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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 28

After the fiasco at the
Kaleshwaram  barrages,
irrigation department offi-
cials are learnt to have
decided to take up safety
inspections at all dams in
the state as per the Dam
Safety Act regulations. Of
the 174 medium and major
dams, safety investigations
have been taken up at only
25, and it was decided that
the rest will also undergo a
full safety audit soon.

This decision was taken at
a meeting of senior irriga-
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KLIS row pushes TG to review all dams’ safety

tion department officials on
Tuesday where they are
learnt to have reviewed
steps taken last year and the
ones that needed to be taken
this year.

As per the Dam Safety Act,
pre and post monsoon
inspections - the first for
preparedness of the dams to
face monsoon flows in
rivers, and the second to
check for damages or needs
for repairs post monsoon -
are required.

Tuesday's meeting was
also attended hy the State
Dam Safety Organisation
officials, engineers from the

operations and mainte-
nance wings. It is learnt
that the fresh inspections
and audits will include dam
safety, dam breaking analy-
ses, and emergency action
plans in case they are need-
ed for each dam.

While the flood design
analysis would be requested
to be conducted by the
Central Water Commission,
Walamtari, the Water and
Land Management
Training Institute, would be
tasked with the dam break
analysis and preparation of
emergency action plants, it
is learnt. The analyses will

include poring over 40 years
of flood data, the capacities
of each dam to withstand
floods, and so on.

The meeting was attended
by officials from Karnataka
who briefed about the steps
being taken at Narayanpur
and Almatti dams for their
safety and that the required
studies would be conducted
there too.

The meeting discussed the
state of lift irrigation
schemes and it is learnt that
officials concluded that
some 65 small and medium
lift irrigation schemes need
repairs.
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Remal claims 20 livesin
Mizoram, twoinAssam

i :
People wade through a severely waterlogaed road following
heawvy rainfall triggered by the Cyclone Remal, at Silchar in
Cachar on Tuesday. , A

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 28 MAY

At least 20 people lost their
lives in Mizoram when a
stone quarry caved indue to
landslides triggered by
cyclonic storm Remal, and two
peoplewerekilled inAssam.

The Meteorcological
Department has predicted
heavy weather activity for
the next two days.

Cyclonic storm Remal
weakened within six hours of
making landfall on Sunday
night, subsequently shifting
northeastward towards
Bangladesh.Despite its weak-
ening, the storm's spread
and intensity are expected to
be greater in Meghalayaand
Assam. On Monday, high-
speedwinds measuringabout
50 kilometers per hour,
accompanied by heavyrains,
wreaked havoc across the
region.

The severe weather con-
ditions snapped communi-
cation links and triggered
landslides in multipleareas.In
Mizoram, the tragicincident
occurred on the outskirts of
Aizawl town where a stone
quarry caved in, resulting in
the loss of 20 lives, Chief
Minister of Mizoram Lal-
duohma said.

The Chief Minister visit-
ed thesiteatMelthumvillage
where the tragedy struck in
the early morning hours of
Monday.He announced an

T T

ex-gratia of Bs 4 lakh for the
familyofthedeceased. Healso
sanctioned Rs 15crore from
thedisaster mitigation fund
forthe mitigation initiatives.

The calamity highlights
thesevereimpact of thestorm
in the region. Assam also
taced significant casualties.
Two individuals lost their
lives, onein Kamrupand the
other in Morigaon, when
high-speed winds uprooted
trees that fell on their vehi-
cles. Additionally, twelve
school students sustained
injurieswhen atreefell on their
school bus. Assam CM Himan-
taBiswa 5arma addressed the
situation on social media
platform X, formerly known
asTwitter. Hestated, "Cyclone
Remal has affected Assam,
causingstorms in many areas.
Tragically, a 1 7-year old stu-
dentdied in Morigaonand 12
students were injured in
Dekhiajuli due to fallingtrees.

In Guwahati, uprooted
treesin places like Cotton Uni-
versity and Jyoti Chitraban
caused no damage topeople.
Power supply is disrupted
in lower Assam, including
Guwahati. We are monitor-
ing the situationand request
everyone tostayindoorsuntil
the situation stabilizes.”

Inresponse to the storm,
ferryservices over the Brahma-
putra River have been sus-
pended until further notice
to ensure the safety of com-
muters.
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A river in the Kongu region, which once
fostered a civilisation, has gone dry

Kousika originates from Kurudimalai and traverses 52 km after streams from the hills merge with i

Thadagam valley. The river also face

Avantika Krishna
R. Krishnamioor by

‘ athura menznathl perukd
yirubaral vashive, Vakatwakai
luthipAyang kurudi malainra
MurugA," goes a verse from
The Tiruppugazh, the 15th Century anthology of
religious songs sung by Saint Arunagidnathar.
Translating to — “By the floods in River
W bram inundating the banks, with water
Jjumping about in all directions in this place called
Furudimalai...That is Your abode, Oh MurugA!”
the text is ome of the earliest literary references o
Kurudimialal, the origin of River Madhuram,
known today as Kouslka, Arumagirinathars poetlc
wirds imply the dynamic low of the river,
hirting at its historical and culboral significance.
Comservationists in the Kongu region, where
thie river merges with the Moyyal before joining
the Cauvery, say, “Its present predicament does
injustice 1o its beauty described in the e

Debate on classification

In fact, according to revenue records, the river is
afficially called *Vanmathangara Odal’, “The
delwate on its classification as a rives has persited
For decades. However, given is historical and
archacological significance, as well as its ongoing
contribution to modern irrigation, it deserves
recognition as a river,” says Selvaraj, secretary of
the Kousika Neerkarangal Trust, which is
Evedved i the watershed development and
rejuvenation of the Konesika.

Originating from the Kurnudimalai or Kuruthi
Hills, which boasts of a peak named after William
Lambtom, the renowned surveyor of India, this
river once iraversed 52 kim after several streams
Fromm the hills merged with it near the foothills,
Today, ore of the riviler trilataries is blocked by
brick kilns in the Thadagam valley, narmowing its
width to 12-20 metres. The river also faces
miltiple interruptions from encroachments
thirougluout its course in the Anmur, Subur,
Sarcarsarmakulam, and Perivanadckenpalyam
hilocks in Coimbatore district and the Avinashi
block in Tiruppur district, In total, the river has a
catchment of 523 square kilometres,

Excavathons in 20101

The Kousika Neerkarangal Trust says the river,
which fostered a civilisation about 2,000 years
ag, is not even a shadow of what it was, In 2011,
ateam of students, archaeological professors,
and historians conducted exravations and the
carbor-dating of arefcts unearthed along the
Bamks suggests the river could be 10,000 vears
old. This assertion is suppored by archacological
findings in Kovilpalayam and idigaral, dating hack
tothe fron Age (1300 BCE-500 BCE). These
artefacts are displayed at the Coimbatore
Government Mussurm.

y ,l-;-_-' P it

near the foothills. One of the rivalet tributaries is blocked by brick kilns in
interruptions from encroachments throughout its course in Coimbatore and Tiruppur districts, The river has a catchment of 525 sg, km
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Dwath of a river: Historically, the Kousika had been known to be a perennial river, Qnly in the Last 10 ta 12 years has it bean drying up in summess, and sometimes een during
v, The Lk linked 1 the fver are now langely dry sod filled with wiste, The phato shows the dry ier along Saltyamangalam Road in Cormbalone. 5 ShSRO0HIN

I fact, some vears ago, catthe skeletons,
including eeth samples, were excavated from
its banks. and carbon-dating found them to be
around 15000 years ol This adds evidence
o the anclent histary of the Kongu region.

B FOONGUNDRAN,

Toner Assbaan Director,
Taml Kl Saie Depariment of Archaenkogy

“I facct, seme years agn, catthe skebetons,
including tecth samples, were excivated from its
banks, and carbon-dating found them to be
arcund 15,000 years old, This adds evidence to
the anchent hiswory of the Kongu region,” says K.
Poorgundran, former Assistant Director of the
Tamil Madu State Department of Archaeolngy.

K. Rajan, Professor and Head of the
Department of History at Pondicherry University,
whis has 20 years of experience in archaeclogical
expeditions in Tamil Nadw, states in his research
praper, Archaelogy of Tamilnadi (Rorgu

Country), “Megalithic pir, main cist, port hole,
subssiddiary cist and burkal urns were also Fund "

One of the first excavators of the riverbanks
wis Robert Bruce Foote, a British geologist and
archaeologist who conducted geological surveys
of prehistoric locations in India in the 1860s. “4ta
time when the British government was looking o
a6t up raibway lines in the region, Brice Foote
undertonk excavations m ensure that artefacts
wene not ruined in the process,” says Kumaravel
Ramaswany, secretary of Yaakkal Heritage Trust,
which has been documenting the river's history
for several years.

Still linked to tanks

Today, the course of the Kousika continues to
retain link with mumerous tanks coming under
the Athikadavu-avinashi Irrigation Project,
inelucing the Kousile Lake near Kilathupakaarm,
the Sarkarsamakulam Lake near Bl palanvam,
amd the Agrakarasamakulam Lake near kdikarai,
Hiowwever, changes in waterways, low rainfall,
sinking groundwater bevels, and riverbed
encroachment have severely aflected i fow,
raking it pearly nom-existent fof maost of the

year. In the Sulur black, the groundwater level is
eritical, and in the other four blocks, it is
ererexploited, according 1o data from the Kousika
MNeerkarangal Trust, endorsed by the Water
Respurces Department.

Historically, the river had been kmown o be
perennial. “Only in the last 10w 2 years has &
been drving up insummess, and Sometimes even
during monsoons. The tanks linked to the river
are now largely dry and filled with waste, weed,
and debris, which may impact the
Athikadavu-Avinashl Ierigation Project. Current
effors focts on rejuvenating these tanks” says
Mr. Sebvaraj. Whils the river has apparently fided
out of memory, conserationists in Coimbatore:

refect on its past glory and underscone
the need for rejuvenation amid depleting water
resources and rapbd development. Echobng this,
S, Tirumrthi, caretaker of the Kaatu Bannari
A Tempde in the Kurthi Hills, says, “This
vear, the district faced sevene heatwave and water
depletion. In tmes like this, we ought m leave o
stome untirmed in our endeavour i revive every
waterbody, more importamly the once-popular
Vannathangary Odai”
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