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Hyderabad flooded
after heavy rain

Hyderabad: Several low-
lying areas in Hyderabad
witnessed inundation on
Saturday following heavy
rain in the city. Lingojiguda
ward office at Sarcornagar
in the city received 131.5 mm
of rainfall, while downpour
was also recorded in a num-
ber of other locations here
during 0830 hours on Friday
to 0600 hours on Saturday,
according to the data of
Telangana State Development
Planning Society. Rainwater
entered homes in different
residential colonies at Hayat
MNagar, where some residents
complained that their house-
hold items were washed
away. A man fell in a drainage
along with his bike at
Chintalkunta late on Friday
night and rescue and relief
personnel made efforts to
trace him. The man, however,
reached home safely. Many
two-wheelers parked at a cin-
ema theatre were damaged
Friday night after a wall col-
lapsed on them. — PT/
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Seminar on “climate-resilient
agriculture’ held in Nilgiris dt

B. RAVICHANDRAN | DC
OOTY, OCT 9

The Indian Institute of
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion and Research Centre
(IISWC) here organised a
farmer-scientist interac-
tion on “Climate-resilient
agriculture and organic
farming", under ‘Mera
Gaon Mera Gaurav pro-
gramme”, at Madithorai
village near here recently.

S. Shibhila Mary, deputy
director of horticulture in
Nilgiris, in her inaugural
address stressed the need
for organic farming for
climate-resilient agricul-
ture. She spoke about the
need to protect soil quali-
ty through the application
of organic manures as soil
health is paramount for
good productivity.

Dr. K. Kannan, head of
IISWC here, emphasised
the need for utilising gov-
ernment schemes and
urged the farmers to take
maximum benefit out of
it

Dr. P. Raja, principal sci-
entist at IISWC here, dealt
in length on the effects of
climate change and global
warming and how it
impacts crop manage-
ment, soil and water con-

servation. He pointed that
extremities in the weather
and rainfall pattern, flood-
ing are found to be
impacts of climate change
in the recent era. Sothe
proper approach to miti-
gate the adverse effects of
climate change and global
warming is to look at the
avenues for climate-
resilient agriculture that
would help plan agricul-
ture sustainability by
wise use of existing natu-
ral resources, crop and
livestock production sys-
tems to achieve good farm
productivity and farm
sustainability and income
in the midst of variability
of climate in specific
regions. .

Scientist Dr.S.M. Van-
itha explained the impor-
tance of conservation ag-
riculture for improving
farming income. Dr. P.
Sundarambal, principal
scientist, Dr.Sudheer
Kumar Anneppu, scientist
of the IISWC also spoke.

As a part of the pro-
gramme, grass varieties
hybrid napier were dis-
tributed to interested
farmers and a field
demonstration was also
conducted for grass culti-
vation.
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Small rivers
in much of
the country
are facingan
unfortunate
end. Initially,
they
degrade

into a big
drainand
gradually die
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A river's

birthday
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-

Why not celebrate it, if it leads
toits conservation?

Atul Kanakk

ivers gave birth to civilisa-
tion. But their birthdays
are unknown and seldom
celebrated. Those such as
the Ganga are exceptions,
as mythological tales speak about
their appearance on earth. People
residing by a small river, the Thapa-
na, in Haryana celebrate the last
Sunday of September as its birthday.

Though COVID-19 has affected the
grandeur of the celebration, people
visit the river with great faith.

The Thapana is a 15 km tributary
of the Yamuna. It's a low-flow river.
Small rivers in much of the country
are facing an unfortunate end. Igno-
rance of responsible people initially
converts them into a big drain and
gradually they die. The Thapana was
also moving in that direction. But pe-
ople came to its rescue in 2012,
when a  drought created
apprehensions.

At that hard time, farmers were
asked to fetch water from only those
points of the riverbed which were
deeper and had sufficient water so
that fish and other creatures in the
shallow regions could be saved. The
farmers agreed, considering that

saving a life is a holy deed. They also
wanted to contribute a little to save it
as rivers are highly revered in India.
It’s believed that the Thapana flows
underground for a short stretch to
nurture crops.

The river was rescued that year. A
team of volunteers associated with
the Yamuna Jiyo Abhiyaan (Live Ya-
muna Movement) came forward to
help the people. Two committees of
friends of river (Nadi Mitra Mandala)
were constituted to save the river
and to create awareness. These vo-
lunteers trained 500 workers from
nearby villages to prevent its pollu-
tion and to plant saplings on its
banks.

When the matter reached the
Thames River Trust of London, it al-
s0 came to help the people. Initia-
tives were made to increase the peo-
ple’s association with the river. It
worked and the Thapana was saved.

An inspiration

This tale may work as an inspiration
for all concerned about the condi-
tion of small rivers. Unplanned deve-
lopment, irresponsible attitude of
authorities and the greed of the land
mafia have destroyed several small
rivers across the country, which has
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a rich tradition of worshipping riv-
ers. Even mighty rivers are shedding
tears over their condition.

The Chambal river is mentioned
in several ancient texts. The mytho-
logical King Rantideo had his king-
dom by the river. Kalidasa gave it the
epithet of Rantidevasya Kirtim, or
flagbearer of the glory of King Ranti-
deo, in his most celebrated work
Meghdootam. The Chambal is also
addressed as Sadaa Salila (a river
which always has a great flow) in an-
cient literature. But today, it’s strug-
gling for its existence at several
points during its journey between
Mhow in Madhya Pradesh and Eta-
wah in Uttar Pradesh, where it joins
the Yamuna.

Arecent survey found that the le-
vel of pollution at several points is so
high that drinking its water is unsafe.
If this is the tale of a Sadaa Salila riv-
er, the plight of low-flow rivers may
be imagined.

But where there is a will, there is
a way. The rejuvenation of the Tha-
pana has proved it. The tale of the
Kali Bein has also set an example.
The river has a historic background.
It flows into the confluence of the
Beas and the Sutlej at Harike. It is be-
lieved that Guru Nanak performed
holy bath in this river and wrote
some shabdas on its banks. Some
statements say he even attained en-
lightenment after taking bath in this
river. However, in the wake of the

Green Revolution, it became pro-
gressively polluted. Even it convert-
ed into a drain, when Saint Balbeer
Singh Seechewal noticed its plight
and committed himself to its rejuve-
nation. His efforts succeeded, and
today, the Kali Bein is considered
one of the most holy places of pil-
grimage associated with Sikhism.

Almost 150 years ago, govern-
ments were not responsible for pro-
viding water supply. People had to
arrange water on their own. Though
this system led to several social colli-
sions, to fulfil their personal inter-
ests, people used to be sensitive to-
wards the care and maintenance of
waterbodies. But when water be-
came easily available, it pushed
wells, step wells, lakes, tanks and
even small rivers into a bad shape.
Big buildings have been constructed
on the path of rainwater and this is
the reason that big cities face floods.
Water is essential for life, and rivers
are the big source of it. Small rivers,
or tributaries, help major rivers
maintain their flow throughout the
vear. They should be saved and the
rejuvenation of rivers such as the
Thapana and the Kali Bein shows
that they can be saved by developing
a feeling of belongingness in the
masses. Even celebrating the birth-
day of a river may work in develop-
ing this association.

atulkanak@yahoo.com
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 9 OCTOBER:

he National Green Tri-

bunal, eastern zone

branch, Kolkata has

issued show cause
notices to the centre and the
Odisha government on the
alleged non-compliance of
environmentand social impact
assessment for the Rs 892 crore
worth mega drinking water
projectin Odisha's Kendrapara
district.

Acting ona petition moved
by Kshitish Kumar Singh, a
division bench of NGT com-
prising Justice Amit Sthalekar
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NCT issuesnoticeonKharasrota
drinkingwaterproject

and judicial member Saibal
Dasguptaissued notices return-
able within four weeks by rul-
ingthat ‘thematterrequires con-
sideration’.

“The affidavitfiled before the
tribunal by the Principal Sec-
retary, government of Odisha’s
waterresources tribunal has mis-
led the tribunal as well as the
people. The EIA study in the
megadrinkingwater projectis
not done at all as it had been
earlierstated by the government
agencies' ', the petitioner’s
counsel Anshuman Nayak sub-
mitted before the NGT.

Further, the monitoring
committee for the Bhitarkani-

ka National Park eco-sensitive
zone was constituted without
proper quorum as it had been
envisaged ina 2015 notification
by the Central Government.
The monitoring committee
helditsmeetingon 15Decem-
ber2020in whichit was decid-
ed to goahead with the project
based on the EI A report, the
counsel Nayak said adding that
the government’s posture was
misleading as the project was
carried out despite massive
public protest without proper
EIA.

Theeco-sensitive monitor-
ing committee reported that a
study on Environment and

Social Impact Assessment (ESIA)
was conducted by the Depart-
mentof Civil Engineering, Indi-
an Institute of Technology,
Hyderabad prior to the com-
mencementof the projectwork.
However the IIT panel had
never visited the site and the
studyreport was based on sec-
ondary data only.

It mayberecalled here that
the Rs 892 crore Buxi Jaga-
bandhu Assured Water Supply
to Habitations (BASUDHA)
water project by diverting water
ofKharasrota Riverin Rajkani-
ka block of Kendrapara had
evoked angry protests across
Kendrapara district since past

two months.

Theprojectwill providesafe
drinking water to villages in
Bhadrak district. The project
requires 105 million litre per day
andlessthan4 percent of water
inflowof theriver will be divert-
ed for the mega project, the gov-
ernment officials however claim.

On the other hand, con-
servationists apprehend that
the water level will fall dras-
tically due to the project and
it will adversely affect farm-
ing and ecology of the near-
by Bhitarkanika National Park,
whichishome to the country's
second largest mangrove cover,
he said.
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Corpn clears the way for

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: North Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation carried
out a drive to clear plants
from the dried-up Roshanara
Bagh Lake on Saturday. The
civic body officials said that
this would help Delhi Jal Bo-
ard initiate the establish-
ment of a new sewage treat-
ment plant (STP) for reviving
the lake by the end of the
month. The STP will have the
capacity to generate 6-7 mil-
lion litres daily of treated wa-

— sufficient to fill the
pond and irrigate parks wit-
hin the57-acrelake premises.

A DJB official said, “Whi-
le the tendering process for

the restoration of the lake

has been completed, work co-
uldn’tstarton time due toad-
ministrative reasons. As so-
on as the final budget is app-

roved, we will issue a formal

letter to the contractor selec-
ted to begin work at the site,
possibly by the month-end.”

The official explained,

“We will tap water from the
neighbouring sewer lines and
treat it properly at the plant
before utilising it. As for the
north corporation clearing
the weeds, they do it annually,
astheydid lastyear too.”

The municipal corpora-
tion has also established a Jal
Shakti Kendra where met-
hods of water conservation
and rainwater harvestingare
being displayed through va-
rious mediums for the know-
ledge of the citizens. It will be
inaugurated on Monday.

Horticulture director As-
hish Priyadarshani said the
kendra would help resolve

Lake 2.0
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North DelhiMumctpal COrpomtlon mmed out a drive to clear plants
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from the dried-up Roshanara Bagh Lake on Saturday

people’s queries about rain-
water harvesting systems
and other water related issu-
es. “The initiative is a part of
the Centre’s Jal Shakti Abhi-
yan. We are also exploring
ways in which we can reach
the maximum number of pe-
ople,” Priyadarshani said.
The concessionaire finali-
sed by DJB will be responsib-
lefor the operation and main-
tenance of the estimated Rs
11-crore STP plant for 15 ye-
ars. The Roshanara Bagh la-

te diverted here,”

ke has dried up because
there is no channel for water -
supply. For some time, it was
fed by rainwater and chan-
nels from Najafgarh drain.
“But because of a change in
the slope of the surrounding
area and increased concreti-
sation, it has been dry for a
long time, except in 2012-14,
when a railway underbridge
was constructed nearby and
water from the excavauonsi»’ 3

corporation ofﬁcml;
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