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K'taka releases water @ 22,000 cusecs

Dharmapuri/Salem: Karnataka has begun releasing surplus water
at the rate of 22,000 cusecs from the Kabini and Krishnaraja Sagar
(KRS) dams into the Cauvery river since Saturday, following contin-
uous heavy rainfall. Authorities plan on adjusting water discharge
based on rainfall and water inflow.

An official from the Central Water Commission (CWC) told TOI
that the waterlevel in the Kabini dam is currentlyat 63.73ft, slightly be-
low its full capacity of 65ft. Similarly, the water level in the KRS dam is
at 104.5ft, around 10ft below its full capacity of 124ft. He added that the
inflow to the Kabini dam is at 19,516 cusecs, whereas the KRS dam’s in-
flow is at 4,673 cusecs. He said authorities in Karnataka are releasing
theentire inflow from the Kabini dam into the Cauvery river; and 2,507
cusecs from the KRS dam, amounting to 22,023 cusecs of water.

Meanwhile, water level in Mettur dam was recorded at 43.22ft on
Monday evening, against itsfull capacity of 120ft. Officials are optimis-
ticthat itwill increasefurther duetohigher inflow compared to theout-
flow, The inflow to the dam was measured at 4,047 cusecs, while 1,000 cu-

secs were beingdischarged for drinking water purposes. w
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T urges NDWA
to give half of
Godavari water

Hyderabad: Telangana govt
has asked National Water De-
velopment Agency (NWDA) to
allocate 50% of Godavari wa-
terfortherequirementsof the
state as part of linking of the
Godavari-Cauvery, which will
betakenupasapartof the Na-
tional River Linking project.

It alsoasked the Centre not
to consider Nagarjunasagar
as a balance reservoir till the
Krishna Water Disputes Tri-
bunal (KWDT) Il finalises wa-
ter allocation to the state. The
governing body of NWDA met
on Monday. Tnn
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Would prefer India to
implement the Teesta
project, says B'desh PM

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has said she would
prefer India to take up a massive
project for the conservation and
development of the Bangladeshi
section of the Teesta river in the
wake of both India and China
expressing interest in the venture.

The project, with an estimated
cost of $1 billion, figured in
Hasina’s discussions with her
Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi when she visited New Delhi
last month. Modi said at the time
that an Indian technical team will
soon visit Dhaka for talks on the
conservation and management of
the Teesta, one of 54 rivers shared
by the two countries.

When Hasina was asked at a
news conference in Dhaka on Sun-
day whether she would go with
India or China for the Teesta
project, she replied that both coun-
tries had made offers for the ven-
ture and Bangladesh would make
an appropriate decision. The
Teesta project, she said, is a long-
standing one and has even fea-
tured in the ruling Awami
League’s manifesto several times.

“We have to implement the
Teesta project. China has made an
offer to us, they did a feasibility

Sheikh Hasina

study. India has also made an
offer; India will do a feasibility
study,” she said in Bengali.

“After this is done, we will take
what is appropriate for us. But I
would give greater priority to this
being done by India because India
has held up the Teesta’s waters. If
they have to give us the water, they
should implement the project. If
they do the project, they will give
us whatwe need,” she said.

The Teesta is the only cross-bor-
der river on which India and Bang-
ladesh have been unable to con-
clude a water-sharing agreement
because of objections from the
West Bengal government. Under
India’s Constitution, the concur-
rence of states is mandatory for
such pacts. A draft agreement on
sharing Teesta waters was final-
ised in 2011 but it couldn’t be
signed because of opposition from
West Bengal CIM Mamata Baner-
jee, who contended the treaty
would leave parts of the state dry.
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