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Krishna water for Chennai from today ¢

To begin with, 500 cusecs will be released, says Telugu Ganga Project official

- SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE : )
The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to release
Krishna water to Chennai
from Wednesday on a priori-
ty basis.

Telugu Ganga Project
(TGP) Chief Engineer R. Mu-
ralinath Reddy will formally
release water from the Kan-
deluru reservoir, where the
storage went up to 12.28
tmcft on Tuesday.

‘To go up gradually’

“Initially, 500 cusecs will be
released. The discharge will
be scaled up to 2,000 cusecs
gradually after assessing the
canal carrying capacity and

for any breaches en route,”

said TGP Superintending En-
gineer K. Harinarayana Red-

éubsequenﬂy, Krishna

Good storage: The Kandaleru reservoir, which augments

‘drinking water supply to Chennai, in Nellore. =k. RAvIKUMAR.

water will be released to
meet the drinking water
needs of Tirupati, Srikala-

hasti and Venkatagiri.

~oa

The discharge to Kandale-

ru was maintained at 11,000

cusecs, giving priority to
drinking water supply, said

Nellore Circle Irrigation Su-
perintending Engineer B.S.V.
Prasada Rao. The inflow into
the Somasila reservoir is
likely to go up in the coming
days as the weatherman has
predicted more rain in the
catchment areas, according
to Mr. Rao. p

Farmers elated
The increase in water levels
at the Somasila and Kandelu-
ru reservoirs has brought
cheer to farmers as they can
grow crops on a full extent at
least during the rabi season.
Last year, the level in the
Somasila  reservoir fell
alarmingly, touching dead

_ storage.

Irrigation authorities are
confident of ensuring water
to 5 lakh acres in the Penna
delta and 3 lakh acres under
the TGP.

ooooooo
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New Delhi: Appealing to |
farmers, industries and gov-
ernment bodies to opt for effi-
cient usage of water, President
Ram Nath Kovind on Tuesday
.said: “Weoften talk of reducing
our ‘carbon-footprint’. It istime
we talked about reducing our
‘water-footprint’ as well.”
Inaugurating the 6th India
Water Week, he said, “Our
farmers, corporate leaders and
government bodies need to ac-
tively consider water-footprint
of crops and industries. We
need to encourage practices
that have the least water-foot-
print”, Water footprint is the
amount of water consumed by
all human activities, including
for production of goodsand ser-
vices, and cultivation of crops
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Floods damage habitations,
Crop fields in Dhemay 1 dist

CORRESPONDENT

DHEMAJI, Sept 24: Al-
though the monsoon floods in
Dhemaji district are over,
heavy and incessant rains in
Siang region have yet again
created flood fury and affected
human habitations, besides
damaging a large area of stand-
ing paddy crops in the district.

The flood has affected over
4,500 people of 29 villages in
Dhemaji, Sisiborgaon and Jonai
revenue circle thereby leaving
behind a trail of devastation.

Flood water has entered hu-
man habitations of Harudhera-
ra, Bordhekera, Bod-Dolopa,
Halmari, Dulungkang, Bhoju-
gaon, Tinighoriya Mising gaon
under Dhemaji circle and has

damaged dwelling houses, ru-
ral roads and submerged stand-
ing crops in these rural areas.
Flood water has also gushed
through breached portions of
river dykes at Berachapori
area in Jonal revenue circle and
affected people of 21 villages,
and submerged a large area of
sali paddy cultivation.
Overflowing waters of Jiyad-
hal river in Dhemaji circle has
once again damaged a railway
embankment and approach
bridge (Bridge No. 693) at Jiyad-
hal Bhojugaon, hitting train serv-
ices for the last couple of days.
The NFR authority has sus-
pended a number of passenger
and goods trains plying along
the route. Thus, the operation
of Murkongselek-Rangiya pas-

senger train, Murkongselek-
Dekargaon passenger, Kama-
khya-Murkongselek intercity
(Lachit Express) and Naharla-
gun-Tinsukia passenger and
other good trains have been hit.

However, the NFR officials
informed that the damaged
portion was repaired this af-
ternoon and all rail services
resumed from this evening.

Earlier too, flood water had
damaged same portion of the
Rangiya-Murkongselek BG
railway on August 1 this year
and snapped rail communica-
tion along the route.

As per report of District Dis-
aster Management department,
flood water is receding since
improvement in weather con-
dition from this morning.
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Delhi Tap Water Unsafe; =

O0n @oRos

DJB Not Following Norms

New Delhi: Tap water in Del-
hiistotally unsafe to drink, as
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) is
notabiding by norms prescri-
bed by the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), consumer
affairsandfood minister Ram
Vilas Paswan said.

“It'saseriousissue. The qua-
lity of tap water in Delhi has
deteriorated since1977 when1
landed here. We will soon con-
vene an interdepartmental
meeting with top officials of
BIS, consumer affairs, Delhi
government, Delhi Jal Board
and FSSAI to look into the
matter,” Paswan said,

He said the BIS standard for

quality tap water is not imple-
mented as it isnot mandatory.

“InEurope and other develo-
ped countries, all kind of wa-
ter looks clean but still there
are clear instructions as to
which one to drink. Here, in
absence of law, there is no
such provision,” hesaid.

RK Bajaj, deputy director ge-
neral of BIS, said the onus of
implementing quality standard
for tap water is on state govern-
ments and municipal corpora-
tions. “BIS can set standards.
But it can’t force them to adopt
it. We have made standards on a
par with developed countries,”
hesaid. — Our Bureau
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Complementing the impact

£2014-19 was the phase to drive
and upscale sanitation in the
- s country, then 2019 24 will drop

the spol t an water Reason

being the 1 waler emergency

that is making [ India listen to alarm

S bells and consequentially, a strong

ThOUgh political commitment coming into
industries and place G

i . As promised by ihe Bharatiya

municipalities Janata Party in its clection manifesto,

a unified Min of Jal Shakiti was
launched in May 2019 as an ymmedi-
ate response to the escalating water

are mandated
to comply with

environmental crisis in the country.
lati It also saw the reorganisation of
regulations, existing ministries and departments
fow priorify is like the Ministry of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga Reju-
accorded fo the venation as well as the Ministry of
enforcement and Drinking Water and Sanitation com-
. . ing under the umbrella of this new
implementation R

Within a month of announc
ing the Ministry of Jal Shakti, the
government launched Jal Shakti
Abhiyan (JSA), an intensive water
conservation campaign built on citi-
zen participation to accelerate water
conservation across the country.

In the short run, the campaign
will focus on integrated demand and
supply-side management of water at
the local level, including the creation
of local infrastructure for source
sustainability using rainwater har-

of these laws.
Ensuring stricter
compliance for
proper freatment
and disposal

of sewage and
effluents before
being discharged
into water bodies,

per vesting, groundwater recharge and
.Cnd pro .Iy management of household waste-
|mplemenh ng water for reuse.

For the long run, the govern-
ment launched the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM) with an aim to ensure
piped water supply toall rural house-
holds by 2024.

While the government has put up
broader plans to solve the ongoing
water crisis, there is a critical need to
spell out JSA's outcomes and targets
in a tangible and achievable man-
ner. Rainwater harvesting is a critical
intervention and should be under-
taken intensively in the identified
256 water-stressed districts where
groundwater availability has reached
critical and over-exploited levels.

However, in the absence of tar-
gets, the focus on objectives can be

the punitive
provisions can
prevent surface
water pollution
considerably

A major reason for i

e
fm- drinking purpose is the

of surface water bodies

limited as one cannol ascertain the
extent of work to be done, priority
areas to be covered, and how to actu-
ally measure performance.

‘Wastewater, a concern

While the focus remains on creat-
ing or renovating structures for rain-
water and wastewater harvesting, one
needs to put in place policy measures
for regulated water use and saving
measures, such as water metering
and pricing. With access to piped
water supply in households, water
use is expected to increase in rural
areas, leading to more wastewater
generation.

There is a dire need for wastewa-
ter policy bath for urban and rural
areas that promotes water use effi-
ciency, recycling and reuse, while
also ensuring financial viability and
sustainability of water utilities.

With respect to wastewater gen-
eration, the Centre Pollution Con-
trol Board estimates that of the total
135 litres per capita per day (LPCD)

waler supplied in urban areas, 85
LPCD goes back in form of sewage,
which could be reused if planned
efficiently.

With diminishing wastewater
recycling and reuse by the munici-
pal sector and increased water con-
sumption by the growing population,
wastewater treatment and reuse of
reclaimed water for non-potable and
industrial purposes become a critical
alternative to freshwater production
and supply.

While the renovation of tradi-
tional and other water bodies is a
critical step, stringent administra-
tive action also needs to be taken to
prevent and remove encroachment
near water bodies.

In Delhialone, a commiltee con-
stituted by the National Green Tri-

where 4,020 ponds reportedly disap-
peared in a decade.

Likewise, a survey conducted by
the Lucknow Municipal Corporation
found that the city had 964 ponds
in 1952, but only 494 remained by
2006. Bihar, until the early 1990s, had
2,50,000 ponds, according 1o official
records. The number of these water
bodies has now declined to a little
over 93,000 — a stump of more than
70 per cent.

‘Though the Supreme Court has
various mandates to stop land garb
instances, the situation remains
beyond control. Until legal provi-
sions are implemented suingemly
and initiatives are put in place to
regain land and restore it, these ini-
tiatives cannot prove to be successful.

action, the actual percolation of
water down to the contined aquifer
is a gradual process.

In this context, measures to regu-
late groundwater extraction become
as important as recharge. Two Bills
legislated by the government that
could have had a large implication
in controlling the exploitation of
groundwater and managing river
water, namely the Model Bill for (he
Conservation, Protection, Regula-
tion and Management of Ground-
water, 2016 and the National Water
Framework Bill, 2016, are still wait-
ing for enactment.

A major reason for increased
dependence on groundwater for
drinking purpose is the contamina-
tion of surface water bodies primar-
ily due to the release of untreated

bunal reported that approxi Ty
155 identified water bodies were
encroached upon. According toa
2014 reply to a Right to Informa-
ton (RTI) query, water-starved
Bundelkhand shared a similar story

Pr of groundwat

JSA cannot claitn much success
until excessive extraction of ground-
water is prevented. While ground-
water recharge is a commendable

discharge, both indus
trial and civil
Though industries and munici-
ities are mandated to comply with
environmental regulations, fow pri-
ority is accorded to the enforcement

While the government has ambitious plans to solve the ongoing water crisis, there is a
need to clearly spell out the Jal Shakti Abhiyan’s outcomes and targets

and proper implementation of these
laws. Ensuring stricter compliance
for proper treatment and disposal
of sewage and effluents before being
discharged into water bodies, and
properly implementing the punitive
provisions can prevent surface waler
pollution considerably.

Watershed development is a
tong-term intervention and requires
proper technical understanding for
the identification of sites and man-
agement along with intensive human
efforts, time, and sufficient resources
allocation.

Therefore, districts need to have
a different implementation strategy
from the ones planned for rainwater
harvesting.

Lastly, though afforestation has
been on the JSA agenda, it has to
be taken up with more vigour as
forested catchments supply a high
proportion of water for domestic,
agricultural, industrial and ecolog-
ical needs, help regulate climate,
store carbon, and reduce flooding
and stormwater runoff.

In the absence of forest area,
scanty rainfall would Jeave ponds
and wells dug under JSA to remain
dry, making the structure fail to meet
its objective. Moreover, artificial for-
ests cannot substitute natural ones.
Artificial plantation leads to a loss
in biodiversity and native forests.
Theretore, preventing the ongoing
deforestation is a more suitable pol-
icy measure than planting trees with
limited scientific and environmental
understanding.

While JSA indicates government’s
positive intent at water conserva-
tion through people’s participation,
measures highlighted above can
make it more impactful. With
water being a means of basic survival,
JSA cannot fall back in achieving
timely, actionable and bigh-quality
resulls. DOWN T0 EARTH

(The author is the policy research

& advocacy officer at WaterAid
India. She has worked extensively
on tssues related to climate change,
sustainable agricuiture and water
resource management. The views
expressed are strictly personal)
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