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Breach in Munak Canal,
water supply ee

Hectic Efforts On
To Repair Leak,
Colony Flooded

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A significant bre.
ach in Munak Canal, which
transports untreated water
from Haryana to several
water treatment plants in the
capital, caused extensive floo-
ding in the Bawana area on
Thursday. The breach at
midnight, spanning nearly 40
feet, was caused by erosion of
the inner lining of the em-
bankment, officials suspect
asof now

“Work on repairing the
broken embankment at the
Bawana entry point of the ca-
nalin Delhiisgoingonat afast

Tarun Rawal

r”J‘. e ¥oad

Residents had to leave their waterlogged hnuses in anana Thursday

even as electricity was cut off and they ran out of drinking water

pace,” said water
Atishi, who visited the site.

Quite a few blocks of a JJ
colony in the area, which has
both puceca constructionsand
shanties, have been affected
badly with water enteringthe
roads and houses.

The repairs are being car-
ried out by Harvana irriga-
tion department and Delhi
Jal Board {DJB)with officials

minister

hopeful that the breach in
CLC — carrier line channel,
one of the two lines which
carry water to Delhi — will be
fully repaired by Friday eve-
ning. The incident isexpected
toimpact production at major
water treatment plants, in
cluding Haiderpur, Bawana,
MNangloiand Dwarka.

»Delhi, Hry to probe, P 2
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P A tishi: Delhi will collaborate with

Haryana to probe cause of breach
FLOOD PAIN RETURNS ... s
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» Continued from P1

JHB receives water from
l )lh.omnal. which isown-

&d by the Harvana irri-
gation department. Delhi
govi paysaround Rséilakh o
Rs 65 lakh per month for the
water with the exception of
July, August and September,
when the water is free,

Earth excavators were on
Thursday busy dumping soil
near the breach to stop the
flow of water after which an
embankment of sandbags
will be ereated followed by a
concrete layer to seal the

|
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breach. Teams of PWD and
DDA have also joined the hec-
ticefforts.

A DDA official added that
“the Aeld stafl of DDA had
rushed to the site for taking
immediate remedial mea-
sures and water Is being
drained by temporarily punc-
turing the existing stormwa-
ter drain. A JCB, dewatering
pump, drinking water tanker
and mobile toilet have been
deployed,” said the official.

“The breach has affected
the Habderpur plant. Instead
of two water channels, only
one is supplying to the plant

for now,” said a DJB official.
“So, 1t will have an impact on
water supply. Currently; the
embankment is being streng:
thened with sofl and this
work will be completed by
night. After that, concretiza-
thon will be carried out. Water
will not be released in this
line till the morning at least.”

Minister Atishi held ou
hope, saying that “water pro-
duction will be restored at
Haiderpur, Bawana and Nan-
gloi” by evening. “However,
the Dwarka water ireatment
plant gets all the water from
CLC and hence it will be af-

fected till the Now is e
sumed,” she sakl. The other
of the two lines, Delhi sub-
branch, has not been affected
A DJB officer said there
is carrently no standard
operaling procedure in place
to deal with situations like
this. Atishisaid that once the
crists is over, an inquiry
will be conducted by Delhi
govt, in collaboration with
Haryana, o determine the
cause of the breach. “A simi-
lar incident had happened
last year. A wall had got
breached at a place near Soni-
pat,” she recalled.
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Rainfall deficit dips to 2.3%,
heavy showers soon: IMD

Tines News NeTwork

New Delhi: Overall monsoon rain-
fall in June that had ended with 11%
deficit, turned to surplusduring July
5-10, but once again fell into negative
zone by reporting 2.3% less than nor-
mal cumulative (June 1-July 11) rain-
fall as on Thursday:

This deficit will, however, soon be
recovered as IMD predicted “wide-
spread rainfall with heavy to very he-
avy falls” along West Coast and heavy
spell over central, east and northeast
India till July 17.

“Heavy to very heavy rainfall is
likely over Konkan and Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra and Coastal Karnataka
during July 12-15," it said in its fore-
cast on Thursday. The current overall
deficit of 2.3% is mainly due to 7.5%
of less than normal rainfall in cen-
tral India and 4.5% of deficit rainfall
in east and northeast India. Surplus
rainfall of 8.6% in peninsular India
and 1.4% in northwest India has, ho-
wever, not only reduced countrywide
deficit to 2.3% but has also improved
water storage situation in reservoirs
inthese regions.

As a result, live water storage av-
ailable in 150 key reservoirs increa-
sed to22% of total live storage capaci-
ty of these reservoirs on July 4 from
20% onJune 27, “Water storage situa-

tion will gradually improve as remai-
ning monsoon period is expected to
receive fairly good rainfall,” said offi-
clal of Central Water Commission.
Good rains in last fortnight in se-
veral partsof the country also helped
speed up ongoing sowing operations
of Kharif crops including pulses, oil-
seeds, cotton and paddy. It brought
overall acreage as on July 5 to the le-
vel which was 14% more than the cor-
responding period last yvear Data
shows that acreage of Kharif crops
as on June 28 this vear was 39 lakh
hectare (over32% ) more than the cor-
responding period of last vear despi-
te the month reporting bigger rain-
fall deficit this vear compared to 2023.
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Ensure flow of water
for T.N., Cauvery panel
tells Karnataka govt.

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee (CWRC) on
Thursday asked Karnataka
to ensure the flow of 11,500
cusecs of water at Biligun-
dlu every day till July 31 to
supply water for Tamil Na-
du. Karnataka had cited
deficit water flow, and
urged the panel to defer
any decision till July 25.

According to a note
from the office of Karnata-
ka Deputy Chief Minster
and Water Resources Mi-
nister D.K. Shivakumar, the
State informed CWRC that
between June 1 and July 9,
the total inflow into four
reservoirs in Karnataka
was 41.651 tmcft, a 28.71%
deficit from the average in-
flow in previous years.

The total storage in four
reservoirs in Karnataka
currently stands at 58.66
tmcft, while the total stor-
age in three reservoirs in
Tamil Nadu is 24.705 tmcft.

It was also pointed out
that 4.905 tmcft of water
from Mettur and 0.618
tmcft from the Bhavani (a
total of 5.542 tmcft) was be-
ing released into the river.

Based on the data, the
note said, the Karnataka
government argued that it
was better to wait till July
25 before any decision on
water release is taken.

The note said Tamil Na-
du argued that Karnataka
had not maintained the
flow of water into the river
for environmental purpos-
es between February and
May. The current year is
being treated as a normal
year and inflow into the
river also remains normal.
Hence, the water flow at Bi-
ligundlu should be what
the Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal awarded and con-
firmed by the Supreme
Court, it argued.

Meanwhile, Mr. Shiva-
kumar told presspersons
in Bengaluru that water
was inadequate.



1/178384/2024

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE
The Tribune - 12 july 2024

12075

measures were undertaken.

Rising level of Ghaggar alarms Sirsa residents

ANIL KAKKAR

SIRSA, JULY 11
Due to the recent spells of
rain across North India, the
Ghaggar river has started to
swell. As of Thursday, water
in the river had stirred up
concern among villagers in
Sirsa owing to the incomplete
preparations and weak
embankments made by the
administration.

Recent rains have weak-
ened several embankments,
which the locals have had to
get repaired themselves,
especially in the Rori area.
Additionally, the cleaning of
the troublesome Rangoi
drain, which caused many

Incomplete preparations, weak
embankments cause waqrry &

Recent rains have weakened several embankments, which the
locals got repaired.

problems last year, has just - Rs 1 crore.
begun on which the district Last year, on July 21, floods
administration is spending affected around 49 villages in

the district. Despite this, the
Irrigation Department has
failed to strengthen embank-
ments along the Ghaggar.

In contrast, Punjab has
strengthened embankments
along its rivers and placed
over 15,000 soil-filled bags in
Bhundar village to prepare
for potential flooding. Sirsa’s
administration remains lax
in comparison. Last week,
Power Minister Ranjit Singh
Chautala visited flood-affect-

~ ed villages. Officials of the

Irrigation " Department
informed him that they had
no budget for flood manage-
ment, as it was the duty of
the Panchayati Raj Depart-
ment to ensure that proper

The minister instructed vil-
lage sarpanches to use their
budgets for flood prevention.

In Rori too, sandbags
were placed, but rain has
washed away the soil in
these, leaving these half-
filled. However, a few vil-
lagers were also happy in
the hope of the river water
benefiting nearby fields.

On Thursday, Deputy Com-
missioner RK Singh advised
sarpanches {o prepare fo
floods based on past experi-
ences and coordinate with vil-
lage secretaries and patwaris.
A meeting was held with local ‘
officials to discuss flood-pre-
vention measures.
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Flood carrier canal work in
phase-1 nearing completion

N. RAVIKUMAR | DC
CHENNAI, JULY 11

The flood carrier canal
works in the first phase of
the Cauvery-Gundar link
project for a length of 262
km, at an estimated cost of
Rs. 6,941 crore to connect
the rivers Agniyar, South
Vellar, Manumuthar,
Vaigai and Gundar with
the Cauvery, is nearing
completion with only 10
per cent of the works

remaining.
On implementation of
the scheme, 52,332

hectares of land lying
between the Cauvery and
Gundar would be irrigat-
ed. While Tamil Nadu is
looking for interlinking of
major rivers in India to
bring more water to the
state, the inter-state rivers
are being linked so that
the available water could
be shared within the
state.

The monsoon rains are

not uniform in the state,
resulting in floods in some
parts and drought in other
places. Besides, the inter-
linking of rivers within
the state is considered the
first step before the link-
ing of peninsular rivers in
the country. Besides help-
ing irrigation and solving
the drinking water needs
of the people in the
drought-affected areas,
the project would also
divert the floods and min-
imise damage. The ground
water level in various
parts of the state would
improve through the proj-
ects.

The Cauvery-Gundar
scheme is a major river-
linking scheme in the cen-
tral region of Tamil Nadu.
The distance of the canal
in the first phase from
Kattalai barrage in the
Cauvery to South Vellar is
118.45 km and the detailed
project report for the
next phases is under

preparation, according to
water resources depart-
ment (WRD) officials. In
the first phase of the proj-
ect, the government gave
in-principle approval for
%.6,941 crore.

The government gave a
revised administrative
sanction to form a flood
carrier canal for a length
of 4.1 km in Karur district
for Rs. 177 crore and 5.35
km length in Tiruchy and
Pudukkottai districts for
Rs. 169 crore. WRD offi-
cials said almost 90 per
cent of the flood carrier
canal works have been
completed and the remain-
ing works will be complet-
ed soon.

The completed works
include the aqueduct in
slice V, escape regulator
and under tunnel in slice
IV besides the road
bridges at slice I and IV.
The wearing coat
works at the cross
regulator for slice I and IV

are completed while shut-
ter work is in
progress.

Land acquisition was a
major component of the
mega schemes such as the
Cauvery-Gundar link. A
total of 389 hectares of
patta land in Karur dis-
trict, 114 hectares in
Tiruchy and 258 hectares
in Pudukkottai district
have been acquired for the
project. A total of 37
hectares in Karur and 43
hectares in Tiruchy and

183 hectares in
Pudukkottai 1is being
acquired.

The Iland acquisition
problems are solved then
and there due to the inte-
grated approach of land
administration and water
resources departments.
This approach had expe-
dited the land acquisition
work in the scheme
which is a major boon to
the central districts of
Tamil Nadu.
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State to seek final KLIS
report from NDSA today

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 11

A crucial meeting on the
Kaleshwaram  project
and the progress and
completion of monsoon
protection works of the
project’s barrages at
Sundilla, Annaram, and
Medigadda is scheduled
for Friday where the
state government is
expected to press for
final reports from the
investigation agencies,
as well as the National
Dam Safety Authority
(NDSA) on the way for-
ward for permanent pro-
tection measures at the
barrages.

Officials said irriga-
tion minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy will chair
the meeting where repre-
sentatives from the
NDSA, the Central
Power and Water
Research Station
(CPWRS), Pune, Central
Soil and Materials
Research Station
(CSMRS), Delhi, with
irrigation department
officials too attending
the meeting.

The state government
had previously urged the
NDSA to submit its final
report, and this issue
has assumed urgency
with the Justice Pinaki
Chandra Ghose led com-
mission of inquiry seek-
ing the final report from
the authority.

It may be recalled that
the inguiry commission
has already met with
representatives of the
agencies that built the
barrages, and current
and retired irrigation
department engineers,
and sought affidavits
from them, and reports
from the three agencies.

The state government
had made it clear multi-
ple time that it will fol-
low the advice from the
NDSA, and ensured that
NDSA’s interim recom-

mendations for monsoon
flood protection at the
barrages were imple-
mented by Navayuga,
Afcons, and L&T which

built the Sundilla,
Annaram, and
Medigadda barrages
respectively.

While the National
Dam Safety Authority’s
final report is being
waited for with anticipa-
tion by officials, and the

government, final
reports from CPWRS
which studied the state
of affairs at Sundilla and
Annaram barrage, and
CSMRS which was given
the task to study the
Medigadda barrage —
the worst affected among
the three barrages — are
expected to throw more
light at the actual state
of the structures at the
barrages.
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Water level in
Mettur dam
reaches 41 feet

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, JULY 11

The water level in the
Mettur dam has
increased to 41 feet follow-
ing the release of water
from the Krishnaraja
Sagar and Kabini dams in
Karnataka after heavy
rains. However, the pres-
ent storage of 12.95 tmc ft
will not be sufficient for
release of water for irri-
gation in the delta dis-
tricts.

Since the southwest
monsoon has intensified
in Karnataka, the dams
across the Cauvery -
Krishnaraja Sagar,
Kabini, Harangi and
Hemavathy - are getting
water flow. The Kabini
and Krishnaraja Sagar
reservoirs are filling at a
fast rate and water is
being released from the
dams. The Union water
resources officials are
monitoring the flow of
water across the
Karnataka-Tamil Nadu

Present storage of
12. 95 tmc ft not
sufficient for
opening dam for
irrigation

border.

Mettur dam was receiv-
ing 4,197 cubic feet of
water on Thursday morn-
ing and 1,000 cubic feet of
water is being released
for drinking water needs.
The water level has
increased to 41 feet and
the total quantity of
water on  Thursday
afternoon was 12.95
tmc ft.

However, the present
water storage is not suffi-
cient for release to the
delta districts for farming
activities. Usually, water
from the dam is released
on June 12 and one month
has already lapsed. The
water release in July-end
or August will depend
on how much more water
is received by Mettur
dam.
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GAINING PACE.

Above-normal monsoon in July

helps raise water levels in 150 key
reservoirs for 2nd straight week p8

12079

Storage level in key reservoirs up for 2" week in a row

GAINING PACE. Above-normal south-west monsoon in July helps as water level in the 150 major storages rises to 26 per cent of capacity

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chennai

The storage in the 150 ma-
jor reservoirs in India con-
tinued to rise for the
second week in a row with
the South-West monsoon
being above-normal so far
this month.

After a 11 per cent defi-
ciency in June, the mon-
soon more than made up
with the deficiency being
cut to 2 per cent as of July
1L

Though the intensity of
the monsoon reduced over
the last couple of days, it is
expected 1o gather mo-
mentum over the next
couple of days, particularly
in Central and North-West
India.

In line with the coverage
of the monsoon, the storage
improved in states such as
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Bi-
har and Maharashira this
week. However, it dropped
in Punjab, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhartisgarh  and  Ut-

tarakhand — all key kharif
Crops growing States.

112 BELOW 40%

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) said in its
weekly bulletin on live stor-
age stawus of 150 reservoirs
in the country that the level
increased to 26 per cent {22
per cent last week) of the
178.784  billion  cubic
metres (BCM) capacity at
46,311 BCM.

Of these 150, the level in
131 continues to be below
50 per cent of capacity
against 136 last week with
the storage in 112 (126 last
week) below 40 per cent.
This week, the storage situ-
ation improved in all the
five regions.

According to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), data received
from 724 districts show
that 36 per cent (38 per
cent) of them are still rain-
deficient.

However, the rainfall de-
ficiency in the East and
North-Eastern region has
shrunk to five per cent and
the Central region to seven

per cent.

It is one per cent excess
in the North-West region
and nine per cent excess in
the Southern region. Des-
pite this, the reservoir level
in Andhra Pradesh is 77 per
cent (76 per cent) lower
than normal while in Telan-
gana it is 17 per cent {five
per cent)) below usual.

CHANGE IN KARNATAKA
In Tamil Nadu, the situ-
ation has improved vo 30
pet cent (40 per cent) lower
than normal. The level in
Karnataka improved rap-
idly to 12 per cent above
usual from 15 per cent be-
lTow normal last week while
in Kerala the storage was 13
per cent (26 per cent)
above normal.

Overall, of the 42 reser-
voirs in the region, the level
was 26 per cent (19 per
cent) of the 53.334 BCM ca-
pacity at 13.767 BCM with
Andhra Pradesh reservoirs
filled up to only six per cent
of the capacity.

All 10 reserveirs of the
northern region had stor-
age that was less than 50

per cent of the capacity of
19.663 BCM. The storage
this week was 5.979 BCM
or 30. In Punjab, the stor-
age was 42 per cent (35 per
cent) below normal while it
was 21 per cent (20 per
cent) lower than usual in
Rajasthan.

In the 23 reservoirs of
the eastern region, the stor-
age was 20 per cent (19 per
cent) of the 20.430 BCM ca-
pacity at 4,132 BCM. In
West Bengal, the reservoir
level was 41 per cent (38
per cent) below normal
while in Odisha it was 25
per cent (22 per cent) lower
than usual.

KHARIF SOWING UP

In the western region, the
level in the 49 reservoirs in-
creased to 25 per cent of
the 37.130 BCM capacity at
©.398 BCM.

While the storage in Gu-
jarat has become 1 per cent
below normal from 12 per
cent above normal, it was
11 per cent (14 per cent)
lower than usuwal in
Maharashtra.

The storage in the 26

Widening coverage

Cumulative rainfall of
724 districts for which
data recejied*

Largely
Largely BNERES
deficient

< 12%
5 |

Deficient Excess
Normal
I 355 1Ty
Mo data
Mo rain

Larga deficient (-59% o -B5%)
W Deficient (-59% tn -20%)
B Normal {-19% to 15%)

Excoss (20% to 59%)
B Large excess (50% or more)

SoUrce: M0 “Camulati (une 1t July 11k
reservoirs of the central re-
gionwas 27 per cent (25 per
cent) of the 48.227 BCM ca-
pacity at 13.035 BCM.

If the storage level con-
tinues to improve and the
South-West monsoon con-
tinues to be above normal,

it will help in kharif sowin,
As of July 5, the overa
acreage was 14 per ‘cer

higher.
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