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Only 7 of 24 Delhi drains
trapping sewage: CPCB
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letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Sewage is trapped
and diverted in only seven out
of the 24 major drains in Delhi,
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) has said, adding
that effluents continue to enter
the Yamuna from the remain-
ing drains.

The central pollution board
also said that only two of the
36 sewage treatment plants
(STPs) that it had monitored
were found complying with the
norms that was laid down,
adding that a deterioration in
water quality beyond Wazira-
bad was due to a lack of fresh
water reaching the river.

CPCB made the observations
in a report dated December 6
submitted to the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).

Delhi has missed multiple
deadlines over the years to trap
its drains and connect them to
STPs.

The government did not
respond to HT’s query on the
report.

On October 17, NGT had
directed CPCB to submit a
detailed report before it on sta-

THE POLLUTION
BODY ALSO SAID
THAT ONLY TWO OF
THE 36 SEWAGE
TREATMENT
PLANTS IT HAD
MONITORED WERE
FOUND COMPLYING
WITH NORMS

tus of the Yamuna clean-up,
and on how sewage treatment
plants were faring, as part of
the case Nizamuddin West
Association Vs Union of India
& Ors.

In its report, CPCB said the
seven drains that trapped sew-
age and were connected to
STPs were the Sweeper Colony
drain, Magazine drain, Khyber
Pass drain, Metcalf drain,
Tonga Stand drain, Civil Mill
drain, and Sarita Vihar drain.
Two drains — Old Agra canal
and Drain No 14 — did not have
any sewage flowing.

“In six drains, namely Sonia
Vihar drain, ISBT drain, Delhi
Gate Drain, Sen Nursing Home
drain, Barapullah drain and
Maharani Bagh drain, the work

for interception and diversion
of sewage is under progress. In
three major drains, namely
Najafgarh, Supplementary, and
Shahdara drains, work of inter-
ception of sub-drains is also
under process,” it said, adding
that the reason behind a pol-
luted Yamuna was this sewage
ending up in the river.

“During the month of April
to June 2023, of the 36 STPs
monitored by CPCB in Delhi,
only two — Coronation pillar-IV
and Nilothi Phase-II were
observed complying with
norms...” the report said.

Experts said the sooner these
drains are trapped, the sooner
Delhi can see visible improve-
ments in water quality.

“Until sewage continues to
flow in, we cannot expect much
of a change. We have already
seen several deadlines being
passed over the years. It is also
important for the river to have
an environmental flow which
naturally sustains the river and
cleanses it, which is currently
lacking.” said Bhim Singh
Rawat, a Yamuna activist, and
member of the South Asia Net-
work on Dams, Rivers and Peo-
ple (SANDRP).
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Most locations along Yamuna fail
to meet water quality standards;
Palla, Wazirabad two exceptions

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER7

MOST LOCATIONS along the
Yamuna in Delhi still fail to meet
water quality standards, 11
months after a high-level com-
mittee was constituted by the
National Green Tribunal to look
into the rejuvenation of the river.

According to data submitted
by the Central Pollution Control
Board to the NGT, out of seven lo-
cations along the Delhi stretch of
theriver,water quality atonly two
locations (Palla and Wazirabad,
nearwheretheriverenters Delhi)
meetwater quality criteria for out-
door bathing,

Dissolved oxygen — which is
the quantity of oxygen dissolved
in water, allowing the survival of
aquaticlife —is nil at four locations
downstream of Wazirabad, there-
portsubmitted by the CPCB noted.
“The reasons for deterioration of
water quality of river Yamuna
downstream of Wazirabad is due
to non-availability of fresh water
and discharge of partially treated
wastewater from 18 drains into
river Yamuna,” it added.

In October, while hearing a
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Of the 24 drains in Delhiidentified to be discharging
wastewater into the river, seven have been tapped, meaning
they carry their water to a treatment facility, says report. File

matter concerning pollution in
the river, the NGT had asked the
CPCBtoverifythefactsand figures
disclosed in the reports placed on
record by the states and authori-
ties,and “filea comprehensive re-
portreflecting correct position.”

Ofthe 24 drains in Delhiiden-
tified to be discharging waste-
water into the river, seven have
been tapped, which means that
they carry their water to a treat-
ment facility, so far, according to
the report.

As for three of the city’s large
drains, the Najafgarh drain, the
Supplementary drain and the

Shahdara drain, work on inter-
cepting the sub-drains that meet
them is underway, as per the re-
port. Compared to data from the
Delhi  Pollution  Control
Committee (DPCC)on water qual-
ity of the Yamuna in October last
year, biochemical oxygendemand
(BOD), which is the oxygen
needed for organic waste to de-
compose, is lower at all seven lo-
cations this October. AtITO, forin-
stance, the BOD in October last
yearwas 53 mg/litre, according to
the DPCCwhile itwas 31 mgjlitre
in October this year, as per the
CPCB'sreport.
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Groundwater alarm

Ignoring overexploitation is fraught with risks

DIA is the world’s largest user of groundwater,
exceeding the combined consumption of the US
and China. Around 90 per cent of groundwater
withdrawal is used for agriculture as surface water
: ources are insufficient. Some areas in the Indo-
Gangetic basin have already passed the groundwater

depletion tipping point, according to a newreport by the

United Nations. Environmental tipping points are criti-
cal thresholds beyond which ecosystems experience
abrupt and often irreversible changes. The entire north-
western region of the country is predicted to experience
critically low groundwater availability by 2025. A study
by a US university has warned that the rate of ground-
water depletion in India could triple by 2080 if farmers
continue to draw it at the current rate.

The findings on Punjab in a report of the Central
Ground Water Board would not come as a surprise. It
has categorised 114 of the 150 assessed blocks as over-
exploited, three as critical and 13 as semi-critical. Only
20 are safe. The state has a whopping 13.94 lakh tube-
wells and Punjab State Power Corporation Limited data
suggests that the majority of these are located in dis-
tricts with an overexploited water table. In Sangrur and
Malerkotla, the extraction of groundwater is 164 per
cent more than the recharge. Losing access to water
poses a risk to the entire food produetion system, with
- global implications. The paddy-wheat cropping system
is the main contributor to severe groundwater deple-
tion, and there are limits to which irrigation efficiency
can address the situation. Water-guzzling crops are sim-
ply unsustainable in the long run. Ignoring or resisting -
change is self-defeating.

Another alarming revelation is the detection of
arsenic and fluoride in groundwater beyond the
permissible limits for human consumption in var-
ious states. The contamination of groundwater
needs to be dealt with urgently.
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Discharge of partially treated
wastewater adds to river woes

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A report by Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
has shown that the non-avai-
lability of freshwater and the
discharge of partially treated
wastewater from 18 drains in-
to the Yamuna are the rea-
sons for deterioration of its
water quality downstream of
Wazirabad.

The report, submitted to
National Green Tribunal, sa-
id the water quality was poor
in the Asgarpur-Hasanpur
stretch in Haryana due to dis-
charge of wastewater from
Faridabad and Palwal. Waste-
water from Ghaziabad, Noida
and Greater Noida was im-
pacting the water quality.

CPCB, which collected the
water samples, told National
Green Tribunal that of the 22
drains in Delhi, seven are fo-
und tapped and only four dra-
ins — Khyber Pass drain, Met-
calf drain, Drain Number 4
and Barapulla drain — were
observedtobecomplyingwith
the general standards for dis-
charge of environmental pol-
lutants into the inland water
surface under Schedule-VI of
the Environment (Protection)
Rules, 1986.

“Of the eight STPs moni-
tored in Delhi, three—Kondli
Phase-II, Kondli Phase-IV
and Nilothi Phase-1 — were
seen to be complying with
norms of thetribunal. Of the-
seeight STPs, two were obser-

Early morning smog at Yamuna Ghat in Delhi on Sunday

Tarun Rawat

ved to be complyingto thedis-
charge standards for bacte-
riological parameterssuchas
fecal coliform,” the report sa-
id. These were Kondli Phase-I
and Pappankalan Phase-II
STPs, monitored in Delhi.

The report added that of
the 33 STPs monitored in Ha-
ryana, six — Dhanwapur-II
(68 MLD); Badshapur in Fari-
dabad (30 MLD), Sewah Road
Phase-I, Sewah Road Phase-
II, Jattal Road Phase-I and
Jattal Road Phase-II — were
seen to be complying to all
norms. Of these 33 STPs, 11
were observed as complying
with the discharge standards
for fecal coliform.

In Uttar Pradesh, of the 10
STPs that were monitored,
the Morty Rajnagar Exten-
sion STP was seen to be comp-
lying with discharge stan-
dardson physicochemical pa-
rameters, such as pH, bioche-

mical oxygen demand (BOD),
suspended solids, chemical
oxvgen demand, ammoniacal
nitrogen and phosphorous.
Of the 10 UP STPs, two were
complying to the discharge
standards for fecal coliform,
thereportsaid.

“The water quality data
for Yamuna for the Delhi
stretch depicts that out of se-
ven locations, only two at Pal-
la and Wazirabad meet the
primary water quality crite-
ria for outdoor bathing, noti-
fied under the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986,” the
report said.

Downstream of Wazira-
bad, “the water quality dete-
riorates”. The dissolved oxy-
gen is nil at four spots. At
ISBT, ITO, Nizamuddin, Okh-
la U/S and Asgarpur, there is
non-compliance on BOD, fe-
cal coliform and fecal strepto-
cocci, thereport added.
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