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20 districts have

water-stressed
blocks, says MoS
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CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 9
Minister of State for Jal Shak-
ti Bishweswar Tudu today
said as many as 20 out of 23
districts in Punjab have water-
stressed blocks. He was reply-
ing to a question posed by
SAD MP Sukhbir Singh
Badal during the Lok Sabha
session. The MoS said 256 dis-
tricts in various states had
water-stressed blocks.
Sulkhbir told that more than
80 per cent of groundwater
blocks in Punjab had dried up
“in a bid to provide foodgrain
tothe rest of the country” and
asked about the proposals
that the Centre was working
on to address the issue of sav-
ing water for future needs.
Tudu said as per the assess-
ment of  groundwater
resources by the Central
Ground Water Board (CGWB)
and the state government in
2022, out of 153 blocks in the

state, as any as 117 were over
exploited, four critical and 15
semi-critical. He added that
only 17 blocks had been cate-
gorized as safe.

The assessment report
showed that the annual
ground water extraction forall
uses in the state was 28.02 hil-
lion cubic metres (BCM) and
of this 26.69 BCM was utilised
only for irrigation purpose.

The minister said the Centre
was working on a master plan
to recharge groundwater on
the basis of a report prepared
by the CGWB. He added that
Punjab has 11 lakh rainwater
harvesting and  artificial
recharge structures to har-
ness 1,200 million cubic
metres of rainwater.

Besides setting up the
Directorate of Ground
Water Management, the
Punjab Government has
also engaged Israel-based
firm, Mekorot, to finalise
water conservation.

Meanwhile, SAD MP Har-
simrat Kaur Badal, during
the Budget discussion in
Parliament, today also
raised the water crisis loom-
ing large in Punjab.
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Himachal CM demands enhancing state
share in hydel projects from 12% to 15%

CM informs that around 12,000 MW of hydropower potential is vet to be harnessed in the state

ASHWANI SHARMA

NEW DELHI: Himachal
Pradeshs Congress govern-
ment has put forward a strong
demand before the centre ask-
ing for enhancing the state’s
share in the hydro-power proj-
ects from the existing 12 per
cent to 15 per cent.

The state also has stepped-
up lobbying for getting the
arrears of its 7.19 per cent in
the Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB) in the light of
a Supreme Court decision in
2011 directing BBMB to start
giving the state’s legitimate
share of power as per the States’
Reorganisation Act 1966,

CM  Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, who held a meeting
with the Union Minister of
Power and Renewable Energy,
RK Singh in Delhi late Wednes-
day urged him to look into the
state’s demand. He said the
state’s share in the power proj-

ects which were commissioned
25 years back and have com-
pleted their loan repayments
should be raised from 12 to 15
per cent.

He informed the Union
minister that around 12,000
MW of hydropower poten-
tial was yet to be harnessed.
Hydropower development is
the key engine to the economic
growth of the state of Himachal
Pradesh, as it makes a direct
and significant contribution to
the economy in terms of rev-
enue generation, employment
opportunities and enhancing
the quality of life, he said.

Besides, the state also has
ample scope for setting up solar
projects, the CM stated.

He said the state govern-
ment has now relaxed the
rules and procedures for the
investors and Deputy Com-
missioners have been empow-
ered to accord permission. The
government is committed to
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Chief MinisterSukhvinder Singh
Sukhu with Union Minister RK
Singh in New Delhi MPOST

accord all necessary permis-
sions in a time-bound manner,
especially in the energy sec-
tor and to ease the process for
applying.

The CM said that the gov-
ernment was mulling to make
agreements with the power
project in stages. The first
part will be for the period of
loan repayment and the sec-
ond part will be after the loan
repayment is over on part of the

power project.

The CM also raised the
issue of the Luhri power project
being executed by SJVN and
advocated for fresh agreement
for enhancing the state share as
the project is fully viable.

Informing the minister
about the Supreme Court order
passed its verdict in favour of
the state government pertain-
ing to payment of arrears and
its share by Bhakra Beas Man-
agement Board (BBMB) in the
year 2011, he asked the minis-
ter to direct BBMB to pay the
arrears to the state government
immediately.

He also apprised that the
lease period of the Shanan proj-
ect (owned by Punjab Power
Corporation in Himachal
Pradesh) was now over and
the assets of the project should
go back to the state as per the
agreement. He sought the Cen-
tre’s help in the matter.

Sukhu said that the Union

Minister has assured with
regard to setting up of Green
Energy Plant in the Spiti area
of the state on the analogy of
Leh. The e-charging stations
for electric vehicles will also
be set up throughout the State
so that the target of becoming
a Green Energy State by 2025
could be achieved. For setting
up e-charging stations, the state
government will provide land
and power.

Detailed project reports
for the transmission line will
also be prepared to evacuate
the green energy. The CM said
that the state is looking for-
ward to the generation of green
hydrogen, adding that Him-
achal Pradesh is the only state
which is a power surplus state.
The state will execute the power
project on a revenue-sharing
basis. The CM honoured the
Union minister on this occa-
sion and was also invited to
visit Himachal Pradesh.
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Puri bats for better planning, policy
to ensure water security in cities

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA
@ Ahmedabad

UNION Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said that cities must re-
think conventional planning
paradigms to provide desired
socioeconomic outcomes in a
video message at the opening
session of the two-day Urban-20
City Sherpas’ meet in Ahmeda-
bad on Thursday.

The minister added that com-
prehensive infrastructure de-
velopment would necessitate a
robust discussion on invest-
ments and financing.

He emphasized the need for
better planning, policy and gov-
ernance to ensure water secu-
rity amid the growing urban
population. The Urban-20 City
Sherpas’ meeting aims to pro-
mote city solidarity to find
common solutions that are in
line with the G20’s overall
goals. As part of India's G20
Presidency, this G20 event is
the third to take place in
Gujarat.

Amitabh Kant, the G20 Sher-
pa from India, said “A thriving

nation depends on successful
cities. Urbanization is a tool for
economic development, em-
ployment creation, and the
eradication of poverty.”

“The world is currently fac-
ing numerous difficulties, in-
cluding geopolitical crisis, war,
recession, debt crisis, difficulty
with financing climate action,
shortages of food, fuel and fer-
tilizers, and post-covid crisis.
The Indian government has
worked hard to transform ob-
stacles into possibilities. In the
upcoming 10 years, cities will
still be essential to develop-
ment. Urbanization that is well-

‘Need for better planning,
policy and governance’

Hardeep Singh puri emphasized
the need for better planning,
policy and governance to ensure
water security amid the growing
urban population. The Urban-20
City Sherpas’ meeting aims to
promote city solidarity to find
common solutions that are in line
with the G20’s overall goals. This
G20 event is the third to take
place in Gujarat.

planned, creative, and sustain-
able is crucial to the growth of
any country Cities must be
built using a scientific ap-
proach,” Kant added.

While apening the first Sher-
pas meeting of the U20-Urban
Summit, Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel said, “Our
cities are socio-cultural and
economic hubs, as well as back-
bones of economic develop-
ment. PM Narendra Modi has
rejuvenated the cities of Gu-
jarat during his tenure as the
Chief Minister. We are also wit-
nessing how the Ease of Living
has improved in the cities.
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