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Hundreds evacuate NZ
homestoescapeflooding

ASSOCIATED PRESS / i

WELLINGTON, 5 FEBRUARY

Hundreds of people evacuated
their homes and farms
Wednesday to escape flood-
inginsouthern New Zealand.
Authorities told many res-
idents in the towns of Gore,
Matauraand Wyndham they
shouldleaveimmediately as
rivers continued to rise fol-
lowing heavy rainfall.
Several hundred tourists
were being evacuated from
Milford Sound after getting
stuck there earlier this week
when flooding and mudslides
cut off car access.
Many of the tourists were
evacuated by helicopter.
The Grenfell family wasres-
cued after spending a terri-
fying night stuck in a hut
alonga popular hiking track.
They told New Zealand
broadcaster Newshub that
they set up tables to climb
j,bove the water and onto

the top bunks.

We were worried that the
whole hut would actually
start moving because it was
creaking and the water was
pushing against the walls of
the hut,” Tui Grenfell told
Newshub.

“So we did actually bash
holes in the walls of the hut
to allow the flow through the
hut late last night.

Ahelicopter finally arrived
in the morning to rescue
them.

Authoritieshave declared
a state of emergency in the
Southland region.

Weather conditions were
improving Wednesday.
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Freshrains,
snowfall likely
inHP today

2 RUARY '
SHIMLA, 5 FEBR
¢ St/
The weather remained dry
and cold in Himachal Pradesh:
onWednesdayand sub-zero
temperatures were record-
ed inmajor touristhotspots
inthe state, includingMan-
ali, Kufri and Dalhousie.
" Theminimumand max-
imum temperatures were 2
to 3 degrees below thenor-
mal, Shimla Meteorologi-
cal Centre Director Man-
mohan Singh said. The
weather office forecast rain
and snowfall in middle and
high hills of the state on
February 6 and 11.

Tribal district Lahauland
Spiti'sadministrative centre
Keylongremained the cold-

. estplaceinthestateatminus
110.9 degrees Celsius, Singh
. said.

« . “Kalpa recorded a low of

'minus 8.5 degrees Celsius,
 followed by Manali atminus

2.8 degrees Celsius, Kufri at

' minus2.3 degrees Celsiusand

Dalhousie at minus 0.9
' degrees Celsius, he said.

.. .The minimum temper-
atures in Shimla and
Dharamshala were 0.4
degrees Celsius and 2.6

degrees Celsius, Singh added, {
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‘Millennium Post, Delhi

‘Reports that India trying to breach Indus
Water Treaty false and far from reality

NEW DELHI: India on
Wednesday dismissed reports in
Pakistani media that it was try-
ing to breach the Indus Waters
Treaty, terming them "false” and
"far from reality".
Commissioner (Indus) in
the Jal Shakti Ministry P K Sax-
ena said the reports were an
attempt by Pakistan to divert
the attention of its public from
the "real issues of gross misman-
agement" of water resources.
"The reports of India's
attempt of breach of Indus
Waters Treaty has been rejected
as false and far from reality. The
building of perception that the
water scarcity in Pakistan is
because of India, bears no rela-
tion whatsoever to the reality on
the ground," Saxena told PTL
The reports state that follow-
ing the abrogation of provisions

of Article 370, the Indian gov-
ernment has stepped up efforts
to breach the Indus Water Treaty
(IWT) to pave the way for con-
struction of dams on the water
flowing into Pakistan.

The reports also stated that
Indian diplomats have started
quietly lobbying like-minded
UN members. They claimed that
Delhi is circulating a draft stat-
ing that it needs to act on several
options, including construction
of new dams in its territory, to
counter environmental impacts
of climate change, including fog,
in its nelghbourmg countries.

According to the Indus
Water Treaty between New
Delhi and Islamabad, the usage
of water of the Indus and its five
tributaries flowing from India
to Pakistan have been divided.

Ravi, Beas and Sutlej are
eastern flowing rivers, while
Indus, Jhelum and Chenab flow
towards the west.

It is India's right to design
the projects on western rivers
within the limiting conditions
imposed by the treaty, Saxena
said. Of the total 168 million
acre feet (MAF), India's share
of water from these three riv-
ers is 33 MAE which is nearly
20 per cent.

India uses nearly 93-94 per
cent of its share under the Indus
Water Treaty. The rest of the
water remains unutilised and
goes to Pakistan. AGENCIES




News item/letter/article/editorial published on 4/0&/&0ia inthe following newspaper
i . & ICWS

_Hindustan Times (New Delhi) [ Deccan Herald (Bengaluru ) [0 Reeamw @3% T
The Statesman (New Delhi) [] Deccan Cronicle O ;ﬁ: a;-(~ m""‘_i i
The Times of India (New Delhi) [[] The Economic Times (New Delhi) 0l QG]T; )t.\,;ﬁljﬁgv b
The Indian Express (New Delhi) [[] Business Standard(New Delhi) 0. W' qﬁ?:yv(—g el
T.hc Hindu ( Dethi) he Tribune (Gurugram) O aﬁ—; ss—gmrr (;{g% -
Pioneer (Delhi) [J Financial Express - [0 sergear (e -
UL HERT (el O &% srem (7 foeeh) O 3ex ssmer @@ e

and documented at WSE Die, CWC.

oo Purifyidmg_water

The effort must be to ensure
BIS-standard water at the consumer’s end

he Environment Ministry’s draft notification to
.Tregulate the use of membrane-based water purifi- -
cation systems primarily concerns the manufac-
turers of reverse osmosis (RO) water filters but effective-
ly bars domestic user's from installing RO systems. The
notification is the culmination of a legal dispute before
the National Green Tribunal, which had banned RO wa-
ter filter use in Delhi as the purification process wastes
water. The association of water filter manufacturers
challenged this order and the litigation led to this pan-
India notification, where the intent is to conserve water
and cut waste. In RO, the total dissolved solids (TDS) in
water — which covers trace chemicals, certain viruses,
bacteria and salts — can be reduced, to meet potable
water standards. Home filters waste nearly 80% of the.
water during treatment. Second, some research has
shown that the process can cut the levels of calcium
and magnesium, which are vital nutrients. The resort to
prohibition (to restrict home filters) may cause consum-
er apprehension but it is unlikely that they will be taken
to task for using such water filters. For one, the notifica-
tion implies, these filters are only prohibited if the
home gets water supply that conforms to Bureau of In-
dian Standards (BIS) for Drinking Water. Although sev-
eral State and city water boards claim BIS standards,
the water at homes falls short of the test parameters.
The BIS, last year, ranked several cities on official wa-
ter supply quality. Delhi was last and only Mumbai met
all the standards. In the 28 test parameters, Delhi failed
19, Chennai 9, and Kolkata 10. The BIS norms are volun-
, tary for public agencies which supply piped water but
are mandatory for bottled water producers. Moreover,
most of the country does not have the luxury of piped
water. The Composite Water Management Index
(CWMI) of NITI Aayog says that 70% of water supply is
contaminated. India is ranked 120th among 122 coun-
tries in an NGO, WaterAid’s quality index. The case for
restricting people’s choices on the means they employ
to ensure potable water is thus weak. The notification
mainly deals with rules for commercial suppliers and
for integration of systems that inform consumers about
TDS levels — a major determinant of water quality. This
is envisaged both before water enters filtration systems
and after it has been filtered. The aim is also to ensure
that after 2022, no more than 25% of water being treat-
ed is wasted, and for residential complexes to reuse the
residual waste water for other activities, including gar-
dening. When implemented, the notification’s primary
aim should be to persuade authorities to upgrade and
supply BIS-standard water at the consumer’s end. This
should be done without additional costs, particularly
on millions who now lack access to protected supply.
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