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Volunteers clean Maklang
river in Imphal West dist

Volunteers cleaning the Maklang river at Khumbong village in Manipur on Sunday.
— Photo: Correspondent

SOBHAPATI SAMOM

KHUMBONG, Feb 4:
With the motto ‘Save River,
Save Water’, the residents of
Khumhbong area in Imphal
West district conducted a
two-day river cleaning camp
along the Maklang river on
February 1 and 2.

The camp, which covers
the Khumbong sector of the
river measuring more than
one kilometre, was organ-
ised under the aegis of the
Imphal West Students’ Club
(IWSC) and the Developing
Farmers' Association (DFA).

“The idea of holding the
cleaning camp is to save the
Maklang river from pollu-
tion,” said TWSC secretary

A Samarendra. “The river
plays an important role in
meeting our daily water re-
quirements as no piped wa-
ter is available in our locali-
ty,” he added.

The nearly 3,000 popula-
tion of Khumbong village, lo-
cated about 15 km west of
the Manipur capital, depends
on the Maklang river, which
originates from the hill rang-
es behind the Sangaithel area,
for daily use and irrigation
purposes as well. The small
river also plays a vital role
for other villages like Mak-
lang, Ngairangbam, Khum-
bong, Khaidem, Heigrujam
and Nambol before flowing
down to the Loktak Lake.

During the river cleaning

camp held for the first time,
around 50 volunteers collect-
ed plastic waste and other
forms of garbage generated
from the Khumbong market,
the DFA president said. The
efforts of the volunteers have
been appreciated by the
elders of Khumbong.
Earlier, people residing un-
der 12 Imphal municipal
wards located between Ir-
oishemba and Heirangoithong
areas in Imphal West district,
participated in a cleanliness
drive of the Nambul river,
considered one of the most
polluted rivers of the State.

The drive was initiated by the:

Directorate of Environment,
along with other line depart-
ments, last year.
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