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SC dismisses plea for
construction on
Yamuna floodplains

TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 2
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed a peti-
tion by the Delhi Police
seeking permission to con-
struct barracks for its

- trainees in the floodplains

of the Yamuna.

“Why do you want to con-
struct it on the Yamuna
floodplains? Steps need to
be taken for the environ-
ment. Last year the flood
water entered the Supreme
Court. How can we allow .
barracks on Yamuna?”’ a
Bench, led by Justice AS
Oka, asked while dismiss-
ing the petition.

The Delhi Police had
moved the top court against
an order of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) that
dismissed its petition in
2020 on the ground that the
project was located right on

the floodplains andthus
could not be allowed.

The NGT had turned down
the submission of the Delhi
Police that the Principal
Committee, formed to over-
see Yamuna rejuvenation,
made recommendations in
favour of the Delhi Police.

The NGT, in its 2015
order, prohibited any con-
struction activity in the
demarcated floodplain and
directed the  Principal
Committee to identify all
existing structures on the
demarcated floodplain.

“Upon identification, the
Principal Committee shall
make its recommendations
as to which of the struc-
tures ought or ought not to
be demolished, in the inter-

est of environment and

ecology, particularly, if such
structures have been raised
in an unauthorised and ille-
gal manner,” the NGT said.
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NSP impasse brings
works to a halt

Dam site, handed over to the CRPF, is not accessible to

Operations and Maintenance wing of Telangana

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The much-needed regular
maintenance works on the
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam have
come to a standstill with the
stalemate continuing over
operational control of the
project. Andhra Pradesh had
forcibly taken over control
of 13 of the dam crest gates
on its end and it was in no
mood to relent.

The maintenance works
taken up by Telangana on
the joint project were
halfway through in respect
of certain components. The
dam site, which was handed
over to the CRPF for protec-
tion and surveillance in the
first week of December, is
not accessible to the Opera-
tions and Maintenance wing
of Telangana.

“The operations and
maintenance works
grounded on the dam are in
a standstill. The material
collected for changing the
track 125T/25T Gantry
cranes are spread over the
entire dam right from Gate
no1to Gate No 26. Works on
automation of the gates
were also held up because of
the standoff,” officials said.

The only maintenance
work undertaken in the re-
cent months was the re-
placement of rubber seals
for sluice gates of the hydel

KRMB has to overcome constraints on budget and manpower to shoulder operations
and maintenance tasks, say officials.

units on the AP side. Telan-
gana had replaced nine gates
on the AP side as it was
tasked with the operational
control of the entire project.
It had spent over Rs 70 crore
on dam maintenance.

AP officials had taken
over even the flood control
room located on the right
side of the dam between
Gate no 14 and Gate No 26.
AP had claimed that the lo-
cation fell under its jurisdic-
tion. Telangana officials
were forced to leave the
flood control room. The
KRMB should have inter-
vened taking the issue seri-
ously, but it did not, officials
said. The State Dam Safety
Organisation (SDSO) and

the operations and mainte-
nance wing have repeatedly
been writing to the National
Dam Safety organisation
and the Krishna River Man-
agement Board on the issue.
The O&M wing sought to
know for itself who would
take up the maintenance
works.

Officials said they were
yet to get complete clarity
on the issue. It is not known
whether the KRMB would
task itself with the opera-
tions and maintenance as in
the case of the Tungabhadra
River Management Board.
The KRMB has to overcome
its constraints in respect of
budget and manpower to
shoulder such tasks, said of-

ficials. In a letter addressed
to the KRMB chairman, TS
Engineer-in-Chief (General)
C Muralidhar Rao sought
restoration of status quo po-
sition as on pre-November
28 position immediately.

As directed by the Min-
istry of Home in the after-
math of the November 29
face-off between the police
forces of both Telangana
and AP, the KRMB was ex-
pected to help restore status
quo on the dam site. All the
issues pertaining to opera-
tions and maintenance of
the dam should be resolved
at a high-level meeting to be
held shortly with the Chief
Secretaries of both the
States, officials said.
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