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New Delhi, A seven member
parliamentary  delegation  from
Germany led by Mr. Volkmar Klein
called on the Union Minister of Jal
Shakti, Shri  Gajendra  Singh
Shekhawat  here today. They
discussed avenues for cooperation
between the two countries specially
in the area of river rejuvenation and
providing tap water to all households
m India. Shekhawat said India has
undertaken the rejuvenation of India’s
longest Ganga river in a Mission
mode through the National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG).
“Rejuvenation of Ganga is a
challenging task and we can learn
from the German experience in
setting  global  benchmark in
rejuvenation of rivers such as Rhie
and Danube”, he said. “Ganga river
runs its course through more than
2,500 kms while its basin covers 32%
of India’s landmass and is the lifeline
for almost 42% of the country’s
population”, he added. Shekhawat
said ever since the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi gave a call for

eradicating single use plastic, there
has been significant reduction in
single use plastic. Recently, a rafting
expedition covered entire length of

river Ganga and they could hardly

find floating trash including

polythene. Shekhawat said apprised

the delegation about the ambitious

programme of Jal Jeevan Mission

announced by the Prime Minister

from the ramparts of Red Fort on the

occasion of Independence Day. The

Mission aims to cover nearly 146

million households over a period of

five years. Shekhawat also said that

the Government has undertaken

mapping of aquifers for scientific

assessment of Ground Water potential

of the country. “Under the National

Aquifer Mapping Programime, so far

1 million square kms has been

completed and another 1.5 million sq

kms will be mapped by March 20217,

he added. The German side evinced

keen interest in India’s initiative for

river rejuvenation and lauded India’s

efforts towards creating water ..
sustainability.
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Cabinet approves ‘diluted’
water regulation authority

It has power to revise water tariff for drinking, agricultural purposes

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
&/

CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 4
Bowing to populist pres-
sure, the Punjab Council of
Ministers today approved a
‘diluted’ version of the
Punjab Water Regulation
and Development Authori-
ty, stripping it of the power
to revise the water tariff for
drinking, domestic and
agricultural purposes.

It has, however, been
empowered to issue tariff
orders for use of water for
industrial and commercial
use. The government will
issue the Water Resources
(Management and Regula-
tion) Ordinance, 2019, to
bring changes.

Amid serious concern
over the groundwater situa-
tion in Punjab, which has
the highest water exploita-
tion rate and maximum per-
centage of dark zones in the
country, the ‘watered
down’ version of the pro-
posed authority comes in
wake of stiff opposition
from ministers and MLAs,
representing urban Assem-
bly segment - a major vote
bank for political parties.

Water Resources Minis-
ter Sukhbinder Singh

| Sarkaria, in a statement,

said the proposed regulato-
ry architecture had been
carefully crafted through
multiple iterations. It has
been structured to provide
functional autonomy to the
regulator on the one hand,
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Chief Minister Capt Amarinder Singh chairs the Cabinet meeting in Chandigarh on Wednesday.

WHO ALL CAN BE APPOINTED

while retaining the overar-
ching role of the state gov-
ernment in laying the
broad policy to guide the
regulator.

The government was
firmly committed to pre-
serving the scarce and
fast  depleting water
resources, and to taking
urgent steps to improve
efficiency in the use and
reuse of water, he said.

In the previous version of
the legislation that was
withdrawn in last year’s
winter session of the Vid-
han Sabha in wake of
opposition from ministers

and MLAs, it had been pro-
posed to mandate the pro-
posed authority with pow-
ers to impose tariff and
restrict construction of any
structure for drawing
water for domestic, com-
mercial and industrial use,
except agriculture. It
would have enabled all line
departments  supplying
water to automatically
come under the Water
Resources Department for
the purpose of fixing the
water tariff.

Explaining today’s deci-
sion, a senior official said
the authority would be

empowered to issue general
directions related to extrac-
tion and use of groundwa-
ter, besides ensuring opti-
mal and efficient utilisation
of all water resources in the
state, including canal irriga-
tion. For drinking, domestic
and agriculture purposes,
the authority would be
guided by the policy of the
state government.

Further, the authority
would have the right to
impose financial penalties
upon non-compliance of its
orders or directions and has
been vested with the pow-
ers of a civil court.
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2% samples clear test, says DJB

WATER WAR: Mohaniya Claims Opposition Lies Nailed, BJP Hits Back

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi; Delhi Jal Board
announced on Wednesday that
ithad concluded a comprehen-
sive water-testing process af-
ter lifting samples from across
the city It claimed that the re-
sults showed that Delhi’s wa-
ter was fit for drinking. Union
minister Ram Vilas Paswan
had alleged that the quality of
water was poor in most parts
of Delhi. This had sparked a
war of wordsbetween BJPand
AAP, prompting DJB to initia-
te the 10-day-long process in
which its representatives col-
lected five samples from each
municipal ward.
Announcing the results,
DJB VC Dinesh Mohaniya
claimed that 98.2% of the
sampleshad cleared allthe29
quality parameters they we-
retestedon. Thereportrelea-
sed by DJBstated that only 76

SAMPLES TAKEN BY DJB

4,204 | 5 from each
municipal ward

» Each sample

marked and

sealed; When
location Nov
data, signatures 20-30

collected from houses

Tahirpur
Nangloi Il 4/756
Dwarka [ 8/500

RESULT

4,128 (98.2%) passed on

all parameters

» DJB says WHO guidelines
permit 5% failure rate for city’s
entire water distribution system
» DIB VC alleges that BIS
report was motivated to benefit
RO companies

|

e UNSATISFACTORY SAMPLES |
Wazirabad IEREREREIIEIEIINNN 23/536

41/723

1619

samplesof the4,204 collected
had failed on certain para-
meters. Mohaniya said WHO
norms permitted a failure
rateof 5% inany city’s water
distribution system.

He alleged that the BIS re-
port,onthebasisof whichPas-

wan had targeted Delhi go-
vernment, was politically mo-
tivated. “BIS didn’t follow the
standard operating procedure
and even violated the WHO
norms to arrive at the conclu-
sion that Delhi’s water wasnot
potable. It tested just 11 sam-

plesinanunscientific way wit-
hout transparency. In fact, the
report was a mischievous ef-
fort to malign Delhi govern-
ment just before the assembly
elections and serve the com-
mercial interests of the RO
manufacturers,” he claimed.

Mohaniya said DJB was
still lifting 500 samples every
day and BIS officials were
welcome to join the process.

Elaborating on the tes-
ting process, he said: “The
names, phone numbers and
addresses of every house-
hold from where the samples
were collected wererecorded
to ensure transparency in
the process. The sealed sam-
ples were tested at DJB labo-
ratories on 29 parameters.
The high rate of satisfactory
samples is comfortably wit-
hin the WHO norms.”

The report stated that the
samples collected from the Ha-

iderpur plant region were
100% satisfactory as were tho-
se from Bawana, Greater Kai-
lash and Okhla. Wazirabad
(95.7%), TYR  Tahirpur
(94.3%), Nangloi (99.5%),
Dwarka (98.4%) fared well too.

Leader of opposition,
Vijender Gupta, however, chal-
lenged AAP onfighting the up-
comingelection ontheissueof
water. “Why didn’t the AAP go-
vernment respond in the
two-day assembly session
when we tried to call attention
of the chief minister on the is-
sue of contaminated water? I
challenge AAP to contest the
upcoming election on the is-
sue of water if it is so confi-
dent that Delhiites are getting
potable water,” Gupta said.
“The AAP government is mis-
leading people. It has yet tona-
me 32 officials for joint team
with BIS to lift water samples
from across the city.”
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The TDP governmenz‘ pazd an additional 32,346 crore for the Polavcu am project.

NEW FURORE OVER POlAVARAM

THE POLAVARAM irrigation :

and hydel power project
is generating fresh
political heat.

On December 2, in reply
to a question by YSR Con-

gress MP V Vijaysai Reddy,

Union Minister of State
for Jal Shakti, Rattan Lal
Kataria, told the

Rajya Sabha that the
TDP government of

N Chandrababu Naidu had

made a surplus payment

to the previous contrac-
tor of the project.

! Kataria said that the Cen-
: tre would take appropri-

ate action after the
Regional Vigilance and

Enforcement Department

submits its report. How-
ever, all payments were
made following official
recommendations and
there were no proce-

dural lapses, the minister

added. The TDP has ques-

tioned the claim. Former
state irrigation minister,
Devineni Umamaheswara
Rao, said that all pay-
ments to Polavaram
contractors were made
by different central
agencies.

These include the
Polavaram Project
Authority, Central Water
Commission and the
then Union water
resources ministry.




News item/letter/article/editorial i i
oria pubhtshed 0105.1/:2. 90/7 in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New Delhi)
The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)

Pioneer (Delhi)

TG | (el

Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )
Deccan Cronicle

The Economic Times (New Delhi)
Business Standard(New Delhi)
The Tribune (Gurugram)
Financial Express

s s (7 o)

(1 5 ] 0 o

and dogumented at WSE Dte, CWC.

Eco Nopee e

Dal Lake Dwellers
‘May Receive Cash
Relief to Relocate

DECONGESTING THE LAKE J&K admin has allocated
Z65 crunder the first phase of compensation scheme

Hake: K
emirfan.Rashid A 6

@timesgroup.com ?\,

St:inagar: The Jammu and Kash-
mir administration has decided to
pay gash compensation for rehabi-
litation of Dal Lake inhabitants
who will be shifted under a plan to
decongest the shallow urban water
body, which attracts tourists from
across the globe.

The repeated attempts by the go-
vernment to rehabilitate Dal dwel-
lers in Srinagar for past two deca-
des weremarred by the corruption,
electoral politics and red tape.

The new administration under
Lieutenant Governor GC Murmu
has also decided that the dwellers
vx{ould reserve the water usage
rights on the lake despite their re-

settlement. Many

L -of them will also
Dwellers be shifted to verti-
wouldreserve cal buildings that -
the water are planned to be
usagerights constructed on the
onthe lake outskirts of Srina-
despitetheir - garcity.
resettlement According to offi-

' cial data, around

9,000 families live on Dal Lake and

some of them have propriety

rights over the land and floating
gardensas well.

Earlier, administration provided
alternate land to some inhabitants
of Dal Lakeé but the move was mar-
red by corruption. Some had either
sold or rented out the land provided
as compensation. “With the cash
compgnsation, the dwellers can go
to their place of choosing. Human
rehabilitation is a big issue and we
have beendirected to do everythihg
tosave Dal Lake and take care of pe-
ople as well,” vice chairman of La-
kes gnq Water Ways Development
Authority (LAWDA) Ghulam Mu-
hammad Dar told ET.

For tl}e first phase of cash com-
pensation programme, Dar said
that the new administration has
earmarked 65 crore. &

o

FILE PHOTO

Internettobe
Restored in Phases
in Vailey: Murmu
Srinagar: Inter-
\ netservices
\\ would beresto-

: ~redinKashmirin
phasesonce thesituation
turns “more normal”, Jammu
and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor (LG) GCMurmu
said on Wednesday. Howe-
ver, he gave no timeline for
restoration of internet
services, whichweresnap-
ped acrossall platformsin
Kashmir ontheintervening
night of August 4 and August

5, “Weare reviewing it
(internet ban) and as it (situ-
ation) becomes more nor-
mal, we willdoit (restore)
phase-wise,” he said. —PTI
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from different parts of the country underscored

the overriding importance of the nation’s life-
line, that now contends with endemic neglect and
pollution. This intrinsically is the cruel irony of the
river, almost uniformly neglected by the states that
it meanders through. Ergo, the exceptionally robust
pitch for placing the National River Ganga (Regula-
tion, Protection and Management) Bill, 2019 in the
public domain ~ before it is tabled in Parliament ~
deserves urgently to be followed through. The name
of the legislation would suggest that it is suitably
comprehensive, if executed in the right earnest. The
collective effort must of necessity match the leg-
islative signal of intent. Hence the stout appeal to
the government not to construct new dams on the
river, to abandon projects that are yet to be com-
missioned, and adopt the standards set by the IIT
Consortium Report on the Ganga. The charter of
demands has drawn a sharp distinction between
this report and that advanced by the Central Water
Commission, clearly preferring the IIT’s recom-
mendations. It is rather surprising that while the
Bill is scheduled to be passed in the winter session
of Parliament, the people ~ indeed the primary
users and beneficiaries ~ are generally clueless
about the provisions. As regards new dams, it is a
damned-if-you do, damned-if-you don't situation. A
dam runs the risk of a burst if the stored water is not
released when the need arises. Equally, such release
can flood the neighbouring areas. It will be a matter
of common knowledge and a topic of discourse only
if and when the Bill gets featured in the public
domain. Not that the Centre has not taken initia-
tives to set things right, but such exercises have by
and large been ineffectual. Tt bears recall that in
2015, the Centre had launched the Rs 20,000-crore
Namami Gange Programme ~ the maximum outlay
yet ~ with a target to clean the river by 2019, a time-
frame that was extended to 2020. Besides, seven
1ITs were asked to furnish a report on the “best
strategies to clean the river”.

As it turns out, the upshot of Sunday’s meeting
is that the “Ganga is dying by the hour due to the
filth and garbage that are junked into the river”, and
not merely alongside the ghats of Varanasi. In
Kolkata, for instance, the water is severely polluted
during immersion of images. Central to the problem
is the lack of political will and integrity. The cocktail
of environmental degradation, religious sentiment,
and people’s indifference have well and truly ruined
the river. While the Bill envisages arrests and fines
for those who flout the norms of cleanliness, less
easily grasped is the proposed involvement of the
Ministry of Shipping. It is hard not to wonder if the
unstated objective is to use the Ganga exclusively
for maritime trade. The Government of India needs
to be more explicit.
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Ganga Centralised Aqualabs to be set up at Wil

In a first in India, a Ganga Centralised Aqualabs will be established at the
Wildlife Institute of India in Dehradun to preserve aquatic life in the Ganga.
The lab will be used to preserve genes of each species found in the river. it .
will also record baseline data of the river facing threats due to pollution and
several other anthropological factors. The lab will help in recording and
studying gene pools of species, water quality analysis and geo-spatial
database of the river to divert resources to find solutions to problems.
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ONGC opens drinking water
project at Dhitaipukhur1 HS

ANN Service

- SIVASAGAR, Dec 4: Con-
tinuing its endeavour as a re-
sponsible corporate citizen
and a committed partner in
the progress of the State,
the ONGC inaugurated a
drinking water project at
Dhitaipukhuri High School
on November 29 under its
CSR initiative.

Executive Director (ED)

and Asset Manager, ONGC,

Assam Asset, Sanjeev
Kakran while inaugurating
the project emphasised that
ONGC has a strong and spe-
cial emotional connect with
the people of Assam and it is
always committed for devel-
opment of the State. The ED
further added that ONGC is
giving focused attention to
empower people through
CSR projects and it seeks to
work with local people as a
team for development of the

region.

Addressing the students,
teachers and parents assem-
bled on the occasion, Kakran
underlined that future of the
nation depends on students
and “we all have to come
forward to provide them the
right platform for growth
and development, imparting
value education.”

Kakran interacted with
the students and teachers of
the school about various fa-
cilities available in the school
and how the ONGC can sup-
plement its further infra-
structural development. He
announced financial support
of Rs 20,000 for purchasing
musical instruments for the
students and assured to ex-
tend support towards the
existing computer lab of the
school for the benefit of the
students.

Providing clean and safe
drinking water in schools in

and around ONGC'’s opera-
tional areas, is a CSR initia-
tive by ONGC Assam Asset.
The project in Dhitaipukhu-
ri High School is implement-
ed by ONGC’s All India
OBC and MOBC Employ-
ees Welfare Association.

It may be mentioned here
that during last two years,
ONGC’s School Drinking
Water Project benefited
more than 15,000 school
children in Sivasagar and
Charaideo districts. ,

Om Veer Singh, GGM-
HES, Sanjay Goel, CGM-
Head HR/ER, Jayanta Patar,
GM(E), Amandeep Singh,
CE-I/C CSR, Simanta Gogot,
Chairman and Hemanta Ku-
mar Gogoi, Secretary,
AIOBCMOBCEWA, Assam
Asset Branch, Prasanta Ku-
mar Dutta, Headmaster and
Acharya Phukan, President,
SMDC were present on the
occasion.
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