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Water panel bulletin says storage in 150 reservoirs is 22% of their total capacity; situation worse in Bihar, Andhra

Despite rains, reservoir levels below normal

RESERVOIRS CONDITIONS IN STATES REGION-WISESTORAGEPOSITION (IN BILLION CUBICMETRE)

JITENDRA CHOUBEY @ New Delhi

EVEN after over a month of
the arrival of the southwest
monsoon, the overall water
storage position in major
reservoirs across the
country isless than that

of the corresponding

period of last year. The &

storage at 150 reservoirs

is 39.72 billion cubic me-

tre (BCM), which is below
normal as that marks 22% of
their total capacity, according
to the latest bulletin of the
Central Water Commission.

The normal storage level is
calculated as the average of
last 10 years’ data. Last year
the storage available in these
reservoirs for the correspond-
ing period was 50.42 BCM
against normal of 44.06 BCM.

The storage levels in reser-
voirs of all regions are below
last year’s and normal levels.
Some states, such as Andhra
Pradesh and Bihar, have re-
ported huge deficits in storage
(-76%) while a few others
like Uttarakhand have record-
ed surplus water (+48%) in
their reservoirs, the CWC bul-
letin shows.

The lower water level would
impact irrigation of crops in
Cauvery basin where the Kar-
nataka government has not re-
leased stipulated water and
Tamil Nadu reservoirs have re-
corded -40% deficit in storage.

Experts say the water stor-
age level would improve in the
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coming days as the monsoon
system regains strength. So
far, the country received an
overall deficit rainfall in June
by -11%. The northwest region
received the highest deficit
rainfall (-32.6%) last month.
The current year’'s normal
monsoon is important to fill
the huge gap created in reser-
voir levels due to last year's

_ - Kerala ® 6% +26%

deficit monsoon.

The region-wise analysis
shows that reservoirs in east-
ern and southern regions are
closer to the last year’s water
level whereas those in the
northern, western and central
regions are facing a big gap.

The northern region data
shows the total live storage
available in these reservoirs is

5.39 BCM, which is 27% of
their total capacity. The stor-
age during corresponding pe-
riod of last year was 45% and
normal storage was 31% of ca-
pacity of these reservoirs, ac-
cording to the bulletin.

In western region, the latest
bulletin shows , the total live
storage available in these res-
ervoirs is 7.94 BCM which is

21% of their capacity levels.
The storage during corre-
sponding period of last year
was 27% and normal storage
during corresponding period
was 22% of live storage capac-
ity of these reservoirs.

Moreover, in the central re-
gion, the total live storage
available in the reservoirs is
12.25 BCM, which is 25% of
their total live storage capaci-
ty. The storage during corre-
sponding period of last year
was 35% and normal storage
during corresponding period
was 26% of live storage capac-
ity of these reservoirs.

However, in the eastern and
southern regions, the total live
storage is close to correspond-
ing period of last year. The
current live storage level is
19% in the eastern region
while last year it was 20%. In
the southern region, the cur-
rent live storage i 19.03% that
isquite close to corresponding
period of last year, which was
19.43%. Moreover, there is a
sizable gap in comparison to
normal storage level.

Pradip Kushwaha, an inde-
pendent meteorologist track-
ing the monsoon, said, “Mon-
soonIntrapersonal Oscillations
(MISQ) are gaining strength
and this will likely to trigger
good rainfall over the coastal
Karnataka, Kerala, Maharash-
tra, and Tamil Nadu during
July 9-13. Besides, some heavy
spells are likely over west coast
of India.”
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