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Polls jam flow of water
from K'taka to T'gana

Amid B’luru
Water Crisis,
Sidda Fears
Voter Backlash

Koride.Mahesh
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: The vagaries of
climate change may not have
made it to parties’ manifestos
in this Lok Sabha election,
butdrinking waterisset to be-
come a prickly political issue
just days before people line up
to vote in Congress-governed
Telangana on May 13.

As water levels dip in res-
ervoirs across the state, the

Telangana officials
stressed the need
to avoid panic,
saying present dam
levels are enough
to meet drinking
water requirements
till mid-May
Revanth Reddy-led govt is
hoping neighbouring Karna-
taka, also governed by Con-

gress, comes to its rescue.
If Karnataka releases

WATER WAR: A flock of Greater Flamingos flies over the backwaters
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of Krishna river near Bagalkot in Karnataka. If Karnataka releases five
thousand million cubic feet of water from Narayanpur dam on Krish-
na river, it would help fend off a water crisis looming over Hyderabad

five thousand million cubic
feet (tmcft) of waterfrom Na-
ravanpur dam on the Krish-
na river, it would help fend
off a water crisis looming
over Hyderabad. Reddy re-
cently asked officials to ap-
proach Karnataka.

But there is a catch. Ben-
galuru, too, is facing a water
crisis. Karnataka may con-
sider releasing water to Te-
langana only after the sec-
ond phase of polls there on
May 7. “Karnataka declared
a crop holiday for Rabi sea-
sonintheKrishnabasin.If it
releases water to Telangana
now, it may give ammo to op-
position parties to accuse
the state govt of serving the
interests of neighbouring
states and ignoring its own

farmers,” an official said.

Sources pointed out that
Bengaluru depends on Cau-
very's waters, not Krishna’s,
for its drinking water needs.
But many in the Siddara-
maiah-led dispensation fear
sharing even a drop at this
point could stir controversy.

Telangana officials
stressed the need to avoid pan-
ic, though, pointing out pre-
sent dam levels are enough to
meet the drinking water re-
quirements of Hyderabad till
mid-May. By then, the LS polls
in Karnataka will be over.

Sources said this is not
the first time Telangana
wants water from Karnata-
ka.In2017,theerstwhile BRS
govt had sought Krishna wa-
ter from two dams.
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