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ATEST  dafa
teleased by the

live storage in India’s reser-
voirs, partieularly in the
southern states, The reservolr
Jevels in South India have
phummetedtojust 17 percent
of their capacity amid a wide-
spread heatwave, This does
ot augur well for the water
security of the region and the
couniry as awhole,

India, which accounts for 4
per cent of the world's water
" resources, uses them for i
" gation, and domestic and
indusrial purpoges. Surface
and groundwater, as per ease
of avalability, ave put to vark-
ous uses, There s, however a
shortage of water across
states, leading to crop fallure,
deaths, closing down of
healtheare  faciities and
industries, India has become
‘aterstressed with the per
capita per year water avail-
ability being 145 cubic
metres,lessthan the stipulat-
ed 1700 cubic metres, At this
rate, India is projected to
become ‘water-scarce’ by

2050, when the availability
will be less than 1,000
cubic metres,

Various states have made

i1« slgnificant . infrastructural

investments inirrigation, but

a lack of regular mainte- |’

nance and qualify service are

causing bottlenecks. Water |

leftuntreated after domestic,
industrial and other uses is

causing surface and ground- :

water pollution. Groundwa:
fer 5 also getting polluted
through an excessive use of

chemical fertilisers and pesti-

cides, The Cenfre had
informed the Supteme Court
in 2016 that about 33 crore
peaple in 266 districts of 10
states were affected by
drought, Appropriate prac-
tices, innovative fechnolo-
gles and positive participe:
tion of all stakeholders are
requited for moving towards
sustainable and  efficient
water use management,

India started on a positive
note after Independence by
Utlising swface water of
rivers through multipurpose
projects, hydroelectric and
ater harvesting dams, How-
ever, over the past four
decares, about 8 per cent of
thetotal addition toimigation
areas, 80 per cent of the
drinking water needs and
most of the industrial use is
‘et from groundwater. India,
consequently, is the world's
langest user of groundwater
accounting for 25 per cent of
the global withdrawals, As a
result, the water fable has
heendipping et anaverageof
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| Abhiyan s being implement-
| ed since 2010, with mult-

NEEDS: iz, Which acsounts for 4 per et ofthewrid's watresoures,Uses themforigaion and

domesticand ndustial purposes. o
04 metre everyyear, a framework for optimising
Withwaterbeing astatesub wateruse efficiency by 20 per
Ject, statesUTs need todopol- cent, Many interventionsand
{cy comection. Theadoption of schemes have been intro-
measures stich as water con- duced under this mission.
servation,  groundwater The ‘Per Drop Mare Crop’
recharge, conjunctive use of scheme, infroduced in 2015,
sturface and groundwater, eco- Dromotes wateruse efficency
nornic use of water through irough miero  irrigafion,
approprite ricng and appl espectlly drip and sprinkler
cafion of technologies and imigation, However, only
increasing vater use efficien- about, 10 per cent of the net
oy through recycling can S0Wn area has been covered
improve the situation. The under miero irrigation, The
implementation of measures Sahi Fasal campeign — an
like crop rotation and divers’- awereness generation pro-
fication, increase I drip and ; gramme for educating farm-
spmﬂdermauonmdﬁ;rmeat- Indiaisthe argest A
ing awareness can fither e, Tomieally  remunerative,
bring water use efficiency. userof gl*{)ldedtBlj environmental friendly and
The National Water Mission aCCO‘UI}tiDngl' " mprove water use effcency
waslunchedin201Linorder "o — has been launched It is
fo conseme vater, reee 20 percent ofthe moving at a slow pace, but
wastage and ensure equitable alvthdrumle  would bring dividends if
distribution across and with- gl(}bd] Vﬂﬂlddeﬁl& implemented 1 right

instates, besides mtroducing - s mmmneneey camest The Jd Shaki

- Paradigmshiftneeded o improve wateruse effciency

| stakeholder  participation,
| especially of women, to opti
| mise harvesting of rainwater
and ' integrating it with 1

afforesttion, Desiting of
water bodies and revialising

| ofabandoned borewells have
| als0 been initiated. Progress

underthisrutiativeisdismal,
with watershed development
works progressing &t a shug-

| gish pace and intensive

afforestation yetto begin.
Afal Bhujal Yojana was

{  started in 2020 fo deal with

overexploited and water-
stressed areas of seven states.
The Union Ministry of Ja
Shakti has circulated a Mod:
¢l Bill among al states/UTs o
curh overexploitation and
depletion of groundwater,
Several states have enacted
legislation, but implementa-
tion hasheen effected onlyin
a few. Industries extracting
groundwater in excess of 100
cubie mefresiday are now
tequired fo get an annual
water audit done and reduce
water use by 20 per cent aver
the next three years, Thisis a
stepin the right direction
The Jal Jeevan Missionis on
course fo provide piped drink-
ingwaterwitha finctionaltap
connection to each household
infhecounfrybytheyearend
About 76 per centof the rural
households have been cov-
ered and those remaining and
in urban areas are beng tar-
geted. Participatory irrigation
managementhas brought eff
cieney and reduced the gap

between the created and
utiised iigation potential
These actions are helping in
moving towards demand-driv-

ensupplyof drinking and -
gation water that would make '

consumers responsible for
making timely payments that
can'beutilised for properoper-
afion and mamtenance of
infrestructure,

The NITI Aayog has devel-
oped the Composite Water
Management Index (CWMI),
covering drinking water, -
gation, santation, source
augmentation and restore-
tion of water bodies and
groundwater,  watershed
development, sustainable on-
farm water use practices fo
access and further improve
water management petform-
ance, These performance
indicators, infegrated with
improved policy and gover-
nance, are providing useful
information tostates/UTsand
Union  ministries/depart:
menfs to formulate and
implement  sustainable
strategies and practices for
efficient and - sustainable
Waler management,

There is a need for a para-
digm shift in faking forward
strategies and regulations
and  infegraing  these
through the CWMI, Howey-
¢t, the absence of holistie
implementation and regular
andparticipatory monitoring
at the block, district, state
and national levels is hindz-
ing the pussuit of sustain-
able supply and improved
water use efficiency,
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