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Rain to bring relief, but second
pollutlon spike at cusp of 2020

The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)
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New Delhi: Delhi’s overall
Air Quality Index (AQI) was
recorded at 343 (very poor) on
Monday — an improvement
from Sunday’s reading of 391
(very poor). It is expected to
improve further in the co-
ming days with wind speed
pickingup, followed by a spell
of light rain, which has been
forecast by the IMD for De-
cember12and13.

However, this relief could
be short-lived, with Delhi
likely to see the second
pollution spike of the season
between December 31 and Ja-
nuary 6, according to Delhi’s
annual pollution data analy-
sed in the last 15 years by IIT
Delhi experts.

“During the second pollu-
tionspike episode, low tempe-
ratures,alow boundary layer
and fog are all factors which
lead to a spike in pollution le-
vels,” said Sagnik Dey; associ-
ate professor at IIT Delhi and
coordinator at the Centre for
Excellence for Research for
Clean Air (CERCA).

In the first pollution
spike period of the season,
the average PM 2.5 levels can
reach close to 500 micro-
grams per cubic metre. In
comparison, the second pol-
lution spike of the season
touches levels of around
350 micrograms per cubic
metre, data showed. The air
quality  touches  ‘severe
plus’ levels when it crosses

File photo

First peak
(Oct 29-Nov 4)

Delhi is likefy to see temporary

relief on both December 12 and 13
with light rain forecast by the IMD.
However, the relief will be short-lived

%

300 micrograms per cublc
metre for PM 2.5.

Kuldeep Srivastava, a sci-
entist at IMD, said a western
disturbance will start influ-
encing Delhi around Decem-
ber 12, leading to a spell of
light rain both on December

.12 and 13. This spell of rain
will be accompanied by wind
speeds ranging from 25-30
km/hr. However, Srivastava
said that this will be followed
by a drop in temperature and
a return of fog from Decem-
ber 14 onwards.

“Pollutlon

levels will

drop because of both the
rain and good wind speed,
but we can expect deteriora-
tion from December 14 again

A HAZY PICTURE, SEASON 2

15-year annual data shows
Delhi witnesses Mpolmlon
spikes in

Second peak
(Dec 31-Jan 6)

The second pollution spike
is likely to begin from the end
of next week, peaking between
December 31 and January 6

as moderate to dense fog is
likely toreturn. s

Temperatures will also
start dropping in the region
and the minimum will once
again fall below 10 degrees,”
said Srivastava.

Delhi’s minimum tempe-
rature on Monday was -
recorded at 7.7 degrees Celsi-
us. However, the Met fore--
casts this to rise to 12 degrees
Celsius by December 12. “Af-
tertherains, it will startdrop-
ping again and could touch 9
degrees by December 15,” sa-
id an official.
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'Snow, rain likely to hit

north India this week
SNOW IN HILLS, CHILL IN PLAINS

» 1st major snow spell in
December that’s likely to

heavy falls at isolated
spots. Most places at

ﬂw

> Punjab, Haryana & o] -

Delhi-NCR may get wet

impact all 3 northern hill weather at many pla_ces_
states/UT this week rvi;h heavz It"all'll V\;Ith
> Rain/snow likely at =%  lightning & hail a
most places in J&K, g ’ isolated spots
Himachal, Uttarakhand » Day

on Dec 12 & 13, with temperatures to

drop in plains from
Thursday, fog likely

elevations of 2,000m or at many places from
more may get snow Saturday
Amit.Bhattacharya plams mcludmg De]hl NCR,

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Snow chasers plan-
ning a trip to the hills this week-
end could well be in for a treat.
December’s first major snow
spell is expected this week, par-
ticularly on Thursday and Fri-
day, in all the threenorthern hill
states and UT, with widespread
snowfall likely at elevations
over 2000m, along with rain and
hailstorms in the northern

the met department said.
Maximum temperaturesare
set to fall across the northern
plains from Wednesday/Thurs-
day, leading tomore chilly days.
The cause of the wet spell is
a western disturbance, which
is a pulse of moist and cool
winds originating from the
Mediterranean region that
brings rain/snow into north
India in winters.
Fullreporton www.toi.in

TNOIAN EXPRESS - [0. /8. .;70/7
Centre begins training States on -
piped water quality standard %

Ministry yet to respond onB

IS draft quality control order

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards is preparing the
ground for enforcement of
piped water -quality stan-
dards with a workshop for
State officials. However, it is
not yet clear whether the
Centre’s own flagship mis-
sion to provide piped water
to all households by 2024
will implement the BIS
standard.

Providing safe drinking
water to the common public
is a primary requirement for
ensuring health, Consumer
Affairs Minister Ram Vilas

. Paswan said on Monday.

He was speaking at a

workshop organised by BIS

to disseminate information
about the requirements of IS
10500:2012, the quality
standard.” States were in-
formed about the certifica-
tion schemes and testing fa-
cilities required for
compliance with it.

Unlike the BIS standard
for bottled water, which is
mostly produced by private
companies, the standard for
piped water — largely sup-
plied by government agen-
cies — is not yet mandatory.

Mr. Paswan emphasised
that the Central government
and BIS were ready to take
all steps and provide hand-
holding support to the State
governments and various
agencies. However, interact-

ing with journalists after his

inaugural speech, he admit-

ted that there has been no

response as yet from the Un-
ion Jal Shakti Ministry with
regards to a draft quality
control order. to make the
piped water standard
mandatory.

Senior Ministry officials
and spokespersons failed to
respond to The Hindu’s qu-
eries on the draft quality
control-order, and its adop-
tion by the Jal Jeevan

Mission.

Jal Shakti is the nodal Mi-
nistry for the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion to provide functional

household tap connections _

to 14.6 crore rural house-
holds by 2024.
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