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Irrigation project
lies in neglect

It was built in Mulakapalli of Kothagudem district 45 years ago

JAMES EDWIN
KOTHAGUDEM

The Mukamamidi irrigation
project, built 45 years ago, in
Mulakalapalli mandal in the
district, is crying for atten-
tion.

The project with a vol-
ume content of 160 million
cubic feet is spread over 378
acres. This project is a rain-
fed project and is meant to
provide irrigation to farm
fields in Kurupulagudem,
Rangapuram, Mukamamidji,
Mogaralagutta, Mulkala-
pally, and others. The foun-
dation stone for the dam
was laid in 1978 by the then
Chief Minister of erstwhile
Andhra Pradesh Jalagam
Vengala Rao. It was inaugu-
rated in 1980 by the then
Chief  Minister = Marri
Chenna Reddy. About 3,260
acres could be cultivated
through this project, whose
source is Pamuleru Stream,
a tributary of river Go-
davari. Officials said 15,570
cusecs of water would be
discharged through the right
and left canals of the project.
However, the project later
was left to its fate and is cur-
rently in a dilapidated state.
As the project reached dead

SORRY STATE

© The rain-fed project has a volume
content of 160 million cubic feet
and is spread over 378 acres

© The foundation stone was laid in
1978 by the then CM of erstwhile
AP Jalagam Vengala Rao

© It was inaugurated in 1980 by
the then Chief Minister
Marri Chenna Reddy

© About 3,260 acres could be
cultivated through this project,
whose source is Pamuleru, a %
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tributary of river Godavari

o Officials said 15,570 cusecs of

water would be discharged

through the right and left canals

‘ There are no signs of crops like paddy

getting cultivated in the Vanakalam

© As the project reached dead
storage level in summer, farmers

stayed away from activity in Yasangi

storage level in summer,
local farmers stayed away
from farm activity in the
Yasangi season. There are
no signs of crops like paddy
getting cultivated in the
Vanakalam season either as
the gates of the dam are in a
damaged condition, said a
farmer Are Ramesh.

BJP district president
Ranga Kiran, who visited
the project recently at the
request of the local farmers,

said the previous BRS gov-
ernment had sanctioned
about Rs 9 crore in 2019 for
the development of the proj-
ect, and works worth Rs 6
crore had been completed.
Speaking to Telangana
Today, Kiran said the proj-
ect gates were in a dilapi-
dated condition because of
which the water would flow
out through these canals and
the farmers could not get
water when they needed it.

season either as the gates of the dam
are in a damaged condition

— ARE RAMESH, Farmer

The dam weir was damaged
in a couple of places and ac-
cumulation of silt reduced
its storage capacity. Accord-
ing to irrigation officials the
project needed Rs 21 crore
for taking up repair works
alone. The Congress gov-
ernment should release Rs
50 crore to carry out repairs,
to remove the silt and de-
velop it as a tourist spot as it
is located in a forest area,
the BJP leader said.
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Rainfall likely to
be below normal
in June: IMD

Says overall precipitation for
the month will also be subpar

NEW DELHI

India has received 20 per
cent below normal rainfall
since the start of the mon-
soon period on June 1, and
overall precipitation for the
entire month will also be
subpar, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
has said.

After reaching the Indian
mainland two days earlier
than usual and swiftly cov-
ering many other States, the
rain-bearing system made
no significant progress be-
tween June 12 and 18, ex-
tending the wait for north
India, which is reeling from
a sweltering heat wave.

However, conditions are
now favorable for further
advancement of the mon-
soon into parts of Maha-
rashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, coastal Andhra
Pradesh, northwest Bay of
Bengal, Bihar and Jhark-
hand over the next three to
four days, the weather de-
partment said.

India received 64.5 mm of
rainfall between June 1 and
18 which is 20 per cent less
than the long period aver-
age (LPA) of 80.6 mm, it
said. Since June 1, northwest
India has recorded 10.2 mm
of rainfall (70 per cent less
than normal), central India
50.5 mm (31 per cent less
than normal), the south
peninsula 106.6 mm (16 per

Heavy rain
uproots trees
in Srikakulam

SRIKAKULAM: Several
trees were uprooted in
the heavy rain, accom-
panied by gusty winds
and thunderstorms,
that lashed Ichchapu-
ram in Srikakulam dis-
trict and its neighbour-
ing areas on Tuesday.
Motorists had to tem-
porarily seek shelter on
the sides of the Tiruchi-
Dindigul Highway.
Dozens of trees were
uprooted due to the
gusty winds causing
damage to the parked
vehicles and other
properties. Electric
poles also got uprooted
causing disruption in
power supply to many
parts of the city, and
neighbouring areas. ani

cent more than normal),
and east and northeast India
146.7 mm (15 per cent less
than normal).

The southwest monsoon
advanced into parts of the
Nicobar Islands on May 19.
It subsequently covered
most parts of the south and
some parts of central Bay of
Bengal by May 26 along
with Cyclone Remal. p1i
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