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Drought hits parts of state as K'taka asks
Maha to release water from Koyna dam

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Belagavi

TO tide over the worsening
drought in several parts of Kar-
nataka, the State Government
has appealed to the Maharashtra
government for release of water
from Koyna dam to the Krishna
river, Karantaka PWD Minister
Satish JarKkiholi has said.

Speaking to the media in Be-
lagavi on Friday, Satish said
that the government is confi-
dent that Maharashtra would
release water. The meagre
amount of water available in
the Krishna river currently
would last only for the next 10
days, he said, adding that if the
water was released from Ma-
harashtra’s Koyna dam, it
would help people of several
drought-hit areas in North
Karnataka.

However, the government
would utilise water from Hid-
kal dam to ensure a continued
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supply of water to all the af-
fected areas if the situation de-
manded after 10 days, he said.
Satish said with untimely
rains lashing several parts of
the state, the government would
ensure supply of drinking wa-
ter to the affected areas through
tankers. Orders had been is-
sued to the Gram Panchayats
already to buy more water tank-
ers to avoid drinking water
problem, he said.
Arrangements had been

made to supply 1 tmcft of water
from Hidkal dam to the Krish-
na river and another 1 tmeft
would also be released soon, he
said. Tahsildars have been
asked to take immediate meas-
ures to ensure supply of drink-
ing water in the affected areas.
‘Cong will win 14-17 seats in
K’'taka’ Including the Belagavi
and Chikkodi seats, the Con-
gress would win 14 -17 seats in
Karnataka in the Lok Sabha
elections, Satish said. While
stating that the Congress would
win more number of seats in
Mumbai and Hyderabad-Kar-
nataka regions this time, he
said, the decision of the party
to field the children of Cabinet
ministers would help the party
increase its seat tally. The deci-
sion to allot the party tickets to
the children of ministers was
taken by the Congress high
command and BJP had no mor-
al right to criticise it, he said.
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