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In MGNREGA plan, govt
focus on water conservation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 31

INVIEW of its ambitious target to provide
tapwater connections to all rural house-
holds by 2024, the government will now
focus on source sustainability through
river rejuvenation and water harvesting
works under the MGNREGA scheme.

Fal The Ministry of Rural -

Development has asked states to
focus on works related to water
conservation while preparing the

MGNREGA labour budget for the

2020-21 financial year.

Issuing guidelines for planning
works and preparation of labour
budget under the MGNREGA, the
ministry has said there should be
a“special focus on water harvest-
ing and water conservation, in-
cluding river rejuvenation”.

: According to sources,
special emphasis will be
laid on water conserva-
tionin2,129identified ru-
ral blocks, 1,593 of which
are water-stressed. In
such blocks, the maxi-
mum amount of labour
budget will be spent on
management of natural
resources, including wa-
ter conservation.

Water conservation
works will be taken up in
the convergence with
central government-
funded schemes such as

EXPLAINED

achieve goals

jE‘f-].:/

@
Moveto

DEPENDING ON objectives of
the government of the day,
MGNREGA, over the years, has
seen convergence with the sev-
eral schemes such as rural hous-
ing and sanitation. The focus on
work related to natural resource
management, particularly water
conservation and river rejuve-
nation, is in the same direction.
As the government is preparing
to provide the tapwater connec-
tions to all rural households,
there is again a need for MGN-
REGA convergence with an em-
phasis on water harvesting to
ensure source sustainability.

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
and Integrated Watershed Management
Programme. Apart from water conser-
vation works under MGNREGA, activi-
ties related to solid liquid waste manage-
ment and upgradation of Grameen
Haats (village markets)will also be taken
up during the 2020-21 financial year.
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Afterlife of Lunch )
Not Free Either ¢

Thatthe Supreme Court of Indiahas had toorder the Delhi go-
vernmentlevysewerage chargeson all householdsin the Nati-
onal Capital Territory testifies to the low priority sewage tre-
atment is accorded across states. Lakes that go up in flames in
Bengaluruy, fish that choke to death in the oxygen-starved wa-
ters of Delhi’s Yamuna and pollution across the country’s net-
work of rivers call out for urgent steps to institute treatment
of sewage and industrial effluents. Treating urban liquid
waste is essential for public health and conserving water; and
it can generate revenue for local governments as well. Nomin-
aluserchargesare: inescapable in thisbattle againstpollution
and water stress.

s Amere2% of our urban areas have both
sewerage systems and sewage treatment
plants; much of the sewage issimply drai-
ned into adjoining water bodies like the
Yamuna. Between 2011 and 2017, the aver-
age sewage generated in ClassIand Class
1I cities increased from 40,715 million lit-
resper day (MLD)t0 75,020 MLD. And, yet,
thenation’s sewagetreatment capacity hasonly increased from
11,787 MLLD in 2009 to just over 26,066 MLD in 2018 (as of July),
notall of itfunctional. So, barely a third of the sewage genera-
ted gets treated. The figure needs torise, and fast.

The Supreme Court stricture on sewage charges has come in
a case filed back in 2015. There.is clearly a huge investment
backlog insewage treatment, and the way ahead isto duly step
upresourceallocation torevamp sewer networks and boost pi-
ped water supply. Reports say that almost a fifth of the house-
holds in Delhi lack proper drainage. One research report esti-
mated the short-term investment requirement for sewerage
projects nationally at a tidy $4.5 billion. Sewerage charges
must not be sacrificed at the altar of populism.

QOO aolan
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759 people. nov .
where 100 ﬁs ermen have sought refuge

SPECIAL commsp@mm . from Vadakara are feared
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  stranded in the sea oﬁ' Ezhi-
The Lakshadweep lslands' ,smala ,
and, to a relatively lesserex-  In Thrissur, a ﬁshmg boat, ./
tent, the coastal districts of ~ which ventured into the sea
Kerala on Thursday bore the ~ from Chettuva, was found
brunt of Cyclone Maha, destroyed off Ponnani. While
which continues to cut a fu-  six fishermen were rescued,
rious sWathe across the Ara-  one person is missing.
bian Sea. . Around 100 people in Chella-

‘As many as 'X@ people nmnandVypeenmEmaku-
were evacuated to sheltersin ~ lam district have been shift-
Lakshadweep whgre Bitra, ed to relief camps opened by
Chetlat, Kiltan and Kadmat the district administration
islands remamed the worst-  since the early hours of
hit. Nmeﬁshingboatswith,'l‘hursday. Rl ;
around 100 fishermen from According to the Kerala
Kerala and Tamil Nadu have State Disaster Management
sought refuge in the islands. Authority 2,060 people (670

In Kerala, several districts ~ families) have been movedto
reported heavy rainfall on 20 camps in the districts of
Thursday. Four fishermen Thiruvananthapuram (1),
sustained minor injuries in  Alappuzha (2), Ernakulam
Kasaragod after their boats  (7), Thrissur (4), ‘Palakkad
collided with a breakwater at  (2), Malappuram (3) and Koz-
Azhithala near Nileswaram. e (1). One death has
All four have been rescued. be(en reported, while eight
In Kozhikode, two fishermen  are missing in Thrissur.

Ut

Gl iad sEmy i £ Bt Vs b A%
 Protective gear: A person standing on geotextile bags placed along the coast of Chellanamr | . =THULASIK
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Drought and dams strangle
the mighty Mekong

ihe once-mighty Mekong river has been reduced toa thin, grubby neck
VIETNAM of water In stretches of northern Thalland — record lows blamed on
drought and a recently completed dam far upstream

e
CAMBODIA

INDIA LADS

~millions of people along its banks
through fishing and agriculture

n : THIRST FOR POWER
Problems Dok o _ ' " INJULY, the dam operator
LOWEST IN 3 DECADES | | | denied tests on the structure
o Th .I Py that were responsible for the
: ai-owned Xayaburl  river drying up downstream In
WIDTH DECREASES 30 Years : hydro-electric power northeastern Thailand
Along parts of Thailand's plant wentinto |
northeastern border at Loel, the The Mekong River Commission | operation this week in
kilometre-wide river has (MRC), a body governing regional | Laos after yearsof |
shrivelled to a few dozen metres water diplomacy, sald the water | ‘warnings over the | -l 285 mW
levels from June to October are the potentlal impact on fish '
e lowest in nearly 30 years | flow, sediment and water | Xayaburi dam was built by
levels on a river which CKPower, which went ahead

FISHERMEN IN TROUBLE with construction despite
protests in Thailand

Fishermen blamea combination
of this year's weak monsoon and B
the Xayaburl dam :

3]

LAOS SEARCH FOR
ELECTRICITY

Landlocked and impoverished
Laos has set its sights on
becoming “the battery of Asla"

30

operating hydro plants and 46
more under construction on key
tributaries of the Mekong in
Laos, according to figures
provided by
International Rivers

feeds tens of millions

DG b ¢ T I

= b . r
+ 8 . < e 4

e B . R A
Aerial photo shows Mekong River in Pak Chom district in the northeastern Thai province of Loei | AfP
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Teesta and the Test

"Begum Hasina’s scheduled one-day visit to
Kolkata on 22 November to watch the first
] Day-Night India-Bangladesh Test match is an
exciting news-break on this side of the border. Yet it
is hard not to wonder if it was really necessary for
the Bangladesh Prime Minister to impart a “Ben-
gali spin” on bilateral diplomacy. As she told a press
conference in Dhaka on Tuesday, “I am coming only
because of an invite from a Bengali,” pre-eminently
Sourav Ganguly, an “exceptional cricketer” and
president of the BCCL Ethnicity can on occasion
be as quirky as diplomacy. The game of cricket
knows no ethnic commonality in the wider canvas.
Nor for that matter does the flow of the Teesta. Ergo,
there is no call for the current speculation in
Bangladesh that the sharing of the river water might
be broached during Hasina's day-out at the Eden
ardens. That speculation stems from Sourav’s invi-
tation to Narendra Modi and Mamata Banerjeg to
attend the match in the company of Hasina. While
the Prime Minister and Chief Minister are yet to
respond, the current conjecture in Dhaka centres .
around whether the concert of three worthies at the
Club House will try to resolve the thorny issue “on
. the sidelines” of the match. This is presumptuous.
The three leaders represent three different perspec-
tives on the Teesta. While Hasina has clamoured fo
water-sharing, Mamata has equally consistentl
been against it. Mr Modi is mildly agreeable. Right
ly has the Bangladesh Prime Minister stressed tha
the Test match and Teesta must be “decoupled”,
acutely aware as she is that one ought not to take
precedence over the other on the occasion, verily
historic. This isn't the first time that the Bangladesh
Prime Minister’s visit to India has raised expecta-
tions of forward movement on the Teesta. It has
been an emotive issue across the border ever since
the then Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh’s plan
to conclude a deal hit the reefs with the Bengal chief
minister’s decision to be a no-show at the check-in
counter. On Tuesday, Hasina greeted the query on
‘whether any meeting on the Teesta had been sched-
uled in parallel to the Test match with an uncharac-
teristically sharp retort ~ “I am not going at the invi-
tation of India’s Prime Minister or West Bengal’s
/ chief minister,” she said. And then highlighting the
common strand ~ “A Bengali has invited another
Bengali for a cricket match. Why are you mixing
Teesta and the Test?” :

The Bangladesh Prime Minister has been
remarkably pragmatic on an emotive issue for the
nationalist constituency in her country. She has
articulated her stand barely three weeks after she
visited Delhi, and returned home with nothing to
show on Teesta. On the contrary, she is agreeable to
India drawing water from the Feni river for a drink-

.ing water project in Tripura ~ a concession that has
been stoutly opposed in Bangladesh. =~ —
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The “failure” of the Punjab
Pollution Control Board
(PPCB) in curbing stubble
burning has deteriorated air
quality in the state, so much
so that it has earned the
wrath of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT). This is not
all. The PPCB has also failed
to act tough against water-
polluting industries and
Municipal Corporations.
Noted environmentalist
Balbir Singh Seechewal says,
“Industrialists are the major
fundraisers for political par-
ties during elections, while
| farmers are a big vote bank.
| We are not against the indus-
try or farmers. We are for
implementing environmen-
tal laws. But the problem is
PPCB field officers and sen-
iors are in cahoots with the
industry-farmer nexus. This
has to stop. The PPCB needs
| to act now.”

| Poor air quality
' The PPCB passes the buck
when it comes to stubble

burning. It says the onus is
on the district administra-
tions to check the menace.
On Wednesday, the state
recorded the highest number
(3,135) of stubble burning
incidents this harvesting sea-
son, as per the data of the
Punjab Remote Sensing Cen-
tre. With this, the total num-
ber of farm fires has reached
19,869 so far. The state’s air
quality index was 292, which
falls in the “poor” bracket.

Karunesh Garg, PPCB
member secretary, says: “We
are monitoring the situation.
The responsibility to fine or
arrest farmers accused of
burning stubble is with
Deputy Commissioners.”

To a query that why the
PPCB was waiting for the gov-
ernment nod to act against
erring farmers even through it
was an independent body, he
said the board had forwarded
some recommendations to
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‘TAKE TOUGH KCT 10N’

Industrialistsare the
major fundraisers for
political parties during
elections, while fanners
are a big vote bank. PPCB
field officers and seniors
are in cahoots with the
industry-farmer nexus. This
has to stop. The PPCB needs
toactatthe earliest.

Balbir Singh Seechewal, EFENVRONMENTALST

>>0n October 30§the High
Court had orderexﬁo shut
tanneries in Ja|an§har

the government and, soon,
strict action would be taken
against farmers.

Jalandhar tanneries

The Supreme Court had, on
February 22, 2017, fixed a
threeemonth deadline for
industrial units across the
country to establish effluent
treatment plants (ETP), fail-
ing which they would not be
allowed to operate. The PPCB
had issued notices in that

regard, but the industry and
Municipal Corporations did
not adhere to the direction.
On Wednesday, the Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court ordered shutting
down of all tamneries in
Jalandhar’s le:ﬁher com-
plex till further gtrders
“The issue concerning
Jalandhar tanneries is an
internal tussle among indus-
tries. The PPCB i§ only a reg-
ulator,” a PPCB official says.

Air, water pollutiononri , PCB fails to act

Save Ghaggar: NGT

In September, a monitor-
ing panel constituted by
the National Green Tri-
bunal to check pollution in
the Ghaggar questioned
the working of the PPCB.
The Justice Pritam Pal-
headed panel directed the
PPCB to slap a fine of 350
lakh each as “environmen-
tal compensation” on four
Patiala-based industries.

In the executive commit-
tee report submitted to the
NGT on September 30, the
panel also rapped the Pun-
jab Pollution Control Board
on the manner of its inspec-
tion of such industries.

The panel further found
that 30 towns had been iden-
tified directly or indirectly
discharging sewage into the
Ghaggar, and recommended
installation of sewage-treat-
ment plants (STPs).

“The NGT orders
expresses tribunal’s point
of view and I cannot com-
ment on it. The board regu-
larly monitors industries,”
PPCB member secretary
Garg says.
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The Economic Times (New Delhi)
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