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The Times of India- 31- May-2024

Monsoon arrives early, and
simultaneously in Kerala, N-E

Vishwa.Mohan
@Ftimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Marking the he-
ginning of the four-month
rainy season in the country,
MDD on Thursday an-
nounced the arrival of mon-
soon simultaneously over
Kerala and most parts of
northeast India including
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo-
ram, Arunachal Pradesh
and most parts of Tripura,
Meghalaya and Assam.

While monsoon showers
hit Kerala two days ahead of
the normal date of onset on
Junel, it has set in over north-
oeast India six days before the
normal date of June 5.

The monsoon’s arrival
over Kerala and northeast si-
multaneously is not very
common. The last time it hap-
pened was seven years ago on
May 30, 2017 triggered by Cy-
clone Mora that formed over
Bay of Bengal. This time, Cy-
clone Remal was the trigger.

The monsoon covers the
entire country by July 8, It
normally arrives in Delhi-
NCR inthe last weelk of June.

As per IMID)Y's forecast,
monsoon rainfall during the
June-Sept season is most
likely to be ‘above normal’,

The monsoon has also ad-
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® 3 dead, over 41K hit in Assam 2-day holiday in Manipur
Cyclone Remal mggers rams ﬂoods in N-E

MANOJ ANAND Hailakandi. Heavy ero-

with agency inputs sion was also reported

GUWAHA‘H/ IMPHAL/ from Silchar and

SHILLONG, MAY 30 Udharbond in Cachar dis-
trict.

In what is said to be the Meanwhile, in view of

impact of Cyclone Remal,
the Northeast states are
now grappling with severe
floods following incessant
rains, resulting in major
rivers of the states over-
flowing above the danger
level and prompting the
state governments to initi-
ate active rescue and relief
operations.

Spurred by the cyclone,
the southwest monsoon
set in over the Kerala
coast and parts of the
Northeast on Thursday, a
day earlier than forecast
by the weather office.

In Assam, at least three
people were killed — two

A flood hlt area followmg heavy rainfall in the aftermath
of Cyclone Remal in Imphal, Manipur, on Thursday. — PTI

in Cachar and one in
Karimganj district — and
41,719 people were affected
as the cyclone and inces-
sant rains rocked the state
on Thursday, sources said.
Roads and rail tracks were
also damaged, leading to
the cancellation of trains
to and from southern
Assam, Tripura,

Mizoram, and Manipur.
According to the Assam
state disaster manage-
ment authority (ASDMA),
at least eight districts are
currently affected by the
floods.

Landslides were report-
ed from 11 villages in
Dima Hasao, three in
Cachar and one in

severe flooding caused by
breaches in embankments
along river banks in
Manipur, the state govern-
ment on Thursday
declared a two-day public
holiday for all state offices
until May 31. Citizens
have been urged to stay
indoors unless faced with
an emergency, according
to a government directive.
“Both May 30 and May 31
have been designated pub-
lic holidays for all state
government offices, corpo-
rations, autonomous bod
ies, and societies under
the Manipur govern-
ment,” the order added.
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The Pioneer- 31- May-2024

HELPING ANIMALS BEAT HEAT
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Water being sprinkled on dees on a hot summer day. (Inset) A zookeeper sprinkles water on an elephant on a hot summer day 2 the National Zaological Park in New
Deihi on Thursday Rangan Dimyi / The Pioneer
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Delhi govt to move SC for
more water from Hry, UP

Current status of Yamuna rlver

Paras Singh

paras ®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With Delhi in the
grip of a heatwave, and parts of
the city experiencing an acute
water supply shortage. Delhi
water minister Atishi on Thurs-
day said that the government
will approach the Supreme
Court to get additional raw water
from neighbouring Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh.

Atishi announced a slew of
emergency measures, which
comprise setting up a water
tanker war room headed by an
1AS officer toimprove availabil-
ity, and imposing a complete ban
on the use of potable water for
construction and washing of
vehicles, among others.,

Addressing a press confer-
ence after areview meeting that
included urban development
minister Saurabh Bharadwaj,
senior government officials and
chief secretary Naresh Kumar at
the secretariat on Thursday aft-
ernoon, Atishi said Delhi is
water-dependent on the Yamuna
which feeds the city’s water
treatment plants (WTPs) at
Chandrawal, Wazirabad and
Okhla. “The raw water from
Yamuna is stopped at Wazirabad
and fed to these three plans. |
inspected the Wazirabad bar-
rage today and the water level
was 670.2 feet. against the nor-
mal level of 674 feet, When there
is less raw water availability, it
impacts operations of Chan-
drawal, Wazirabad and Okhla
WTPs," the minister said.

Bharadwaj said that the peti-
tion in the Supreme Court is
likely to be filed by Friday morn-
ing. “Our plea is that Delhi is fac-
ing water shortage and if our
neighbouring states have any
water that they can provide, they
should share it with Delhi durmg
this emergency condition.”

Measures to alleviate
water stress

Announcing alleviation meas-
ures, Atishi said: "Areas with
shortage of water supply need
waler tankers. We are setting up
acentral water tanker war room
at DJB headquarters, which
would be headed by a senior IAS
officer. People can call 1916 help-
line, which will send the request
to the war room for providing

Water level
n Thursd

MEASURES TO ALLEVIATE WATER STRESS

Delhi toapproach | (ar service and repair centres
Supreme Court to | using potable water to be
i sealed by DPCC

Construction sites usmg potable
i water to be sealed by MCD

seek additional
supply from

Haryana, UP

the tankers.”

Atishi said that currently, sub-
divisional magistrates (SDMs)
are busy with election duties, but
from June 5, each of the 1l water
zones in Delhi would be headed
by an SDM or ADM-level officer
for setting up quick reaction
teams to address shortages in
hot spots, coordinate tanker
operations and address com-
plaints. She said that as
announced a day prior, 200 DJB
(Delhi Jal Board) teams would be
formed to issue challans on
water wastage and this cell will
also be headed by an TAS officer.

In additional measures, she
said that two important bans
have been added. “There would
be a complete ban on use of
potable water at construction
sites and car service stations.
Violating units would be sealed

headquarters.

by the MCD (Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi) and DPCC (Delhi
Pollution Control Committee),
respectively. Enforcement teams
will be deployed from Friday,”
she said.

Blame game

The tussle between the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) government
ministers and bureaucracy con-
tinued on Thursday, with Bhar-
adwaj ruing the absence of offi-
cers heading the health depart-
ment and DJB at the review
meeting.

“Without informing their
respective ministers, the health
secretary and DJB CEO have
both gone on leave at such a crit-
ical time... and they were not
presentin the meeting,” he said.

The minister said that chief
secretary Naresh Kumar

Yamuna feeds %
: Wazirabad and
Chandrawal
water treatment,
plants &

Water tanker war
room Ileblme -

Central water tanker l mzomstohave
war room, headed by

a senior IAS officer,
tobe setup at DJB

quick reaction teams
headed by SDMs from Junes

200 teams toissue 2,000
challzns on water wastage

informed them about the offi-
cers’ leaves.

Besides the measures, Atishi
blamed neighbouring Haryana
for the water shortage in Delhi.
“The water level in Yamuna on
May 30 in last few years was
around 674.5 feet to 673.8 feet.
but it has now dropped to 670.3
feet,” she said.

A Haryena government irriga-
tion department official, request-
ing anonymity, said that Hary-
ana has been supplying water
due to Delhi, as per the agree-
ments, “Dzthi approached SCin
previous years as well. We will
put forward our position in the
court,” the official said

Over the last week, Haryana
government has repeatedly
refuted claims of Delhi govern-
ment accusing it of creating
water crisis in the Capital.
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