance resilience to droughts. Avwareness campaigns

- to promote water conservation practices and prudent
use of this precious resource must be stepped up. Swift
and decisive action must be taken to avert a looming
catastrophe and ensure a secure future for all.
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