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Jagan to meet Shah, seek
pending Polavaram dues

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, JUNE 9

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy will visit
Delhi on Thursday to meet
Union home minister Amit
Shah and a few other minis-
ters. He would leave for
Delhi at 10 am from
Tadepalli.

According to sources, the
Chief Minister would take
up Polavaram project funds,
bifurcation assurances and
other issues during the
meeting. He will hold talks
on these issues with Amit
Shah and Union minister
for water resources
Gajendra Singh Shekawat.
Further, he would some
other ministers depending
on their availability.

The Chief Minister may
urge Amit Shah to help AP
in getting required vaccine
doses to inoculate the tar-

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy

geted population in the
state.

He would press for fulfill-
ment of all bifurcation
assurances and would once
again seek cooperation
from the union government
for the setting up of three
capitals in the state.

Earlier, the Chief
Minister tried to get
appointment from Amit
Shah and others on May 7,

= THE CHIEF MINISTER
would take up Polavaram
project funds, bifurcation
assurances and other
issues during the meeting.

» HE MAY urge Amit Shah
to help AP in getting
required vaccine doses to
inoculate the targeted pop-
ulation in the state.

and the programme was
almost fixed but was can-
celled in the last moment.
As YSRC rebel MP K.
Raghu Ramakrishna Raju
is conducting a massive
campaign in the national
capital by meeting minis-
ters and writing letters
against the YSRC govern-
ment, the Chief Minister
may use the opportunity to
clear the air.

He would return to
Tadepalli on Friday.
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|: Heavy Downpour :|

Mumbai knee-deep in water

Monsoon arrives in city, suburbs water-logged; train services disrupted; IMD issues red alert

PTI
MUMBAI

The south-west monsoon
arrived in Mumbai and its
neighbouring areas on
Wednesday, the IMD an-
nounced as heavy rains
lashed the city and suburbs
since early morning, causing
water-logging at many
places and disrupting local
train services.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) issued a
red alert for Mumbai, and
neighbouring Thane, Pal-
ghar and Raigad districts,
warning of very heavy toex-
tremely heavy rainfall at iso-
lated places there during the
day.
“As per latest satellite ob-
servations, Mumbai city and
suburbs are very likely to
experience moderate to in-
tense spells of rainfall (2-
3em/hr) during next 3-4 hrs,
Possibility of thunder light-
ning at isolated places,” the
IMD Mumbai said in its
forecast at 2.30 pm.

The city and its suburbs
experienced thunderstorms
along with moderate to in-
tense spells of rainfall dur-
ing the past3 hours, it added.

Local train services from
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji MaharajTerminus
(CSMT) to neighbouring
Thane and Vashi in Navi
Mumbai were suspended
due to water-logging on
some railway tracks, offi-
cials said. Routes of some
BEST buses run the city
civic body’s transport wing
were also diverted, they
said. According to the IMD,
the western suburb of San-
tacruz recorded 164.8 mm

Children play on a flooded street in Mumbai on Wednesday. — Photo: AFP

tain in six houts from 8.30
am to 2.30 pm, while Colaba
in south Mumbai) recorded
322 mm rain during the
same period.

“It’s monscon arrival in
Mumbai today,” Dr Jayanta
Sarkar, head of the India Me-
teorological Department’s
(IMD) Mumbai office, said
earlier in the day.

“GOOD NEWS. Onset of
SW Monsoon declared over
Mumbai Thane Palghar
today 9th June. Monsoon
line today passing frm Val-
sad(Gujarat), Nagpur in Ma-
harashtra & then

Bhadrachalam Tuni..Condi-
tions r favourable for onset
of monsoon in remaining
parts of Maharashtra in nxt
2,3 days,” the IMD’s head
SID, Climate Research &
Services at Pune, K S Hosa-
likar, tweeted.

However, the first heavy
rain of this monsoon dis-
rupted local train services
here, There was inundation
at several places in the city,
including on tracks near
Sion and Chunabhatti sta-
tions on the Central Railway
(CR) route, The local train
services were initially sus-

pended on the CR’s main
line between CSMT and
Rurla from 9.50 am.

Later, the train services
were suspended between
CSMT and Thane (main
line), and between CSMT
and Vashi (Harbour line)
from 10.20 am, CR’s chief
spokesperson Shivaji Sutar
said. “Services on the Trans-
Harbour line and BSU
(Uran) lines are running
smoothly, Also, shuttle serv-
ices from Thane to Kar-
jat/Kasara and Vashi-Panvel
are running,” he said, There
was no disruption on the

Western Railway route and
its local train services were
running normal, WR’s chief
spokesperson Sumit Thakur
said. Water pumps were
being operated to clear in-
undation, he said, adding
that drains and culverts
were flowing smoothly.

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray di-
rected the administration to
ensure the accumulated
rainwater is drained out at
the earliest and transportre-
sumed. Thackeray spoke to
the control rooms in the af-
fected districts.
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Heavy rains, water-logging mar
arrival of monsoon in Mumbai

The heavy downpour also disrupted local train services

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBALI: Heavy rains lashed
Mumbai and its suburbs on
Wednesday, causing flooding
on roads and rail tracks and
disrupting suburban train ser-
vices as the south-west mon-
soon arrived in the city with a
bang, while the MeT depart-
ment issued an alert for more
downpour.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) issued
a ‘red alert’ for Mumbai, and
neighbouring Thane, Palghar
and Raigad districts, warn-
ing of very heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall at isolated places
there.

The first rains of this year's
monsoon season in Mumbai
caused water-logging in vari-
ous parts of the city, prompting
the traffic police to shut four
subways and forcing motor-
ists to abandon their vehicles
on roads.

The heavy downpour also
disrupted local train services,
which are running only for per-
sonnel engaged in health and
other essential services, and are
out of bound for general com-
muters in view of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

While there were fewer
vehicles on the city roads amid
the downpour, motorcyclists
and other two-wheeler rid-
ers were unable to manoeu-
vre their vehicles at some of
the flooded places. The traf-

Mumbai Mayor Kishori Pednekar stands on o weterlogged road as she visited the Parel Hindmata area
during heavy rain in Mumbai on Wednesday

PICPTI

fic police closed Milan, Khar,
Andheri and Malad subways
for motorists due to water-log-
ging at these places.

“We have closed the sub-
ways due to water-logging of up
to two feet at these junctions.
However, traffic is smooth on
the SV Road, Linking Road and
the Western Express Highway.
So far, no traffic congestion has
been reported,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Traffic),
Western Suburbs, Somnath
Gharge said.

Heavy rains caused low vis-
ibility and increased the risk
of accidents, hence the traffic
police personnel are on roads
to prevent such incidents, the
official said.

Cranes were used to clear

roads on which motorists had
abandoned their vehicles due
to water-logging, he added.

The city police appealed to
Mumbaikars not to step out of
their homes unnecessarily and
cautioned them against travel-
ling to some of the inundated
areas.

Mumbai and its sub-
urbs experienced thunder-
storms along with moderate to
intense spells of rainfall dur-
ing the day, it added. Suburban
train services from Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Mahara-
jTerminus (CSMT) to neigh-
bouring Thane and Vashi in
Navi Mumbai were suspended
due to water-logging on tracks,
officials said.

Routes of some BEST buses,

run by the city civic body’s
transport wing, were diverted
to avoid flooded streets, they
said.

According to the IMD, the
western suburb of Santacruz
recorded 164.8 mm rain in six
hours from 8.30 am to 2.30 pm,
while Colaba in south Mum-
bai) recorded 32.2 mm rain
during the same period.

“Its monsoon arrival in
Mumbai today,” Dr Jayanta
Sarkar, head of the India Mete-
orological Department’s (IMD)
Mumbai office, said in the
morning. The IMD said con-
ditions are favourable for onset
of the monsoon in remaining
parts of Maharashtra in next
two to three days.

“GOOD NEWS. Onset of

SW Monsoon declared over
Mumbai Thane Palghar today
9th June. Monsoon line today
passing frm Valsad(Gujarat),
Nagpur in Maharashtra & then
Bhadrachalam Tuni..Condi-
tions r favourable for onset of
monsoon in remaining parts
of Maharashtra in nxt 2,3 days,”
the IMD’s head SID, Climate
Research & Services at Pune,
K S Hosalikar, tweeted.

There was inunda-
tion at several places in the
city, including on tracks
near Sion and Chunabhatti sta-
tions on the Central Railway
(CR) route.

The local train services were
initially suspended on the CRs
main line between CSMT and
Kurla from 9.50 am. Later, the
train services were suspended
between CSMT and Thane
(main line), and between
CSMT and Vashi (Harbour
line) from 10.20 am, CR’s chief
spokesperson Shivaji Sutar
said.

“However, services on the
Trans-Harbour line and BSU
(Uran in adjoining Raigad
district) lines are running
smoothly. Also, shuttle services
from Thane to Karjat/Kasara
and Vashi-Panvel are opera-
tional,” he said.

There was no disruption
on the Western Railway route
and its local train services were
running normal, WR's chief
spokesperson Sumit Thakur
said.



OCALS DEMAND PERMANENT
PRESERVATION OF LAKES

MEGHNA NATH
_ SECUNDERABAD

AHEAD monsoon residents of North-
Eastern, Secunderabad residing near
Trimulgherry lake, Kotha Cheruvu,
Chinnarayauni Cheruvu and Mul-
lakunta lake are gripped in panic as
these lakes might overflow causing
flooding and immense damage.

These three lakesKotha Cheruvu,
Chinnarayauni Cheruvu and Mul-
lakunta lake fall under t he jurisdic-
tion of Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) limits and
Trimulgherry lake falls under Secun-
derabad Cantonment Board (SCB)
according to locals concern officials
have never taken any permanent
measure to clean the lake and also the
nalas attached are never desilted.

“The water bodies in the city are
one of the biggest reliefs in terms of
water resources in the urban towns.
They cater to many needs and it's a
serious responsibility of both the lo-
cal body governments and citizens to
maintain water bodies. In this com-
ing monsoon too, it should be taken
care of appropriately so that the wa-
ter bodies or the lakes do not show
adverse effects on our surroundings.
We expect GHMC to come forward
and take appropriate steps in view of
the coming monsoon,” said Rohith,
resident of Bolarum.
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* Even after requesting the
concerned officials several
times to remove the
encroachment and clean the
lakes officials remain numb

Officials fail to provide a

permanent solution to the
overflowing of nalas in
monsoon resulting in
immense loss as the nearby
areas are inundated

“Last year we spent sleepless
nights due to floods and this year we
don’t want to face such situation.
Even after requesting the concerned
officials several times to clean the
lake and to remove the encroach-
ment nothing has been done so far,”
said T Ramesh, a resident of Alwal.

“The desilting of nalas done by
SCB officials every year before mon-
soon is only done for namesake as
they are taken up scientifically. No
proactive measures are taken by the
government for the free flow of
sewage water. When it comes to
Trimulgherry lake, all sewerage lines
are diverted into the lake. During
rains, these surrounding colonies
will be inundated as the lakes over-
flow,” said Venkat Ramana, resident
of SCB.
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