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In troubled waters, Polavaram voters
continue to wait for project completion

Conceived in 1941, the project has a history of more than eight decades but eludes people even today; the ruling YSR Congress Party, and the

Oppaosition Telugu Desam Party and its alliance parmer Jana Sena Party hive vowed to complete the project if voted to power in the May 13 poll
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rmid the elections in
Aﬂlm‘lhm Pradesh,
the Polavaram wa-

ter project has taken
centre stage with the par-
ties including the issue in
their manifestos and pro-
mising to complete it if vot-
ed to power.

Both the ruling YSR
Congress  Party (YSRCP)
and the Opposition Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and its
alliance partner Jana Sena
Party {J5P) have vowed to
complete the project and
set deadlines as well. The
BJF did not release any
State-specific  manifesto,
though it is an alliance
partner of the TDP-JSP in
Andhra Pradesh.

From the Ramapada Sa-
gar project conceived in
1541 to Polavaram, the pro-
ject has a history of more
than eight decades but
eludes the peaple even to-
day. The ruling and Oppo-
sition parties, the State and
the Centre resort to blame
game and mudslinging ov-
er inordinate delay in its
completion. Even as reha-
bilitation and resettlement
(R&R) is yet to be complet:
ed. the fate of the project
hangs in the balance as a
partion of the diaphragm
wall was washed away in
the 2015 and 2020 floods,
It is still unclear how to
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Along wait: The Polavaram RER colony at Taduvai in Eluru district of Andhra Pradesh. A total of 371
hakstations in composite East and West Godavar districts were affected due to the project. xus. arl

proceed further on the dia-
phragm wall, and con-
struct the main dam, the
earth-cum-rockfill
structure.

Now, the elections are
slated to be held on May 13,
and all eyes are on the Mo-
lavaram Assembly consti-
tuency, though it may not
be a referendum on the go-
VEIMIMents or parties in the
fray. The general mood of
the public is that the TDP
and YSRCP governments
have played with the senti-
ments and lives of people,
while the BJP at the Centre
ton is to blame. They have
a reason: the RER package
is vat to be taken to a logi-
cal conclusion. A majority
of Polavaram evacuees/

project displaced families
(PDFs) did not receive
compensation and alterna-
tive houses were not pro-
vided to them,

Compensation not paid
Both displaced tribal and
non-tribal  people  recall
that compensation was nat
paid to many of them
though land was given to
tribal people. They also re-
call the blame game bet-
ween the YSECP and the
TDP and promises made
by YSRCP president and
Chief Minister Y.5. Jagan
Mohan Reddy during his
visit to Polavaram. Mr. Ja-
gan Reddy promised to pay
acompensation of $10 lakh
per family, higher than the

16.86 lakh promised by the
TOP  gowernment,  But,
neither 26,86 lakh nor 10
lakh was paid, they point
oul.

The YSRCP government
said that the previous TDP
government in its five years
had paid compensation
anly to 3,073 persons and
released 193 crore, while
the Jagan Reddy gowern-
ment, in it three vears,
paid more — 1,773 crore to
10,330 persons. If it were
the scene, for whom do
they wote? The people,
more particularly PDFs, in
the constituency are divid-
ed, dueless, and have no
other option. “On the one
hand, we are receiving the
benefits under various wel-

fare schemes, on the other
hand, the government has
failed to pay compensa-
tion, complete housing
and fulfil other obliga:
tions,” says Nagaraj, a
vater.

A total of 371 habitations
in composite  East and
West Godavari  districts
were affected due o the
project, and more than
105 lakh families were af-
fected. As many as 23 vil-
lages in Polavaram mandal
were vacated and villagers
were shifted to the R&R co-
lonies. For the PDFs from
Velerupadu and Kuklounur
mandal, the R&R colonies
were constructed near Jan-
gareddvgudem oW,
which comes in the Chin-
thalapudi Assembly seg:
ment under the Eluru Lok
Sabha constituency. More
than 22,000 families were
to be relocated at Challava-
rigndem (Taduvai colony).
The governmeni failed 1o
complete all the houses.
Interestingly, the housing
for Rudrambkota villagers,
which submerges once the
project was complete, did
not start.

Most of the houses con-
stucted  for  non-tribals
were not occupied, and
only about 300 families
opted o shift to Taduval
Colony. Also, more than
1,300 people have pre-
ferred retaining their old
address on voter IDs. "We
are afraid of changing the
address as we lose the na-
tivity in Polavaram,” says a

senior citizen, who is relo-
cated from Velerupadu.

Pouring out their woes,
the residents point out that
there were no  proper
roads and basic infrastruc-
ture. Only one RTC busg
plies — once in the mom-
ing and again in the even-
ing, The schools and hospi-
tal which were promised
remain on paper. The R&R
Colony falls under the
Chintalapudi  Assembly
constituency. Leave alone
the Eluru Lok Sabha con-
stituency candidates,
neither the Chintalapudi
Assembly candidates nor
the Polavaram candidates
visited the colony so far.
“The political partles are
least bothered about eva-
cuees. To whom do we
have to vate? Why should
we vote?”, is a big question
before them,

Andhra Pradesh Sama-
grabhivriddhi Adhyavana
Vedika convener T. Laksh-
mi Marayana says lack of
poditical will was one of the
main reasons for the inor-
dinate delay in the comple-
tion of the praject.

Tribals are a majority
with mearty 1.25 lakh vo-
ters, and Kapus, Kammas,
and OBC communities fo-
gether account for around
one lakh voters. The Polav-
aram Assembly constituen-
cy is set o witness an in-
tense hattle of the ballot,

Andhra Pradesh will
witness simultaneous Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions on May 13.
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SOLAN, MAY

Even as the summer iz yef to
fully set in, several villages
around the popular tourist
town Kasauli in Himachal's
Solan have already started
facing a potable water crisis.
The authorities have been
blaming the sparse winter

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune- 07- May-2024

Summer pangs: Villages around Kasauli without water for days

25,000 AFFECTED AS 15 SCHEMES DRYING UP

¥ Tap supply being received after
four days Instead of the routine

alternate day armangement

ed drying up and 25,000 resi-

Nearly 15 schemes have start-
dents have been affected

|

The affected areas include
Kasau, Parwanoo, Dharampur,
Jabili, Koti, Garkhal and Taksal

rain, which has resulted in an
alarming decline in the dis-
charge from natural sources.

As the Jal Shakti Depart-
ment has been forced to take

up water rationing, about
25,000 residents have been
hit. The tap water supply is
now being released after
three to four daysinstead of

the earlier arrangement of
alternate days,

Jal Shakti Department
Sub-Divisional Officer
(Dharampur) Bhany said the

local supply schemes had
been affected as hardly any
rain was received over the
past  sbcgeven  months.
“Nearly 15 schemes have
started drying up. The water
discharge has fallen by 50 to
60 per cent in areas around
Kasauli and Parwanoo,
including Dharampur, Jabli,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Summer pangs: Villages around Kasauli without..

Koti, Garkhal and Taksal.
The little rain that- was
received in April helped reju-
venate the natural sources a
bit and the supply is expected
to last till May-end,” the Sub-
Divisional Officer said.
Bhanu said 7.2 lakh litres of
water used {o be lifted daily
from a scheme in Dharam-

pur, but the discharge had
declined to 2 lakh litres.

The residents of several vil-
lages have started buying
water through tankers despite
its quality being a cause for
concern. More than 550 cases
of diarrhoea, awater-borne ail-
ment, have already surfaced
in Parwanoo.

There have been reports of
tanker suppliers lifting water
from ‘nullahs’ and ‘khuds’,

_which are a potential source of

contamination due to the lack
of any mechanism to check
the quality of water. The delay
in commissioning the Rs 102
crore Giri  potable water
scheme, meant to augment

supply to Kasauli and its sub-
urbs, has aggravated the crisis,
Funded jointly by Jal Jiwan
Mission (Rs 56 crore) and the
National Bank for Agricul-
ture Development (Rs 46
crore), the project’s tender
was awarded in August 2021
and the scheme was to be
completed by July 2023.
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