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City’s reservoirs have enough
storage to avoid shortage in
water supply during summer

The current supply of 1,045 million litres a day is expected to be sustained during peak summer.

Nearly 1,000 mld is provided to residents, including those living in the added areas of the city

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

hennai is all set to
C avert drinking wa-

ter shortage this
searing summer, as the
available water is expected
to last till September or
early October.

The current daily water
supply of 1,045 million
litres a day (mld) is expect-
ed to be sustained during
peak summer also. Of this,
nearly 1,003 mld is being
provided to residents, in-
cluding those living in the
added areas of the city.

In a bid to minimise loss
by evaporation amid re-
lentless heat, water from
Poondi reservoir is being
transferred to build storage
at the waterbody in Red
Hills from where Chennai
gets a portion of its water
supply.

The Water Resources
Department has put off its
proposal to seek Krishna
water till July, as Andhra
Pradesh was facing a water
crunch. The water level at
Kandaleru reservoir in A.P.
is critically low, WRD offi-
cials here said.

“We plan to seek Krish-
na water discharge for the
next spell after the onset of
southwest monsoon. The
reservoirs that feed Chen-
nai’s drinking water needs
suffer an evaporation loss
of 20-25% during harsh
summer days,” a senior
WRD official said.

Comfortable position: The city’s major reservoirs, including Chembarambakkam, have a combined
storage of 6,702 mcft, which is 57% of their capacity. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

The city’s five major re-
servoirs, including Chem-
barambakkam, have a
combined storage of 6,702
million cubic feet (mcft),
which is 57% of their ca-
pacity as on Tuesday.

Water is being trans-
ferred to Red Hills reser-
voir with a dual purpose —
reduce evaporation loss
and facilitate execution of
long-pending work to re-
place the shutters of Poon-
di reservoir and ensure
dam safety. The project is
likely to be completed by
mid-June.

Both Poondi and Chem-
barambakkam have wvast
catchment areas, unlike
the waterbody in Red Hills.
With limited catchment
area, Red Hills has received

425 cubic feet per second
(cusecs) on Tuesday. The
storage at the reservoir
stands at nearly 90% of its
capacity.

“We are also clearing
water hyacinth in Chemba-
rambakkam and Red Hills
reservoirs. Waterbodies in
delta and Cuddalore dis-
tricts are being desilted
this summer,” the official
said.

Noting that Chennai was
not in a drought situation,
officials of Metrowater said
desalinated water had off-
set the dip in Veeranam
water supply.

“We will exhaust the wa-
ter reserve in Chembaram-
bakkam reservoir and then
use the water stored in
abandoned quarries for ci-

ty supply. Evaporation loss
will be more in Chemba-
rambakkam reservoir than
in the quarries,” an official
said.

While the water agency
had lined up buffer sourc-
es, including quarries in
Sikkarayapuram and Eru-
maiyur, and 300 agricultu-
ral wells in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, it has reserved them
for situations that could ar-
ise owing to drop in mon-
soon rainfall after June.

Metrowater has also en-
gaged 20 additional lorries
to meet increasing demand
for paid tanker trips, par-
ticularly from merged
areas. It now operated,
nearly 4,064 trips a day,
which is 250 trips more
than last month.
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TN demand for release
of Cauvery water from
K’taka reservoirs rejected

JITENDRA CHOUBEY E @ Chennai

The Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) on Tuesday
rejected Tamil Nadu’s demand
for further release of
Cauvery river water from
Karnataka’s reservoirs as the
water scarcity situation
became grim.

The committee stated that
both states have just enough
water in the reservoirs to meet
the drinking water demands.

“Water in reservoirs is so low
that it is only enough for do-
mestic drinking purposes,”
Vineet Gupta, Chairman,
CWRC, told this newspaper, af-
ter the 95th meeting.

“Water in Karnataka’s reser-
voirs is so low that it is difficult
to maintain even the natural
flow. Barely 150 cusec of water
reaches the interstate point
Biligundulu each day instead
of 1,000 cusec according to
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribu-
nal,” he further said. The com-
mittee refused Tamil Nadu’s
demand to direct the Karnata-
ka government to ensure re-
lease of backlog of Cauvery
water and maintain environ-
mental flow as per final award
of the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal (CWDT) modified by
the Supreme Court.

As per CWDT, Karnataka
needs to ensure environmental
flows at Biligundulu by ensur-
ing release of around 1000
cusecs per day, ie. 2.5 TMC from
February to May.

tMeeting requirements’

The CWRC was of view that
available storage in designated
reservoirs in the Cauvery Basin in
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala
are sufficient enough to meet the
requirement towards drinking
water & environmental flows for
the remaining period of the
current water year

The CWRC was of view that
available storage in the desig-
nated reservoirs in the Cauvery
Basin in Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala are sufficient
enough to meet the require-
ment towards drinking water &
environmental flows for the re-
maining period of the current
water year 2023-24 and the ini-
tial months of the next water
year 2024-25.

This yvear, Southern India is
facing an excruciating hot sum-
mer embedded with a serious
water crisis. As many as 43 res-
ervoirs level plunges to just
17 % capacity. The storage dur-
ing the corresponding period
of last year was 29% and aver-
age storage of the last ten years
during corresponding period
was 23% of live storage capac-
ity of these reservoirs.

Karnataka in its submission
to CWRC said the water avail-
able in four designated storages
are at their lowest, which is just
sufficient to meet the critical
reqguirements of water for
drinking and industry, and
standing crops.
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