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~ ernment’s latest flagship

scheme, has set out a target to
add 11.5 million household tap
connections by 2020-21 (FY21),

- according to papers laid under

Budget documents.

The total allocation for the
programme for: FY21 is'
%11,500 crore, up from

.%10,000 crore last year.

According to the govern-

‘ment data, 1.46 million of the

178.7 million rural households
in the country are yet to have
functional household tap
connections. The government
has proposed 3.6 trillion for
the programme to be execut-
ed by 2024. Of the total esti-
mated expenditure, the share
of Centre will be ¥2.08 trillion.
- The department of drink-
ing water and sanitation
under the Jal Shakti Ministry
is likely to go for low hanging
fruits first to expedite the tar- -
get. This would mean projects

‘that are close to completion

but remain unfinished could
be taken up on priority:

BUDGET ESTIMATES
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Jal Jeevan to add
I1imntapsby 21

‘  RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI 9}3 The mxssxonis modelled-on
New Delhi, 3 February a “utility-based approach”,
= 7 enabling institutions to focus
~ Jal Jeevan Mission, the gov-  onservicesand recovera water'

tariff or user fee. No expendi-
" ture towards operation and
‘maintenance cost of the

schemes such as electricity

charges, salary of regular staff, -

and purchase of land will be
allowed out of Central share.
The Budget has enumerat-

edsocial, economic, and health

benefits of providing tap con-
nections to households, which
will be used as indicators to
measure the outcome at the
end of the year. As of now, the
targets for these parameters
have been kept at zero.
Through the mission, the

‘government is aiming to
reduce the number of acute

diarrheal diseases, relieve
women from the drudgery of
carrying water from distant
sources, and lessen the num-
ber of girl drop-outs from
upper primary schools.

The scheme is also expect-
ed to generate through con-

‘struction as well operation and

maintenance activity under-

taken for piped water supply.

# Jal Jeevan Mission = Atal Bhujal Yo;ana

® Har Khet Ko Pani (% crore)

12018-19
(Actuals)

Source: Budget
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 Govtseeks
views before

curbing use of
RO purifiers

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com . ) w D8

New Delhi: Acting on the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
order asking the Centre to
prohibit use of reverse osmo-
sis (RO) purifiers where total
dissolved solids (TDS) in wa-
ter are below 500 milligrams
per litre, the environment
ministry on Monday issued a
draft notification seeking us-
ers’ views before banning RO
purifiers in areas which get
potabledrinking water.

The ministry’s draft, how-
ever, was silent on the TDS
limit and preferred to go by
the “acceptable limit for
drinking water prescribed by
the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dard” which is aligned with
international specifications.
It also said water from RO pu-
rification system for domestic .
use would be “used only for
drinking purpose”.
~ Once the rules are final-
ised, RO machine manufac-
turers will have to tweak their
designs to meet the new pa-
rameters so that the system
does not discharge water be-
yond the prescribed limit dur-
ing the purification process.

Asfarasmonitoringanden-
forcement are concerned, the
draft left it for BIS to develop a
system to monitor, assess and
certify in consultation with the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) within six
months of final notification.
Enforcement will largely be the
responsibility of CPCB and
State Pollution Control Boards,
taking water supply agencies
on board to certify whether
they provide potable drinking
waterinaparticularareaasper
the prescribed BIS standard.

Through this draft, the
ministry sought public com-
ments which may be sent to
joint secretary Jigmet Takpa
within 30 days. Final notifica-
tion on banning RO purifiers
and parameters on design of
such machines will be issued
after examining the views of
all stakeholders.

Fullreporton www.toi.in
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Piped water
invillagesto
becharged }ﬂ

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 3T

Consumers of piped drinking

water in villages, which the

Union Government plans to

provide to all households by

2024, will be subject to user

charges imposed by state gov-

ernments/UT administrations.

The Centre has set a target
to provide piped drinking
water to every household
under “Nal Se Jal” scheme
under the overarching “Jal
Jeevan Mission”, which is
being implemented by the
Ministry for Jal Shakti.

Jal Shakti Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat on
Monday informed the Rajya
Sabha during question hour
that the state governments
and UT administrations had
‘been advised to facilitate
gram panchayat to take deci-
sions on user charge for pro-
viding water connection.

The fund sharing pattern for
JJM, which is Centre-spon-
sored programme, between
the Centre and state is 90:10
for Himalayan, northeastern
states and UTSs with legisla-

ture, 100 per cent for UTs with-
out legislature and 50:50 for

the rest of the states. — TNS
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Dil leak sets Assam river ablaze

TORAAGARWALA ' @%A ‘

GUWAHATI, FEBRUARY 3

UPPER ASSAM'S Buri Dihing
river caught fire following a
crude oil spill from an Oil India
Limited (OIL) pipeline in the
_ area. Images of the raging fire —
reportedly in the Sasoni area
near Naharkatiya town in
Dibrugarh district — have been
circulating on social media since.
Itisunclear how long the river,
which is a tributary of the
Brahmaputra, was ablaze.
However, on Monday afternoon,
OIL authorities have confirmed
that the fire extinguished by itself
after burning for a few “hours”.
“No casualty has been re-
ported,” confirmed Dibrugarh SP
Sreejith T, adding that the OILhad

No casualty was reported in the fire on Buri Dihing river. ANI

said a “technical glitch” caused
the spillage on January 28.
Apressrelease fromOIL head-
quartered in Duliajan, states that -
the problem ongmated inOIL’s

Central Tank Farm in Duliajan.
According to the statement,

- there was a “sudden closure of

remote operated shut off valves
&motor operator valves of inlets

and outlets of all the Crude Oil
Storage Tanks” leading toa “pres-
sure build-up”. This resulted in
several leaks in the delivery
pipelines. The incident occurred
around 10.30 am on January 28.

“Somehow, probably the next
day, the oil managed to trickle into
the Buri Dihing river. It appears
that some miscreants set fire to oil
floating on the river,” said Tridiv
Hazarika. He added that they had

received “one-two” reports of* |

smaller fires on Monday too.

A joint team led by Circle
Officer of Tengakhat Circle,
Dibrugarh district, State Pollution
Control Board, fishery depart-
ment and experts from OIL are
currently assessing the environ-
mental damage to the river. “We
are mopping and cleaning the
splll inareas where itremains.”

THE HINDU - ©F-02.2020

‘BJP-JJP govt. did not take #4
effective steps on SYL issue’

Abhay Chautala plans to raise it in State budget session

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

With Punjab reluctant to
give the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
Canal water to Haryana, In-
dian National Lok Dal senior

leader Abhay Singh‘Chautala -

on Monday blamed the BJP-
JJP coalition for not taking
“effective steps” to ensure
that the State gets its rightful
share of water.

“The BJP-JJP coalition go-

vernment is not taking effec- .

tive steps to ensure that Ha-
ryana gets its rightful share,”
Mr. Chautala said addressing
workers at the party’s execu-
tive meeting in Jind.

According to a release,
Mr.. Chautala asked party
workers to remain prepared
for “any sacrifice” for the
construction of the SYL ca-
nal. He added that he will
raise the SYL issue during
the budget session of the
State Assembly.

On January 23, an all-par-
ty meeting in Punjab had
called for a new tribunal to
assess river water availabili-
ty in the State.

Meanwhile, in Jind, the
INLD demanded that the
State government order a
‘special girdwari’ (revenue
survey) to assess the extent
of damage caused by a hail-
storm recently and to com-
pensate  the  affected
farmers.
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DEHRADUN: The black carbon
concentration that contrib-
utes to faster melting of gla-
ciers hasalmost doubled on
the Gangotri Glacier, where
the Gangadrains out ofin
Uttarakhand, over the past
few years primarily because
ofthe forestfires, a study by
Dehradun-based Wadia Insti-
tute of Himalayan Geology
(WIHG) hasfound-

PSNegi,a WIHG scientist,
said black carbonisakind of
anaerosol (fine solid particles
orliquid droplets). “Among
aerosols, black carbon has
been recognised as the second
mostimportant anthropo-
genicagentfor climate change
and the primary marker to
understand theadverse
effects caused by air pollu-
tion,” hesaid. Negisaid they

Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )
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= An aerial view of the Gangotri glacier.

Forest fires causing Gangotri Glai

HTFILE
have been monitoring black We have found that the con-
carbon through two weather centrationofblack carbon
stations on theroute to Gang- increasesin summer months
otriglaciersat Chirbasa(3,600  duetovariedfactors. Wehave
m),and Bhojbasa(3,800m)for  foundthatarange ofblack
thelastfewyears. carbon up to4.62 micrograms

“Analysis ofthe data from per cubicmetre,” said Negi.
these weather stationsinreal- Insummer, the concentra-
time has helped us to know tion comes down toabout 2
aboutblack carbon concen- micrograms per cubic metre
trations and seasonal varia- of air indicating that forest
tionsinthehigher Himalayas. firesand tourismactivitiesin

er to melt faster: Study .

the state contribute tohigher of cropresidue.
concentration of black carbon Accordingto Forest Survey
onglaciers, headded. of India, forest fires are gener-
“Period from April toJune ally reported in Uttarakhand
showed aremarkable from February to June.
increase in black carbon con- Besides man-madereasons,
centration primarily due to other causes offires include
directandindirect activities lightning. Over 44,554 hec-
related totourism. Also, forest  taresoftheforestareawas
fires contribute toincreasing damaged in forest firesin
black carbon concentration,”  Uttarakhand since 2000,
said Negi. Headded they according to the statedata.
found high black carbon con- Negi said black materials
centration during September absorbmore light and emit
and October. “The lowest infrared radiation, which
black carbon concentration increasesthe temperature.
hasbeenrecorded during “Soeffectively, when thereis
August followed by Decem- anincreaseinblack carbonin

ber, likely due to the absence
of tourist activities and forest
fireincidences.”

Negisaid the mainlocal
sources of black carbon
observed duringfield study
includeforest fires, domestic
and commerecial fuel wood-
burning and seasonal burning

the higher Himalayas, it will
contribute to faster melting of
the Himalayan glaciers.”
Developmental activities, pol-
lution fromlocal, regional and
global sourcesaccumulate
over the Himalayanregion
andincrease the concentra-
tion of black carbon.
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If tap water meets BIS norms, RO systems will be banned 4

| Proposed regulation is not the final word and the Environment Ministry will await comments from the public for 30 days

JACOB KOSHY
~ NEW DELHI
| The Union Environment Mi-
;‘ nistry has published a draft
} notification that effectively
) pI'OhlbttS users from install-
| ing membrane-based water
‘ purlﬁcatlon, mainly reverse
\ osmosis, systems in their

homes if the water has been
| sourced from a supply that
| meets the Bureau of Indian
| Standards’ (BIS) drinking wa-
ter norms.

“Installation or use of

MWPS  [Membrane-based
\Water Purification System]

shall be prohibited, at the
point of use or at the point of
entry for purification of sup-
plied water which is subject-

ed to conventional floccula- '

tion, filtration and
disinfection process or is
from any sources which are
in compliance with accepta-
ble limit for drinking water

prescribed by Bureau of In-

dian Standard 10500:2012,”
the Ministry said in the noti-
fication, made public on
Monday.

The proposed regulation
is not the final word and the

Ministry will await com-
ments from the public for 30
days; after which it may in-
corporate the changes be-
fore it becomes a law.

The - Delhi Jal Board,
among others, claims that
the water it supplies meets
BIS norms.

NGT order

The Ministry has issued this
order to comply with an or-
der of the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT), which has pro-
hibited the use of reverse
osmosis (RO) purifiers in

places where total dissolved
solids (TDS) in the supplied
water are below 500 mg per
litre: ¢

The Water Quality Asso-
ciation of India, which repre-
sents companies that make

RO systems, had moved the.

Supreme Court for a stay of
the NGT’s order.

The SC declined to inter-
vene and the NGT had direct-
ed the Environment Ministry
to issue a notification that
restricted the use of water fil-
ters. The NGT had ordered a
ban on RO filters on the

|
|

i
I

grounds that they wasted wa-
ter and that, in the process of
removing salts, they often
deprived drinking water of
essential salts.

RO, while useful in reduc-

ing salts, does not tackle bac-

terial agents or trace chemi-
cals, and manufacturers
often claim that additional
filtration is required to deliv-
er potable water.

“This is a work in pro-
gress... users will not be pro-
secuted for installing RO sys-
tems,” Jigmet Takpa, Joint

' Secretary, Union Environ-

ment Ministry, told the Hin-
du. “However, this is part of
a significant change we are
implementing to regulate RO
manufacturers and inform

_consumers that RO systems

aren’t needed always,” he
added.

Current regulations
Current BIS regulations con-
sider 500 mg/litre—1,200
mg/1 of total dissolved solids,
which consists of salts and
some organic matter, as ac-
ceptable though there is no
lower limit.
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