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Water level in reservoirs down 22%

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, May 16

WATER LEVELIN the country's 150
major reservoirs has fallen 22%
belowthe previousyear's matk,data
telated on Thursday showed. The
decline has been due to deficient
monsoon lastseason, scantyainfall
in winter months and prolonged
heat waves in several parts of the
countryin April,

This is 32nd week in a row that
thewater levels have declined.

According to the Central Water
Commission (CWC), waterlevelsare
8% below last 10-yearaverage.The
reservoir's capacity is filled up to
25%. As many as 42 of them in
southernstatescurrentlyhave only
4% capacity filled, as per the CWC.
Of these, 5 have gone dry.

The 23 reservoirs in the east,
however, hold around 4% more
water than last year, Lower water
level,especiallyin thesouth, s ikely
to impact the supplies in several
places in summer months and hit
summer crops such as paddy and
pulses. Of these reservoirs, 20 have
hydroelectric potential, which is
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likely to be hit because of lower
water levels.

Thewater levelsin the damsare
expected to rise with the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
onWednesdayannouncing that the
southwest monsoon is likely to set
over Kerala on May 31, with a mar-
ginof +/-4 days,

Last month, the department had
forecast ‘above normal' monsoon
rainfallat 106% of the benchmark
long period avetage (LPA) with an
averageerrormarginof +/- 5% dur-
ing June-September this year, with
90% chances of the rains being in

the “normal-to-excess”range.

Itspredictionwasalso sanguine
aboutregional distributionasit said
‘above-normal'rainfall is expected
“overmost partsof the countrywith
exception of some parts of North-
East, North-West and statesinclud-
ing Odishaand Chhattisgath’.

Heatwave alert for
northwest India

Heatwave conditions are
expected over northwest India dur-
ing the next five days, with Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi pre-
dicted to bear the maximum

impact, the India Meteorological
Department said on Thursday.

Afresh heatwave spell will also
commence over east and central
[ndia from May 18,

The Met office issued an orange
alertfor Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan
and Delhi, emphasising "high
health concern" forvulnerable peo-
ple, including infants, the eldetly,
and thosewith chronic diseases.

Ayellowalert has beenissued for
cast Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, [hark-
hand, Gangetic West Bengal and
Odisha. =Pl
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Summer cropsin trouble as
heat sucks up reservoir waters

AP

New Delhi: Sowing of crucial summer crops this year have
been affected with water levelsin India’s 150 major reser-
voirs depleting furtherto 25% of their total capacity, leaving
farmers hoping that the forecast of anormal monsoon will
bear fruit. As per the Central Water Commission bulletin,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka in the South
and Bihar and West Bengal on the East have been facing
significant shortfalls in water storage. PUJA DAS



