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(Godavari water for Musi

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Musi river that passes
through parts of the city will
soon have Godavari water
flowing through it that
would also help in keeping
the river clean, The State
government is workingona
comprehensive plan not
only to fill Musi with Go-
davari water but also beau-
tify it on all fronts, Munici-
pal Administration and
Urban Development Minis-
ter KT Rama Rao said on
Tuesday.

Laying out blueprint of
the water flow, the Minister
said that Godavari water
stored in Kondapochamma
Sagar will be released into
Nizam Sagar from where a
lake in Ravalkol village will
be filled, Water from this
lake can be taken to Osman-
sagar and Himayatsagar
reservoirs from Muthangi
junction, the Minister said.

Both Osmansagar and Hi-

00
Plan afoot for
beautification of
Musi. We are
committed to
taking the project
forward

= KT RAMA RAO
MAZUD MINISTER

verge at Bapu Ghat, As and
when required, the gates of
the two reservoirs can be
lifted to release Godavari
water into Musi from Bapu
Ghat. “It’s just pressing a
button to lift gates to release
water into Musi river,” he
said in the State Legislative
Council here,

“Since we regularly hear
about linking of rivers, and
if we can bring Godavari
water to Musi, then it can
also be linked with Krishna
river,” he said, adding:

55 km, there is a one-and-a-
half-metre gradient for al-
most every km in Musi, As a
result, water cannot be
stopped in Musi. T'aking this
into consideration, three or
four check dams are being
planned on Musi river to
store water. We are prepar-
ing a comprehensive plan
for the beautification of
Musi,” he said. “We are
committed and we will take
the beautification project
forward,” Rama Rao said.
Explaining the develop-
ment works especially fly-
overs, roads and nalas taken
up in old city in the last
seven years, Rama Rao reit-
erated that the State govern-
ment was committed to
bring Metro Rail to old city.
He said efforts would be
made to get world heritage
status to the historic Gol-
conda Fort and seven
tombs. “If necessary, we will
take the assistance of Union
Tourism Minister G Kishan
Reddy in this regard,” he

mayatsagar resetvoirs con-

“For the development of Hyderabad, we are
ready to set aside political differences,” he
said. Referring to the remarks made by Con-
gress MLC T Jeevan Reddy and others about
Osmania General Hospital (OGH), he said
there was difference of opinion when it came
to developing OGH. Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao will find a solution, he
added. Rama Rao said the Congress, which

“From west to east for over said.

(SEEPAGE 2)

was in power for decades, constructed only
OGH, Gandhi Hospital and Nizam’s Institute
of Medical Sciences. But the TRS govern-
ment has already developed TIMS in Gachi-
bowli and planned four multi-super specialty
hospitals on four sides of the city, he said. He
added more funds would be sanctioned for
developing Charminar and other heritage
structures in old city to attract tourists.
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Don'’t refer project proposals
to AP, Telangana to GRMB

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana has requested
the Godavari River Manage-
ment Board (GRMB) to ex-
amine irrigation projects
proposals at the board level
and not to refer them to AP
in a routine manner, “This
would save us much time in
the process of clearances of
DPRs,” said Dr Rajat Kumar,
Special Chief Secretary to
Government, in a letter to
GRMB Chairman ] Chan-
drashekhar Iyer,

Rajat Kumar said Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao was keen on getting ex-
peditious solutions for the
Detail Project Reports
(DPRs) already submitted
to GRMB. In this context,
the Chief Minister had also
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I would like to
inform you that
these projects are
envisaged well
within the water
allocated to TS

= RAJAT KUMAR
SPECIAL CHIEF SECRETARY

personally met the Union
Minister of Jal Shakthi, who
assured that the GRMB will
take all necessary steps in
this regard.

“Now, I have been in-
formed that the DPRs of
projects like Chowtpally
Hanumantha Reddy (CHR)
Lift Trrigation Scheme and

Chanaka-Korata barrage
have been referred to AP
government for its observa-
tions and comments,” he
said.

“I would like to inform
you that these projects are
envisaged well within the
water allocated to Telan-
gana and no inter-State is-
sues are involved. The CHR
lift scheme was commis-
sioned in united AP and has
been in operation for the
last six years,” he explained.

He said the Chanaka-Ko-
rata Barrage was an ap-
proved project as per
GRMB Gazette notification
dated July 15, 2021, and was
taken up as per agreement
between united AP and Ma-
harashtra and subsequently
between Telangana and Ma-
harashtra.
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Focus on water quality
& demand management

MIHIR SHAH

The new National Water Policy (NWP)
arguesthat limitsare now being reached
on possibilities of solving India’s water
problem from thesupply side. The
policy proposes ashift in focus towards
thelong-neglected demand-side
management of water. The most
important reform needed hereisin
irrigation, which takes up 80-90 percent
of India’s water use. And just three crops
— rice, wheatand sugarcane —
consume 80 per cent of this water.
Without aradical change in this pattern
of waterdemand, basic water needs of
millions of people cannot be met. Water-
intensive crops are grown even in
relatively water-short regions mainly
because these are the only crops for
which farmersare assured asteady
market, thanks to government
procurement operations forwheat and
riceand purchaseofsugarcane by sugar
mills. Hence, crop diversification
withoutendangering national food
security is the single most important
stepinresolving India’s water crisis.
Toenable this, the policy suggests
diversifying crop procurement
operationstoinclude nutri-cereals,
pulses and oilseeds, in line with local
agro-ecology. As proposed under the
2018 PM-AASHA (AnnadataAay
Sanrakshan Abhiyan), at least 25 per
centoutputof these crops could be
procured, goingup to40 percentif they
are partofthe publicdistribution system
(PDS). This will incentivise farmersto
gradually diversify theircropping
patterns, resulting in hugesavingof
water. The largest potential outlets for
these procured crops are the Integrated
Child Development Services, Midday
Meal Scheme and PDS. Creating thislink
would additionally become a powerful
weapon in India’s battle against the
twinned syndemic of malnutritionand
diabetes, given the farsuperior
nutritional profile of these crops
compared to riceand wheat.
Highlywater-consuming, high-cost
and high-risk chemical agriculturehas
become unviable for many farmers,
whose netincomes have started toturn
negative due toboth diminishing
returns and rising input costs. Harmful
chemicals from fertilisers and pesticides
transported into the bodyvia food and
waterare having agrave impacton
health. Agro-ecological farming, which
reduces use of chemical inputs at the
right pace, could lead to massivesaving
inwater, since it needs much less
irrigation and enables greater retention
of soil moisture throughimproved soil
structure. Water use can also be reduced
by incentivising the System of Crop
Intensification, drip and sprinkler
irrigation, and watersavingseed

varietiesbased onthelocal germplasm,
ofwhich India hasarich repository.
Reservingsome land fordiverse
biomass production systems
comprising trees, shrubs, creepers and
fibre-producing plants, with multi-year
life cycles and multi-tiered root systems
and canopies, reduces water use and
increases resilience, being less sensitive
tovariationsin rainfall.

Urban areas must also move
decisively towardsdemand
managementofwater. Reduce-Recycle-
Reuse should become the core mantraof
integrated urban water supply and
wastewater management, with
treatmentofsewage and eco-restoration
of urban river stretches as far as possible
through decentralised wastewater
management. All non-potable use, such
as flushing, fire protection, vehicle
washing, landscaping, horticultureetc
must mandatorilyshift to treated
wastewater. More efficient water-using
appliances and location-specific water-
efficient sanitation alternatives need to
beadopted. Urban local bodies must
explore revenue generation through
efficiently treated effluentand waste.

India’sindustrial sector isalso
suffering the consequences of not
addressing the demandside,
givenits excessively high

wastewater is an additional incentive.
The new NWP considers water
quality as the most serious unaddressed
issuein Indiatoday. It proposes that
every water ministry, atthe Centre and
states, must include a Water Quality
Department, runby ateam of multi-
disciplinary professionals. The policy
advocates adoption of state-of-the-art
low-cost, low-energy, eco-sensitive
technologies for treatment of sewage.
Nolessthan 26,000 tonnes of plastic
waste is generated everyday in India, of
which 10,000 tonnes ends up in water.
Thus, the policy proposes a national
action plan for phase-wise
replacement of plastics by green
alternatives. Widespread use of
Reverse Osmosis (RO) has adverse
consequences for water quality and
health. A large proportion of input
water iswasted and reject water from
ROshas a high concentration of
contaminants. Hence, the policy
suggests that RO units be discouraged
if the Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)
countinwateris less than 500mg/L.
The "polluter pays principle" hasat
timesalmost served as a licenceto
pollute. Thus, the NWP argues that
payment for violations must be high
enough to haveadeterrent

All non-potable effectonpollutersas

water footprint. Over the last use, such as “extended producer

decade, industrialshutdowns  flushing, fire responsibility”. Licences of
duetowatershortage have protection, polluting units must be
become increasingly landscaping, temporarilysuspended in
common. Indian industryis horticulture case of repeated violations, till
currently excessively etc must correctiveactionsaretaken.
dependenton freshwaterand ~ mandatorily The policy alsosuggeststhat
tendstodumpitsuntreated shift to treated the Governmentof India form
waste intoriversand wastewater aTaskForceon Emerging

groundwater. Thermal power

plants take up the highest proportion of
industrial water. Converting them from
once-through open-loop toclosed-cycle
cooling systems using recycled water
cansave about 65,000 million litres per
day of fresh water. The NWPsuggests
comprehensivewater audits, with
companies providingdetails of water
footprintsin theirannual reports, as also
steps they are taking to reduce water
demand in production processes, lower
effluentgenerationand higher
industrial value added per unit of water
consumed. Allofthese technologies and
investments have a very short payback
period. A growing market for treated

Water Contaminants. Recent
studies indicate uraniumand
manganese beyond safelimitsin
groundwater insome areas. Climate
change could also produce unexpected,
ofteninterlinked, consequences. The
release of certain pathogensdue to
permafrost meltingisonly one such
example. The Task Force needs to
anticipate these dangers and prepare
mitigation and adaptation plansto keep
thecountry assafe as possible.

Thewriter is Distinguished Professor, Shiv
Nadar University. He chaired the Committee to
drafi the new National Water Policy setup by
the Ministry of Jal Shaktiin 2019
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HEAVY RAINS
LIKELY IN AP,
SAYS IMD

DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, OCT 5

Conditions continue to
remain favourable for the com-
mencement of withdrawal of
the southwest nonsoon from
some parts of northwest
India during next 24 hours. It
will take some more time to
withdraw from South India,
said an IMD report on
Tuesday,

Meanwhile, a eyclonic circu-
lation that developed over
coastal Tamil Nadu lies over
the southwest Bay of Bengal.
Thunderstorms and lightning
are likely to occur at isolated
places over north coastal and
south coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Yanam.

Heavy rainfall is likely
to occur at isolated places
over south coastal AP
and Rayalaseema, the report
said.
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Piped supply plugs holes,
raises groundwater levels

OVEREXPLOITATION

OF WATER

| Govt extended similar
Atal Bhujal Yojana % schemes to remaining
implementedin 10 | 65 districts in the

districts of UP | stateluApﬂlﬂﬂsnar

Centrally-sponsored !

since 2017, groundwater levels in 35

Neha.Lalchandani
@timesgroup.com

nsuring piped water supply to as
many blocks as possible and
improvement in irrigation
schemes have helped in stabilising
groundwater levels in as many as
35 districts of Uttar Pradesh since
2017.

The centrally-funded Atal Bhujal
Yojana was initially implemented in
water-stressed areas of seven states,
including 10 distriets of Uttar
Pradesh. These included 26 blocks
and 550 gram panchayats in Mahoba,
Jhansi, Banda, Hamirpur, Chitra-
koot, Lalitpur, Muzaffarnagar, Sham-

i, Baghpat and Meerut districts.

Satisfied with the impact of the
scheme in these districts, the state
government decided to extend the

State Govt’s Initiatives Have Improved
Groundwater Situation In 35 Districts

improvement. Another major step
taken by the government was to ban
new borings by industrial units in
overexploited areas. As soon as exces-
sive withdrawal of water from the
ground stopped, the resources were
replenished,” he said.

“The new law requires applica-
tions to bemade on a specified portal
and the rejection rate is about 30-
35%,” Srivastava said, asserting that
there was absolute transparency in
renewal of licences for industrial
extraction of groundwater.

Meanwhile, UP has also secured
top position in the implementation
of Atal Bhujal Yojana. Under the
centrally-sponsored scheme, the gov-
ernment initiated groundwater con-
servation measures, conducted
awareness programmes and made
interventions on the demand and

scheme to the re-

supply side. This

maining 65 districts. MAKE UTTAR PRADESH also included ge-

From April 1 this —_— otagging of ponds
year, all 826 blocks in WAT.I_ R and check dams
the state are being which are main-

covered under the P 0 S I T I V E tained by the gov-

mentingroundwater A TIMES OF INDIA INITIATIVE A government

levels. The scheme
will run till 2026 under which the
government will focus on developing
a water security plan, followed by
work in the 75 over-exploited blocks
in the second year, critical blocks in

. the third and semi-critical blocks in

the fourth year.
Principal secretary, Namami

the result of a multifocus
by the government. Due to this,
arolmd 82 blocks that were either

tation on a large scale, rehabilitation
of village ponds through MNREGA
and state funds, and construction of
check dams have shown a massive

spokesperson said
groundwater exploitation had inten-
sified with the spread of hand pumps
across the state. “Even now, while
piped water is being provided to dis-
tricts where supply is low, around 27
lakh hand pumps are in operation in
UB" he added.

“UP has a large area where
groundwater is available in abun-
dance, easily accessible and of good
quality But there are some regions
which face issues related to the qual-
ity of groundwater, especially the
presence of arsenie and fluoride.
Bundelkhand and Vindhya regions
havehilly terrain where the availabil-
ity of groundwater is neither gpod
nor perennial. This is the reason why
the Har Ghar Nal Scheme started
with this region,” he said. .
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Sikkimto ban
packed mineral
water next

Lonitd L Vgt

. o £, ‘:":!"'
K . b ‘Ff.‘%—ﬁ: :
- . s BEL

Effective from January 1,2022,
Sikkim will not allow packaged
mineral waterin its territory.
Sikkim Chief Minister, PS Tamang
said that after the ban, peoplein
the Himalayan state will replace
packaged water bottles with
natural resources. Certain parts,
such as Lachen in North Sikkim,
have already implemented it.
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Andhra Pradesh’s request to
divert river water is untenable

Telangana urges Tungabhadra Board to take action

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Telangana has termed And-
hra Pradesh’s request to div-
ert an additional 2 tmc ft of
water from the Tungabhadra
dam to the TBP-Right Bank
High Level Canal (HLC) as
“untenable and against the
Krishna Water Disputes Tri-
bunal-I award”, and that it
would be detrimental to the
requirements of the Rajoli-
banda Diversion Scheme
(RDS) already getting deficit
flows. In a letter addressed to
the Secretary of Tungabha-
dra Board, Engineer-in-Chief
(General-Irrigation) of Telan-
gana C. Muralidhar on Tues-
day said the utilisation of
Krishna water for the Kur-
nool-Cuddapah canal from
the Srisailam reservoir by
Andhra Pradesh for the diver-
sion of another 2 tmc ft. wa-
ter to HLC from Tungabhadra

dam, in addition to the 2 tmc
ft. water already being divert-
ed, is not agreeable to Telan-
gana till the RDS gets its quo-
ta. Against the allocation of
15.9 tmc ft. water to RDS (Te-
langana), the maximum vol-
ume of water reaching the
ayacut in Jogulamba-Gadwal
district is not going beyond
5-6 tmc ft even in the best
case scenario, although And-
hra Pradesh has been draw-
ing water indiscriminately
from Srisailam without any
allocations and approvals.

Restrictions imposed

The ENC pointed out that
KWDT-I had imposed restric-
tions on Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka on the utilisation
of water in Tungabhadra Sub-
Basin and held that the Tun-
gabhadra river shall contri-
bute substantial flows to the
main stream of the Krishna

river for utilisation of down-
stream projects. Contrary to
the view of KWDT-I, Andhra
Pradesh had been using Tun-
gabhadra river flows and reg-
ulated releases from Tungab-
hadra dam to KC Canal.

Andhra Pradesh was also
drawing water to the KC canal
from three unauthorised
sources — from the escape
channel at Banakacherla
cross regulator, from the Mu-
chumarri lift scheme and
from Malyala pumping sta-
tion, all drawing water from
Srisailam — and diverting reg-
ulated releases meant for the
KC canal to HLC from the
Tungabhadra dam. The ENC
requested the Board Secre-
tary to complete modernisa-
tion works at the earliest so
that Telangana is allowed the
required flows for utilisation
of allocated water for the RDS
canal.

6226



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE 6227
1/73094/2021

Rajasthan Patrika- 06- October-2021

s T
SR 1 A o1|o|—| ENER ‘s’rﬁqa I TS! ThHardl
s e e R

U ATHIVT T/ dh ot e B B TR i S 3 <ol 5 el W 7 R W E

qgmqaﬁaﬁ TF I F 8 TP 28 T ofel e MU S ded A e 25 HEN & & Srerfh
T qftErl (43.07) W1 2024 o6 Yol AT ORER  Haerd | T & e § 5
ufsrem =l 396 W 0 T| AR 0 0 % ER 9 o g UF UEEE RIS Y e 3 &
patrika.com FIE T e YE BT % oy &l aifle & @ JiBB1 IR B foran &1

T2 faoelt. i Aewie gl YU AT HE 15 REndA AR onl olee] SEEa 3 Y SR Bl 96
T &1 S S HYE FTE 2019 H el SiOH  UEEl oS &1 SR dal &1 61 Sl ol e & e
R el et A R 3 = forer=y =it =reom =7 off feden- shsea e, A, 2022 T W ER T

3
Hheral e g w9 # vee FE 24 @ Wadl (17 36 o oie ol Bem &l gar &1 e v o, @it
Ao FacafFmdice Faesam A T g wED #3186 W ¥ 99 S asdi b O Beew e 59 Suat & el o
Sed A g el SR UM EEE A S A TAd FAewH O UH w1 U e | e e 90 B AT 5 feran &1
T S 3 ohg W Wevli O U8 & | U o ol T, 1@ 9



