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Continue ongoing demolition work
for w1den1ng of Mithi river, says HC

Swati.Deshpande

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Bombay high court
vacation bench, on Saturday,
allowed ongoing demolition
work for the wideningof Mithi
river to proceed and found no
case macde out by occupants of
residential and commercial
structures, to stay it or delay
the developmental project, on
a plea made by encroachers.
The HC vacation bench of
Justices N R Borkar and Soma-
sekhar Sundaresan, however,
granted liberty to a set of peti-
tioners to approach the Bri-
hanMumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) to reconsider
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their ineligibility and others
already eligible to opt for eit-
her alternate accommodate or
compensation.

Three petitions were mo-
ved urgently overnight for a
Saturday holiday hearing ci-
tingscheduled weekend demo-
lition by the BMC.

Since permanent demoli-
tion of premises, whether of a
residence or a place of busi-
ness, is a grave exercise, said
the HC, it heard them. In one
petition, five occupants were
held ineligible, in another one,
and in the third, all 13 were in-
eligible for alternate accom-
modation, “suddenly, inexpli-
cably” though earlier held eli-
gible by Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Authori-
ty (MMRDA) in 2013, conten-
ded their advocate Mathews

Nedumpara.

The HC said the demolition
was underway and noting pre-
viousorders inconnected mat-
ters, had called for a survey to
know if the process was follo-
wed. After also hearing BMC
senior counsel Narendra Wa-
lawalkar, HC observed it inde-
ed had, asall had received civie
notice. Occupants sought a
stay forongoingdemolitiontill
their appeal, against ineligibi-
litv for alternate accommoda-
tion, pending before an addi-
tional municipal commissio-
ner is decided. HC said while
BMC decides the petitioners
eligibility afresh, their appeal
be suspended.

Poor rainfall caused up to 20% water cuts in last 6 years

@‘IIMESDIOUD cam

Mumbai: BMC has imposeda
water eut of 5% sinoe May 30
that will double to 10% from
June 5, While there's no word
on when it will be lifted, sucha
measure stays in place till the
MONS00N arrives o replenish
water stocks. The expected on-
setof themonsoan is June 11,
However, a glance at Mg
ures of the last six years
shivwvs that Mumbai had fared
WOTSE 0N PrEVious OCeasions.
It faced around 10:20% waler
cuts owing to less rainfall,
with the exception of 2021,
with the longest lasting over

(Figures do not include cuts introduced for repairs or other works)

eight months, from Nov 2006
till July 2018 {see graphic).
While some officials said
the early withdrawal of mon-
soon in 20X had led water
storks to drop below 10%—the

lowest in the last three years

a senior BMC official said
ihis year's action s “a precau:
thonary measure”, “The situa:
tion is not bad. We have re-
served stock approved by the

state govt, " said the official.

Earlier, the city had en-
countered stricter curbs on
supply, During the 2018 mon-
so0n, lakes in catchment ar-
cighad received good rainfall
In hune and July, but net in
Aug and Sept, leading to the
longest water cut in the last
six years. Lake levels filled up
o 737% of the required
quantum that year In 2015,
foo, erratic rainfall had led to
0% water cuts from Aug that
vear The same year, BMC had
also imposed around 50% wa-
ter cut for bulk consumers
like malls, star hotels, facto-
ries and stadiums.

A BMU official said in the

last few years, it had rained
even in Oct, but in the last
season, the city barely got
any rain after Sept 26, BMC
officials are hoping for satis-
factory rainfall in the cateh:
ment areag soon after the
monsoon'sarrival.

On Saturday, a 5-10% re-
duction in BMC's water sup-
ply to Thane, Bhiwandi-Ni-
zampur Municipal Corpora-
tions and ather villages, too,
wasannounced. So far, water
cuts had been announced on-
Iy in Mavi Mumbai and Pan-
vel in MMR. Navi Mumbai
Municipal Corporation has
announceda watercutof one
day a week, while in Fanvel,

supply will be provided only
onalternate days. Thane and
Kalyan-Dombivli civie bod-
s have niot imposed similar
measures sofar,

Thi stoeks inthe lakessup-
plying water to the city drop-
ped to 5% (136 lakh million
litres) on Sunday. The figure
had stood at 14.7% (212 lakh
million litres) Last year and
19.8% (2,83 lakh million litres)
in 2022 on the sameday. In ad:
dition to this, the state gavt
has also sanctioned 157 lakh
million litres of water from
Bhatsadam and 91,130 million
litres from Upper Vaitarna
dam for Mumbai thisseason.

{With inpuais by BB Nayak)
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Kufos calls for special fund
to monitor Periyar, suspects
release of sulphur into river

absolute ecosystem health: team also suggests setting up of a regular sampling system

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

he Kerala Universi-
T ty of Fisheries and
Ocean studies (Ku-

fos), which concluded a
preliminary study on the
mass fish kill in the Patha-
lam-Edayar segment of the
Periyar on May 21 and 22,
called for a special fund to
monitor the health of the
river.

The Kufos report ex-
pressed misgivings about
possible direct release of
sulphur into the river as
yellow-coloured powder-
like substances were found
in the water.

The Kufos committee re-
commended allocation of a
special fund for the Periyar
to monitor it for pollution,

biodiversity index, carry-
ing capacity, and absolute
ecosystem health. The Ku-
fos team has suggested a
real-time monitoring and
regular sampling system
for the river throughout
the year. The preliminary
report was submitted to

Fisheries Minister Saji
Cherian on Saturday.
Poultry meal factories

The report also pointed to
the presence of poultry
meal factories along the
river. There are at least half
a dozen poultry meal fac-
tories in the region, gener-
ating foul smell and caus-
ing serious social
concerns. The process of
plant operations, protacols
and associated inputs
along with products and

by-products should be in-
vestigated to find probable
pollutants, the report
noted.

The report said that in-
itial fish mortality due to
poor water parameters led
to mass mortality of aguat-
ic fauna for many kilo-
metres from the source.
The water quality further
deteriorated due to the
mass mortality and the sys-
tem is yet to recover. The
inhabitant fishes and those
stocked in more than 100
cages in the river were
killed in the event.

Fishes were reared at
the density of 20 to 30 kg/
m3 in cages and even a
slight change in water qual-
ity, health of the animal,
environmental parame-
ters, or host pathogen dy-

namisms would contribute
to the sudden death of fish,
the report added.

Basic water quality pa-
rameters such as tempera-
ture, salinity, pH, dissolved
oxygen and ammonia le-
vels were analysed on the
day of mass fish kill and on
the day after. These need
to be compared with prior
data of the Pollution Con-
trol Board.

The comparative analy-
sis will be incorporated in
the final report.

The tests showed lower
dissolved oxygen levels,
abnormally high values of
ammonia, and low pH le-
vels. Such conditions can
individually or collectively
cause reduced health,
stress and even mortality
among aquatic organisms.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GANGA
AS ONE OF OUR HOLIEST RIVERS

ITH the spotlight on Kashi for
reasons we all know, it's inter-
esting to look again at its cul-
tural significance. Some come
to Kashi to die a ‘holy death’
with the surety of salvation.
Death itself is known as ‘Kashi
Labk', the ‘Profit of Kashi', while Kalb-
hairay, the city's fierce guardian deity, is
addressed as '‘Kala-kala’, the ‘Death of
death’, like his master Shiva.

Far at least over three millennia, every
Hindu pilgrim to Kashi carried away a
small sealed copper pot or two of Ganga
water to his far corner of the sub-conti-
nent. The pot is kept in his prayer nook or
room. Every time there is a death in the
family, the seal is broken and a few drops
of Gangajal are poured intothe dving per-
son's mouth for his or her salvation. The
pots have heen steadily replaced by each
generation, so the Ganga may literally be
found in every Hindu home across India.

No wonder there were salty local
sayings about this never-ending ebb and
flow of humanity in Varanasi. The mod-
ern satirical poet ‘Bedhab’ Banarasi
joked, ‘Bedhab kabhon na chhodiyo aisi
Kashidham/Marne pe Ganga miley, jeete
langra aam.’ ‘Never leave a place like
Kashi, Bedhab, where dying, you have
the Ganga, and alive, langra mangoes’.

When in Kashi, this rush of associations
made me run impulsively to the Ganga’s
sandy edge across firom the ghats and wade
in deeper and deeper until I could swim a
few strokes. My modest cotton tunic and
pants ballooned comically in the water and
a few people in wooden boats some dis-
tance away looked at me for a moment, but
only for a moment, since Kashi has seen
everybody and everything. A soft plop to
the other side made me turn my head
swiftly A small, sleek brown body dived
down and I was just in time to catch that
veriest glimpse of a Gangetic dolphin.

Treading water; T looked back at the
ghats with the illusion of being right in
the middle of the broadly curving river,
filled by a sense of deep connectedness, It
was a sodden, sandy business goingback,
but the epiphany was worth it. | under-
stood why Adi Sankara, the pillar of Hin-
duism, rushed forward in exhilaration at
his first glimpse and hurled himself into
the river, crying, “Mother! Your child
from the South has come to you!” I had
laughed scornfully at this story as a cool
undergrad at Delhi University. But to ac-
tually be in the river was quite another

RENUKA NARAYANAN

FAITHLINE

thing. The centuries were on the Ganga's
side and it was part of my ‘hard-wiring".
There was no escaping that hold.

This uncontrellable rush of joy towards
the Ganga was nof unique to me or my in-
finitely saintlier predecessors. Such spon-
taneous leaps are not unusual in a regular
Hindu pilgrim or even a reluctant one, nor
in a suddenly-overtaken casual visitor, for
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One can witness Ganga's girlish,
joyful dance as she tumbles down
the mountains through Rishikesh
before entering the plains, where she
sobers in her flow. From Haridwar,
she turns positively wide and
matronly as she proceeds further
eastwards to Bengal and the sea

the idea of the Ganga is imbibed “with
mother's milk”, as the saving goes, and cel-
ebrated through story, song and prayer in
almost every Indian language. The callous
modern disregard for the physicality of
the river is therefore hard to understand.
Meanwhile, the pilgrim party never
stops along the Ganga’s banks. It begins
at its icy Himalayan source, Gomukh,
with offerings of flowers. As the Ganga
makes her way from the snowline down
to pine forests, the pilgrim presence picks
up velume with many sacred chants at
the ashrams along its banks at Rishikesh.
While the soul-seekers meditate, chant
and pray on the riverbank, another kind
of party goes on in the river itself.
Hooting and hollering, river rafters

and kayakers bounce on the Ganga be-
tween the bronzed rocks on the wilder
stretches of the river, in and out of rapids
with terrifying names like ‘Golf Course’
and “Three Blind Mice’. I, too, have been
river-rafting on that stretch from
Rishikesh to Haridwar, to experience the
Ganga’s girlish, joyful dance as she tum-
bles down the mountains and enters the
plains, where she suddenly sobers in her
flow. From Haridwar, she turns positive-
ly wide and matronly as she proceeds
further across the endless hot and dusty
plains eastwards to Bengal and the sea.
Hindus say she swells as she goes with
the increasing load of human sin washed
away in her as she flows from tirtha to
tirtha (a holy place by the water).

The meeting of the Ganga with the
sea at journey’s end is considered a mys-
tic moment. However, in a quirky link
with the English who founded Calcutta
on the Ganga's estuary,  experienced the
river not from a pilgrim place but froma
river warden’s hoat. The river warden
wore a white uniform and a black kepi
and his face was wrinkled around the
eves from years of peering intently at the
river and its banks, taking in details oth-
ers would probably not notice. He knew
every inch of the river on his stretch,
every rock hidden in the riverbed,
every shifting sand bank, every tide.

“Dio you pray to the Ganga?” I ventured
when a silent camaraderie of sorts was
established after twenty minutes or so of
peacefully watching theriver The warden
grinned. “I'ma child of this river,asmuch
as any Bhishma. T am the Ganga, an indi-
visible part of her while alive. And one
day, my ashes will float on her waves and
disappear into her.” He chuckled when I
shared a very in-house Hindu verse with
him from the river's upper reaches: ‘Be-
fore you come here in a pot or a jar/Do
spend some time alive in Haridwar’,

Chop and change as we may, there's
no evading the fact that our personal
journeys have never ceased to flow
with the Ganga.

(Views are personal)
(shebaba0¥agmail.com)
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