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During the month of August, 2018 the
Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal submitted
its report and decision to the Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation. While noting that the present
level of utilisation of waters of Mahadayi river
basin is not more than 5% of the water
availability at 75% dependability, the Hon'ble
Tribunal permitted the party States to
undertake specific activities as detailed under
clause-VIII of the award.  The Tribunal has also
come up with various recommendations like
setting up of Mahadayi Water Management
Authority, etc. 
 
An important breakthrough was achieved in
the Lakhwar Multipurpose project, one of  

the 16 identified National Projects of the
Ministry. Under this, an MoU was signed
 between the six party States and the MoWR,
RD&GR on 28.08.2018. CWC has already
completed the appraisal of the project DPR.
Design units from CWC would provide
consultancy services during the execution of
the project. 
 
Three major irrigation/multipurpose projects
from Maharashtra and four flood control
schemes from Bihar, with a cumulative cost
of Rs. 11,798.43 crore, were accepted by the
Advisory Committee in its 137th meeting on
28.8.18 under the chairmanship of Secretary,
MoWR, RD&GR. 
 
CWC has been improving its appraisal process
and a revised ‘Guidelines’ were issued in the
year 2017 in this direction. In pursuance to
these ‘Guidelines’, CWC has completed the
appraisal process for some of the projects
within five months. In addition, an online
system (e-PAMS) for the same, with the goal
of improving efficiency and transparency, is
going to be launched shortly after carrying
out necessary checks. 
 
This is the 2nd edition of the monthly
newsletter of CWC and calls for your valuable
feedback for its continual enhancement and
effective communication within CWC and with
other stakeholders. 
 

 MoU signed for the Lakhwar Project Projects cleared by Advisory Committee of Ministry of
Water Resources, RD & GR in last 3 months
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On 28.08.2018, Shri Nitin Gadkari, the Hon’ble Minister
of WR, RD&GR, signed an MoU with the Chief Ministers
of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi for the construction of
Lakhwar Multipurpose Project, one of the 16 identified
National Projects, on the river Yamuna, near Dehradun. 
 
Initially, approved in 1976, the Lakhwar project was
suspended in the year 1992. The project envisages the
construction of a 204 meter high concrete dam, with a
live storage capacity of 330.66 MCM, across the river
Yamuna near Lohari village, in Dehradun district of
Uttarakhand. The storage is meant to provide irrigation
for 33,780 hectares of land, along with domestic and
industrial use in the five states and the UT. 
The project is to be executed by M/s Uttarakhand Jal
Vidyut Nigam Limited (UJVNL).  
 
Out of the total project cost of Rs. 3966.51 crore, Rs.
1388.28 crore, which accounts for the power
component for the project, will be borne completely by
the Uttarakhand government. Only the Uttarakhand
government will receive the benefit of the total power
generation from the project. Out of the remaining cost
of Rs. 2578.23 crore, which accounts for  

Lakhwar Multipurpose Project

MoU signing ceremony held on 28.08.2018 for the Lakhwar Multipurpose Project

the irrigation and domestic-use components, 90% will be borne
by the Centre (Rs. 2320.41 crore) and 10% will be divided among
the party states in ratio of Yamuna water allocation to them.    
 
CWC has already completed the appraisal of the project DPR.
Design units from CWC would provide consultancy services
during the execution of the project. 
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The Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal was constituted in
November, 2010 under the provisions of the ISRWD Act,
1956 for adjudication of water disputes among party States
i.e. Goa, Karnataka and Maharashtra in respect of Mahadayi
basin. Justice J.M. Panchal, Chairman, Mahadayi Water
Disputes Tribunal has submitted Tribunal’s report under
section 5(2) of the said Act to the Government of India on
14.08.2018. The report is being studied by the concerned
offices of Govt. of India and party States for seeking
clarification /guidance of Tribunal under Section 5(3) of the
said Act. 
 
As per the report submitted by the Tribunal, the total
Mahadayi river basin area of 2032 sq km is shared by the
three States as: 375 sq km in Karnataka, 77 sq km in
Maharashtra and the rest in Goa. The Tribunal has also
determined the water availability of the Mahadayi river basin
at 75% dependability as 5327.5 MCM (188.06 TMC). It has
also found that the present level of water utilization from the
Mahadayi basin is not even 5% of the available water.   
 
 
 
 

The  water availability and allowed consumptive
utilization as per the report is summarized in table
below. 
 
The Tribunal grants permission to the State of Goa to
plan for utilization of 24 TMC of water, which is over
and above the existing utilization of 9.395 TMC.  
 
The report also states the Centre shall constitute an
authority, called the ‘Mahadayi Water Management
Authority’ to implement the report and final decision of
the Tribunal. 
 
The award and final decision may be reviewed or
revised by a competent authority or a tribunal any time
after 31st August 2048. 
 
The Tribunal was assisted by assessors, namely Shri
M.E. Haque (former Member, CWC) and Shri S.P. Kakran
(former Chairman, CWC). 
 
 

MWDT  submitting report-cum-decision to the Hon'ble Minister
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Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy, Chairperson, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Water Resources along with other Members of PSC and
officers of Central Water Commission during Aug, 2018 at Kalimpong, West Bengal

Sh. Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ble Minister of State (WR,RD&GR)
reviewing the activities of Cauvery & Southern Rivers Organisation

(C&SRO), CWC, Coimbatore on 30.08.2018

Sh. Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ble Minister of State (WR,RD&GR)
reviewing the ongoing project and related activities of Mahanadi and

Eastern Rivers Organization (M&ERO), CWC, Bhubaneswar on
29.08.2018

Sh. U.P.Singh, Secretary (MoWR, RD&GR) at tree plantation event at
UGBO Campus, CWC, Lucknow held on 14.08.2018

Sh. U.P.Singh, Secretary (MoWR, RD&GR) taking Review Meeting at
UGBO, CWC, Lucknow on 14.08.2018

Meetings/Visits



Project Approval

       CWC Newsletter-September 2018

         Page 5

The Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation has accepted
three major irrigation/multipurpose projects of Maharashtra and four flood control projects of Bihar with a cumulative cost
of Rs 11,798.43 crore in its meeting held in Central Water Commission, New Delhi on 28th Aug, 2018. Meeting was chaired
by Sh. U. P. Singh, Secretary (WR, RD&GR). The accepted projects are summarized as under.

05

Sh. U. P. Singh, Secretary (WR,RD&GR) chairing the Advisory Committee meeting 
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Inter Ministerial Central Team for Flood in Kerala

CWC was represented in the Inter Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) to assess the damage due to flood/landslides during
Monsoon-2018. IMCT held discussions with Hon'ble Chief Minister of Kerala on 09.08.2018 and Sh. Raj Nath Singh Hon'ble
Home Minister, GoI on 12.08.2018. IMCT had officers from MHA, CWC, CEA, MoF, MoRD, etc. CWC was represented by Sh. R.
Thangamani, Director (Beach Erosion), Kochi as member in IMCT. 

Panel Discussion on Kerala Flood

Shri N.K. Mathur, Member (D&R), CWC participated in a panel
discussion regarding ‘Floods and Dam Management’ in light of
the recent Kerala floods, in the TV program Big Picture on
Rajya Sabha TV, dated 21.08.2018 (7.30 PM). 
 
Shri Mathur explained the meteorological phenomenon as one
of the extreme events due to high rainfall on the 8th August,
2018. Both intensive and extensive rainfall spread across the
state occurred from 15th-17th August, 2018. He threw light
on the difference between dam safety aspects and reservoir
operations. He also explained that while all reservoirs must
have rule curves to balance the flood moderation expected
during the early days of monsoon, i.e. the conservation storage
of dams, it might not be possible to moderate such extreme
amount of flood water.  
 
He also mentioned the vicinity of settlements to the river bed
as the cause of widespread devastation. 

06
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Foreign Visits 

Indian team in Japan for study related to Dam Seismic Hazards &
Safety issues and discussion with Director General, Japan Water

Agency

The 115th  meeting of the India-Pakistan Permanent Indus Commission
(PIC) was held in Lahore, Pakistan from August 29-30, 2018. The 10

member Indian delegation for the PIC meeting was led by Shri P K
Saxena, the Indian Commissioner for Indus Waters.  

The 69th Meeting of the IEC (International Executive Council) and
Council Meetings of Work Bodies for ICID was held in Saskatoon,
Canada. Sh. K. Vohra, Commissioner (SPR), MoWR, RD&GR, Sh.
Anuj Kanwal, Member-Secretary (INCSW), and Sh. S.L. Meena,

Director (Finance), CWC participated in the event.  
 

During the event, indian delegation also promoted 9th International
Micro-Irrigation Conference to be organised by CWC-INCSW at

Aurangabad in 2019

Sh. S.K. Haldar, Chief Engineer, CWC (in middle) accompanied by
officers from MoWR, RD&GR and CGWB during their participation in

World Water Week. The World Water Week, one of the  annual
featured events in Water Sector globally started on 26th August, 2018
in Stockholm, Sweden. On similar lines, India Water Week is lined up in

coming months.   
 

CWC is monitoring live storage statuses of 91
representative reservoirs around the nation on a
weekly basis, and is issuing a weekly bulletin every
Thursday. The total live storage capacity of these
91 reservoirs is 161.993 BCM, which is about 63%
of the live storage capacity of 257.812 BCM which
is estimated to have been created in the country. 
 
As per the reservoir storage bulletin, dated
30.08.2018, the live storage available in these
reservoirs is 112.083 BCM, which is 69% of the
total live storage capacity of these reservoirs. This
is 132% of the live storage of the corresponding
period during last year, and 114% of the average
storage over the last ten years. 

Reservoir Storage Monitoring
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A tribute from the Water Sector  
Former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee passed away on 16th August,
2018. The water sector saw some important developments during his tenure,
from 1998-2004.  
 
The National Water Policy was adopted for the first time in the year 1987. In the
year 1998, an update was felt in it to cope with the changed scenario. After
subsequent consultations, it was revised and adopted by the National Water
Resources Council, chaired by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in the 5th
meeting held on 1st April 2002. Further, a vision for Integrated Water Resources
Development and Management was released by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
during the 12th National Conference of Water Resources and Irrigation
ministers, held on 5th February 2003 at New Delhi. MoU signing with China for
sharing hydrological data and setting up of Joint Project Office for projects in
Nepal were also completed during his tenure.  
 
A task force for the interlinking of rivers was set up by the MoWR to identify
major links which were to be implemented on a priority basis, under the
chairmanship of Shri Suresh Prabhu. This paved the way for river interlinking
projects in India. Several DPRs for those projects have been approved and are
ready implementation.  
 

Sh. Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon'ble MoS (WR, RD&GR), Sh. Nitin Gadkari, Hon'ble
Minister (WR, RD&GR), Sh. U.P Singh, Secretary (WR, RD&GR). Sh. M. K. Srinivas,
DG, NWDA, Sh. S.M. Husain, Chairman,CWC ( R to L) during 32nd AGM for NWDA

and 15th Meeting of Speacial Commitee for Interlinking of Rivers on 20.8.18

The third Meeting of Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC) was
held on 9th August, 2018 at CWC,New Delhi under the chairmanship of  

Sh. Navin Kumar, Chief Engineer (IMO), CWC

CWC Officers visiting Dhukwan SHEP (24MW)
on Betwa River

Technical Co-ordination Committee for 
Punatsangchhu-I & II HEP's met on 23-8-18 at New

Delhi. Meeting was Co-chaired by  Member(D&R), CWC

Officers and staff taking oath on Sadbhawna
Diwas at CWC, New Delhi on 20.08.2018


