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‘Submit DPRs
to CW(C’

KCR asks officials to get permissions soon

STATEBUREAU
Hyderabad

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao on Sunday directed
the Irrigation officials to submit the Detailed Project Re-
ports (DPRs) pertaining to irrigation projects proposed on
Godavari river to the Central Water Commission (CWC)
immediately and obtain necessary permissions to take up
the works. He asserted that the DPR on Dr BR Ambedkar
Pranahitha Project should be submitted to the Commission
as well as the Godavari River Management Board on a pri-
otity basis, to obtain required permissions at the earliest.

Reviewing the progress of
various irrigation projects pro-
posed on Godavari River at Pra-
gathi Bhavan here, the Chief
Minister expressed displeasure
over lack of response from the
Commission and the inordinate
delay of more than five months
to the DPRs submitted for irri-
gation projects including
Sitarama, Sammakka Sagar,

Mukteshwara (Chinna Kalesh-

waram) Lift Trrigation Scheme

(L1S), Chenaka Korata Barrage,

Choutupalli Hanmanth Reddy

LIS and Modikunta Vagu projects. He asked the officials to
furnish all the additional information sought by the CWC
and obtain necessary permissions to expedite the works.

Further, the Irrigation officials were instructed to consult
the Central Water Commission and take steps to remove
the five projects on Godavari River that are listed in the re-
cent gazette notification,

They were also asked to invite tenders for the irrigation
projects’ works scheduled to be taken up during this year,
The Chief Minister suggested that the officials invite ten-
ders for lift irrigation schemes proposed for construction
on the Nagarjuna Sagar Left Bank Canal; balance works of
Kaleshwaram LIS in Kamareddy and Yellareddy Assembly
constituencies, (SEE PAGE 4)

‘Submit DPRs to CWC’

Officials were also told to invite tenders for lift irriga-
tion schemes proposed for balance works on Pala-
muru-Rangareddy project in Rangareddy and
Vikarabad districts; barrage to be proposed as part of
Dr BR Ambedkar Pranahita Project; Chennur LIS and
Gattu LIS as well as Kupti project proposed on
Kadem river. With completion of these projects, the
construction of important irrigation projects pro-
posed by the State government will be completed.
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K’taka Cong begins
stir for Mekedatu

Ramanagara: Jan. 9:
The Congress in Karna-
taka on Sunday began its
10-day ‘padayatra’, dema-
nding implementation of
the Mekedatu project
across the Cauvery river,
despite the government's
Covid-19 restrictions.

Led by the Congress'
state  president D.K.
Shivakumar and leader of
Opposition in the state
assembly Siddaramaiah,
the padavatra with the
theme ‘Namma Neeru
Namma Hakku’ (our
water, our right) began at
the Sangama, the conflu-
ence of Cauvery and
Arkavathi rivers in
Kanakapura here, which
will be spanning a dis-
tance of over 100 km.

With participation from
hundreds of workers,

leaders and cultural
groups, the principal
opposition party in the
state is going ahead with
the march, as planned,
unfazed by the govern-
ment's warning of action
in case of violation of
Covid restrictions and
rules.

It now remains to be
seen what action the gov-
ernment will take, with a
large number of people
gathering in violation of
rules and orders. The
Karnataka government
has imposed curfew on
weekends and restricted
public gatherings to fight
the third wave of Covid-
19, till Jan. 19. It has also
imposed night curfew,
and has prohibited all ral-
lies, dharnas, protests,
among others. mP3
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Kamnataka Cong bes Mekedatu padayatra, desplte covid resrictions

by the KPCC chief, ahead of

trithin its territory will ben-

TURN FROM P1 him, healleged that the BJP [ (7Y, Much is at stake for lower riparian state, has
has betrayed the lelleﬂf - """ 'L Shivakumar, the man opposed the project tooth

The Congress maintained the state by not getting envi- : % behind this march, as sever- - and nal

that it will hold the padaya- - ronmental learance despite TN SalY W al Congress functionaries ~ Karnataka has main-

tra following Covid rules Deing in power for last 25  HASMPEN o G believe that it is an atfempt tained that the project

and guidelings. Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjin Kharge,
M Shivakumar,  Mr
Siddaramaiah, former chief
minister Veerappa Moily,
and almost all the senior
party leaders and legislators
were present at the inaugu-
ral of the padayatra, that is
likely to cove & distance of
about 15 km on the day one.

Some religious leaders
and film personalities like
actor Duniya Vijay, actor
and music director Sadhu
Fokila, were among others
seen at the inaugural.
Projecting it & an apalitical
walk for water” the
Comgress has nvited sers
O varions mutts, organisa:
tions, leaders of various
political parties, film per-
sonalities, Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce,
among ofhers fo take part in
the march,

Acousing the BJP govern-
ment of trying to seuitle the
padayatra, Mr Siddaram:
aiah accused the BJP of ool
Inding with Tamil Nadu in
delaying the implementa:
tion of Mekedatu project.
(laiming that the project
Wwas initiated Dy the
Congress government led by

central government of not
giving clearance, as the saf-
fion party wants to expand
ifs base In neighbouring
Tamil Nadn.

"This padayatra is for get- ™%
ting water to Bengaluru and |

surronnding areas by imple-
menting Mekedatu project,
there is no stay for the proj-
ert by courts or tribunals or
Cawvery ~ Water  Man-

padayatra will not stop, Je
how much ever the BJP try
tostopit.” he added.

Mr Shivakumar, who is
also the MLA from Kana-
kapura, hit out at Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
for “trying fo thwart the
padayaira” by asking the
district administration to
issue prohibitory onders. He
dared Mr Bommai o arrest
them if e could,

“This march is not for the
Comgress party or for the
sake of power, it is for the
sake of the people... Like
Congress fonght against the
British then for India's free-

dom, today we are fighting  added

against the BJP and the
danata Dal..  §P
{Superintendent of Polioe),
Home Minister- you have

KPCC President D K Shivakumar during the muguratmn n Ihe lﬂday 'padaﬂra from Mekedatu to Bengaluru to
demand the implemention of Mekedatu project, in Mekedatu, Sunday.

sl

issued orders against the the state s demending before  culminating af
law, we will not fear it..we implementation of the Basavanagudi in Bengaluru
will peacefully march fol-  Mekedatu project, which &5 on January 19,

lowing Covid rules" he being opposed by neigh-  Though the padayaira is
bouring Tamil Nadu, being projected as apolit
Beginning at Sangama the cal, demanding the imple-
Mekedatu to Bengaluru, padayatra is scheduled to

eovering about 15 of the 224 pass through Kanakapura,
Assembly constifuencies i Ramanagara and Bidaii

The Congress march from

project, 1t is also seen as
Congress' attempt  to

mentation of Mekedatu attem

mobilise its cadmes and oon-
sulidate ifs voter base in the
old Mysuru region, which is
3 Vokkaliga bastion, where
JINS) is its traditional rival
and the ruling BJP is
pting to make inroads,
ahead of 2033 assembly
polls.

45 il

assembly polls, to assert his

4 Chief Ministerial ambi-

tions, for which Siddaramal-
ah is also a strong con-
tender. The party has seen
several ncidents of politi
cal one-upmanship between
the two leaders last year.
Shivakumar took a dip in
the river and performed
pooja at the Sangam ahead
of the padayara’s inaugy-

Both ruling BIP and JD(5)
have hit out at Congress
calling its march as a "polit-
ieal stunt” ahead of assem-
by election nest year, and
has questioned its morality,
accusing the grand old
party of not putting any
efforts to take the project
forward while in power
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai has mainfained
that his government was
committed to implement the
project, Karnataka govern-
ment submiffed & Detailed
Project Report (IPR) to the
Central Water Commission
(CWC) in 2019, which was
then referred to the Cauvery
Water Management
Authority (CWMA), where
it is stuck corrently as
Tamil Nadu which is the

efit both states as the
surplus water stored can
be managed between the
two during the distress
vear, and its implementa-
tion will in no way affect the
interests of Tamil Nadu's
farming communitiss, as
there will be no impact on
its share of water

While the neighbouring
state s of the view that the
project would "impound and
divert' the uncontrolled
water flow due to Tamil
Nadu from Kabini sub-
basin, the catchment area
below Krishnarajasagara,
and also from Simsha, Ark-
avathy and Suvarnavathi
shb-basing besides ofher
small streams,

The Mekedatn multipur-
pose (drinking and power)
project,  which  involves
building & balancing reser-
voir, near Kanakapura in
Ramanagara district of
Rarnataka. The project
once completed is aimed
at ensuring drinking water
to Bengalurn  and
neighbouring areas (475
TMC) and also can generate
400 MW power, and the esti-
mated cost of the project is
0,000 crore. =11
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With water march, Congress looks
for firm footmg in south Karnataka

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JANUARY 9

THE KARNATAKA Congress on
Sunday launched a 10-day foot
march amid Covid curbs to push
for the creation of the Mekedatu
reservoir. On the party's mind,
however, is more than the project
on the Cauvery that is meant to
supply drinking water to
Bengaluru and its surrounding re-
gions in south Karnataka.

South Karnataka is home to
the Vokkaliga — one of the two
dominant communities in the
state — that makes up 15 per
centofthe population. The other
major group is the Lingayat com-
munity that is mostly concen-
trated in north Karnataka and
makes up 17 per cent of the
state’s six crore population,

The general pattern that has
emerged since the 2004 state elec-
tions shows that the Lingayats sup-
port the BJPand the Vokkaligasthe
Janata Dal (Secular). This has re-
sulted in poll stalemates in 2004,
2008 and 2018 — bringing merg-
ersand horse-trading into play to
form government.

Political wisdom now sug-
gests that the BJP needs the sup-
port of the Vokkaligas to win a
clear majority; the JD(S)needsthe
Lingayats; and the Congress needs
at least one of the big communi-
ties tosupportit to build on theex-
isting base among backward
classes, Dalits and minorities.

Thisisone of the primary rea-
sons the Congress has launched
the over 100-km protest march
in the midst of Covid restrictions
— to galvanise support in south

The 10-day foot march to demand the implemention of
water reservoir project begins in Mekedatu on Sunday. P11

JD(S) tries
@ tocounter

EXPLAINED

THE CONGRESS'S Mekedatu
march has made the JD(S),
which has a considerable base
insouth Karnataka, situp and
take notice. Last week, the
party announced a pro-
gramme of its own on the wa-
ter issue. It will collect water
from 15 rivers in the state from
January 26and performa
“GangaPuja”. JD(S) counter
shows the political importance
of the Congress move.

Karnataka, where the BJP was
non-existent until recently.

Inthe 2018 polls, the Congress
won 19 of the 61 seats in the
southern Mysuru-Karnataka re-
gion while the JDS won 29 seats
and the BJP got 11 seats.

The Mekedatu march is a
brainchild of the state Congress
chief D K Shivakumar, himself a

Voklkaligaleader,whois also said
to be jockeying for the chief min-
isterial position. Shivakumar,
along with former chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, will walk
across 15 assembly constituen-
cies in south Karnataka begin-
ning Sunday and finish the “walk
for water” in Bengaluru city.

On Sunday, Siddaramaiah
claimed the project was initiated
by his Congress government,
and said the ruling BJP has failed
to get environmental clearance
despite being in power for the
last two-and-a-half years.

Shivakumar, whois also MLA
from Kanakapura, where the
march began, hit out at Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai for
trying to “thwart” the padayatra
by asking the district administra-
tion to issue prohibitory orders.

Defending the move to march
amid the third wave, he said:
“Superintendent of Police, Home
Minister, you have issued orders
against the law, we will not fearit. ..
we will march following Covid
rules.” Therewaslittlesodal distanc-
ingtobe seenat Sunday’s march.
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