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NEW DELHI: A high-level commit-
tee on Yamuna rejuvenation
chaired by Delhi lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena on Friday said that
pollution levels in the river have
dipped over the last one year.

Al a meeting, the commilttee,
citing data by the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC), said
that the biological oxygen
demand (BOD) levels in the river
measured at the ISBT Kashmere
Gate ghat after the Najafgarh
Drain meets the river showed that
BOD dipped from 55 milligrams
of oxygen per litre (mg/l) in May
2022 to 38mig/l in May 2023.

BOD is an indicator of pollu-
tion levels in water bodies and
indicates the amount of oxygen
required by aquatic life and orga-
nisms in the river in order to sur-
vive. The higher the BOD, the
greater is this demand, which in
turn means aquatic life is unlikely
to survive, To be sure, BOD levels
in a river should be 3mg/l or less,
according to the Central Pollution
Control Board standards.

The BOD concentration was
also down by 40% at the point in
the river just after it meets the
Shahdara drain. In May this year,
it stood at 48mg/l as against
80mg/l last year. Separately, the
BOD level dipped by 37% in the
Najafgarh drain, falling from
76mg/l in May 2022 to 38mg/1 this
year, according to DPCC data.

“In case of Yamuna, at ISBT,
after the Najafgarh Drain meets
the river, BOD levels that stood at
42 mg/l in January 2022, came
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River pollution down after
Intervention: Yamuna pane

Monitoring Yamuna

Amid a tussle in the Capital over credit for Yamuna

. clean-up, the LG-led panel said that new data shows

. significant improvement in pollution levels in the river

down to 38mg/l in January 2023.
The figure for May 2022 stood at
55mg/1 that came down to 38mg/l
in May 2023. Similarly, in the
Yamuna at the site after the Shah-
dara Drain meets the river BOD
levels that stood at 60 mg/lin Jan-
uary 2022, came down to 56mg/1
in January 2023. The figure for
May 2022 stood at 80mg/1 and
came down to 48mg/l in May
2023,” said HLC in a statement.
DPCC, which comes under the
Delhi government, is responsible
for collecting water samples from
Delhi's drains, treatment plants

and ghats along the Yamuna on a
monthly basis.

HLC on Yamuna rejuvenation
was formed by the National
Green Tribunal on January 9,
2023 for reviving the river, with
the Delhi LG appointed as its
chairperson for overseeing the
progress of projects in this regard.

HLC monitors the rejuvenation
of Yamuna under eight verticals
— 100% treatment of sewage;
trapping of all drains; construc-
tion of sewerage nerworks in
unauthorised colonies and 1J
clusters; industrial effluent man-

agement through CETPs; septage
management; restoration and
rejuvenation of Yamuna flood-
plains; utilisation of treated waste
water; and environmental man-
agement plan of Najafgarh Jheel,

Delhi water minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj claimed the LG was
“stealing taking credit” for the
work done by the state govern-
ment. “A six-point plan to clean
Yamuna was launched by CM
Kejriwal in November 2021,
much before Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena was sent as the Hon'ble LG,"
said Bharadwaj.
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India can avoid 400k
deaths if JJM meets
target: WHO report

Zia Haq

zia.hag@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India can potentially
prevent nearly 400,000 deaths
from diarrhoea and save about 14
million DALYs (disability-adjusted
life years) from water-related ail-
ments if it manages to achieve uni-
versal rural coverage under Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM), said a World
Health Organization report com-
missioned by the government. One
DALY represents loss of equivalent
of one year of full health.
Coverage under the Jal Jeevan
programme, which aims to con-
nect each of India’s 190.40 rural
households with a functional tap-
water connection by 2024, has so
far reached 62.84%. Nearly 820
million people in 12 major river
basins of country face “high to
extreme” water stress, according
to World Bank data. The piped
water mission, launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2019,
seeks to create sustainable infra-

structure for doorstep availability
of drinking water in all rural
households.

The WHO analysis focused on
diarrhoeal diseases as they
account for a majority of water
and sanitation-related disease
burden. The WHO report stated
that in 2018, 36% of India’s total
population, including 44% rural
population, lacked access to
“improved drinking-water sour-
ces on their premises”.

Consumption of unsafe drink-
ing water had severe health and
societal consequences, it said,
adding in 2019, unsafe drinking
water, along with inadequate san-
itation and hygiene, is estimated
to have contributed to 14 million
deaths and 74 million DALYs glo-
bally. “Rural tap water connec-
tions increased from 16.64% in
2019 to 62.84% within 41 months,
representing an average annual
increase of 13.5%,” said Vini
Mahajan, secretary department of
drinking water and sanitation.



Times News Nerwors

New Delhi: The quality of
water in the Yamuna and the
Najafgarh drain showed a
consistent improvement in
the last few months, the LG's
office said on Friday, citing
data from the monthly re
ports of the Delhi Pollution
Control Commitiee,

As per the report, the bio-
chemical oxvegen demand
{BOD) level was down 40%
in the Shahdara drain, 37%
in the Najafgarh drain and
A% in the Yamuna near
Kashmere Gate Inter-State
Bus Terminal in May this
vear compared with the le
vels measured in the same
maonth in 2022,

BOD is the amount of oxy-
gen consumed in one litre of
water by microorganisms
while they oxidize the entire
organic matter present in it
at a specified temperature.
Sewage can raise the BOD,
which inturnindicates an in-
ability of organisms to survi-
ve inthe water:

As per the standard proto-
col of testing water samples
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Yamuna Water Quality Improves,
BOD Levels Dip By 31% In A Year

LG Expresses Satisfaction At Work, Asks Depts To Ensure Coordination

at different locations, BOD in
the Najafgarh drain was 80
microgram per litre in Janu-
ary 2022, which decreased to
5mg/l a year later. The same
was registered at Témg/1 in
May 2022 but declined to 48
mg/1in May 2023,

In case of the Yamuna,
BODat ISBT, afier the conflu-
ence with the Najafgarh dra-
in, was recorded at 2 mg/lin
January 2022. This fell to 38
me/] in January 2023, In May
last year, the level was at 55
mgl but came down o 38
mg/l a vear later. Similariy
the BOD level after the fall of
the Shahdara drain stood at
60 mg/1 in January 2022 and
56 mg/|l exactly a vear later. It
was B0 mg/] in May 2022 and
slid to 48 mg/1 in May 2023

Officials said even during
the intervening months of
February, March and April,
the figures for 2023 showed a
decrease from those in 2022,

The data was shared at the
fifth meeting of the high-le-
vel committee formed by the
National Green Tribunal for
the rejuvenation of the river
under the chairmanship of

SAVING THE RIVER

BOD level in the Yamuna = 2022 w2023
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LG reviews the work done to clean the Yamuna

lisutenant governor VK Sax-
ena. The LG reviewed the
progress since the committee
was constituted and perused

the action taken report of the
previous four meetings.

“1t was informed that ever
since work on cleaning the

MNajafgarh drain was started
in August 2022 under the di-
rect supervision of the LG,
and cleaning operations in
the Yamuna aflter the consti-
tution of the high-level com-
mittes in January 2023, con-
gistent improvement in the
quality of water in the drain
as well as the river was repor-
ted,” the LG's office said.

Officials said the LG
expressed satisfaction at co-
ordinated efforis of the va.
rious stakeholder depart-
ments. “He has, however, cau-
tioned the officials against
complacency and reiterated
that all timelines with re-
gards to works must be met,”
gaid an official of the LG's
secretariat,

The coordination had re-
sulted in an impetus to sef-
ting up of sewage treatment
plants and decentralised
STPs, which had been pen-
ding for vears due to land-re-
lated issues. “Of 28 such pro-
jects, 17 got land in the past
one month due w the LGS in-
tervention. The remaining
are alsoexpected to be sorted
outsoon,” an official said



Tonaes News Nerwoes

Bengalura: With not enough
pre-monsoon rain and a delay
in the onset of monsoon, wa-
ter crisis has intensified in se-
veral districts of the state,
especially in North Karnata-
ki and the Malnad districts.

Insome villages, hundreds
of families have reportedly
moved temporarily to other
places to cope with the water
crisls. There are also reports
of schools, lodges, restau-
rants being closed due toshor.
tage of water.

Every year, the monsoon re-
aches the state by the first week
of June, but according to the la-
test forecast, this time around,
the state will witness onset of
monsoon only after June 1.

Theextended dry spell has
depleted reservoirs and for-
ced some municipalities tocut
supplies in order to ensure
water lasts until the arrival of
monsoonshowers.
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State awaits monsoon as water scarcity intensifies

CM TO DISCUSS DEATHS DUE TIMES VIEW
TO WATER CONTAMINATION espite the central and sate
governments launching projects
directed them to ensure worth crores of rupees, the situation
adequate supply of drinking over paucity of drinking water is only
" water. OnMay L. theCM  pgetting worse by the year, causing wide-
meeting with district had requested his ranging damages. Worse still, several
officials and seek Maharashira villages in the state still lack access to
reported incidents of Shinge to “direct the in Kalyana Karnataka region due (o
deaths due to water authorities concemed consumption of contaminated water are
contamination in Koppal toimmediatelyrelease? indicative of the scale of deprivations,
recently. He held discussions TMC of water from the Wamay®  that can also trigger various water-
with district officials to resolve  Koyna resenvoir to Krishna borne diseases. It's time for the
the current water scarcity in river and 3 TMCof water from  authorities to address this crisis on a
various parts of the state and Ufiani Reservoir to Bhima river.  war-footing before it gets any worse.
According to reports. key en standing in queuss for ho-  pleted. Asondate, thedatehas
reservoirs in the stote wereat  urs. waiting to collect water 3.3tmeftof water Officials say

11% of theiroverall storageca-
pacity on Friday, compared to
15% a year ago.

State governments have de-
ployed water tankers tnallevia-
te the problem in several villa-
ges, though people complain

that the supply isn't enough.
‘Women and children can e se-

from the tankersor public taps.
Faced with acute waler
scarcity, protests have been
staged and there are reports
of even clashes breaking out
between groups over water:
To make matters worse,
the waterlevel at Almarti Dam
across Krishna River has de-

the reserves are enough to ta-
ke care of drinking water re-
quirements until only the se-
cond week of July

Since Maharashiratoohas
not received enough pre-mon-
soon rain, there has been no
inflow of water into Krishna
from the neighbouring state.

Water-rich districts like
Malnad too

Surprisingly, people from the
waterrich Malnad districts,
especially Chikkamagaluru
and Kodagu, are also grapp-
ling with water scarcity this
summer. “All borewells have
dried up and even submersib-
le pumps have failed, as the
ground water level has deple-
ted, " an official said.

As the backwaters are
drving up fast, services of
barges to help visitors reach
the pilgrimage centre of Si.
ganduru across Sharavathi
river will have to he with-
drawn temporarily.

Tourists who wish to visit
Stgandur Chowdeshwari
temple from Shivamogga now
need totrave] 130 km vin Hosa-
nagara. Moreover, vehicles
will not be allowed to be ferri-
ed on the barges because the
water level at the banks is too
low for such operations, theof
ficial added.
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Cauvery Authority to meet on June 16;
Mekedatu dam may not be discussed

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

The subject of the pro-
posed Mekedatu dam may
not figure at the Cauvery
Water Management Auth-
ority’s meeting to be held
in New Delhi on June 16.

Indicating this, an offi-
cial of the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment referred to the
decision taken by the Auth-
ority in December 2022 to
take a “uniform stand” for
discussions on Mekedatu
and any other project in
the Cauvery basin, till the
Supreme Court gave its rul-
ing on an application filed
by Tamil Nadu last year on
the Mekedatu issue.

The agenda for the
meeting does not contain
any reference to the pro-
ject. The advent of the
monsoon, the expected

Tamil Nadu has been consistently opposing any attempt by
Karnataka to raise the Mekedatu issue.

pattern of rainfall and the
likely flows in the Cauvery
are among the topics that
would be discussed.
According to the appli-
cation filed by Tamil Nadu
in court, the planning of
the Mekedatu dam “was in
gross violation” of the deci-
sion of the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal of Fe-
bruary 5, 2007, which was

affirmed by the Supreme
Court on February 16,
2018.

Besides, the State had
been consistently oppos-
ing any attempt by Karna-
taka to raise the issue. A
year ago, Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta gave his opi-
nion in favour of the Auth-
ority discussing the pro-
ject, after which the State

approached the court.
However, it remains to
be seen whether Karnata-
ka, where the Congress
had assumed office last
month, would avoid rais-
ing the Mekedatu issue, as
the party had, in the run-
up to the Assembly elec-
tion, promised the people
of the State that it would go
ahead with the project.

Shivakumar’s reaction
About 10 days ago, Karna-
taka Deputy Chief Minister
and Minister for Major and
Medium Irrigation D.K.
Shivakumar, while res-
ponding to the sharp reac-
tion of Tamil Nadu Water
Resources Minister Durai-
murugan to an earlier
statement of his, said the
people of Tamil Nadu
should be “warm-hearted”
on the issue.
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Improvement seen in Yamuna,
Najafgarh drain water quality as
biochemical oxygen demand dips

EXPRESSNEWS SERV!CE
NEW DELHI, JUNEQ

WATER QUALITY in Yamuna is
showing signs of improvement
with the biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD) - the proportion
of which determines the level
of pollutionin a water body - in
the Najafgarh drainas well asin
the river from the point where it
meets the drain having fallen
compared to last year, accord-
ing to Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) figures pre-
sented at a meeting on
Friday.

During the fifth meeting of
the High-Level Committee for
rejuvenation of the Yamuna,
chaired by Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena, progress on work so
far was reviewed. The commit-
tee was constituted on the or-
ders of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) in January.

According to a communica-
tion from the L-G's office, DPCC
data shows that the BOD level
in the Najafgarh drain, which
was 80 mg/litre in January
2022, had dropped to 53
mg/litre in January 2023.
Further, the figure that was 76
mgflitre in May 2022 had
dropped to 48 mg/litre in May
this year. With several other
drains meeting the Najafgarh
drain and the latter eventually

ABREATHER
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Findihgs shared in meeting on Yamuna rejuvenation
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( Data from Dethi Pollution Control Committee with regard to ISBT,
Kashmere Gate -- the point after Yamuna river meets Najafgarh drain)

meeting the Yamuna near
Wazirabad, ensuring clean wa-
ter in the drain is crucial to
keeping the river clean.

At ISBT Kashmere Gate, alo-
cation from where the DPCC
draws water for testing after the
Najafgarh drain merges into the
river, the BOD level, which was
42 mg/litre in January 2022, had
fallen to 38 mg/litre in January
2023, according to DPCC data
presented at the meeting. In
May, the BOD level in the river

atISBT was 55 mg/litre in 2022
and 38 mg/litre in 2023.

A total of 17 projects for
sewage treatment plants, out of
29that were earlier held up due
to non-availability of land, have
now been allotted land by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and the Revenue
Department, according to the
communication from the L-G's
office.

When the NGT issued its or-
der on pollution in the Yamuna

in January, it had said that the
success of the committee
would be viewed in terms of re-
duction of pollution load,
adding the committee's targets
should be measurable and iden-
tifiable. The tribunal's order had
said that a pollution graph
should be prepared on a quar-
terly basis with the goal of “sub-
stantial reduction” by July 1.

Rejuvenation of the Yamuna
that is being monitored by the
committee includes treatment
of sewage and associated ex-
pansion of the sewerage net-
work along with construction
of sewage treatment plants,
treatment of industrial efflu-
ents, restoration of the flood-
plains and management of the
Najafgarh jheel.

Timelines on work must be
met and seamless inter-depart-
mental coordination is to be en-
sured, Saxena told officers, ac-
cording to the communication
issued by his office after the
meeting.

According to the final report
of the erstwhile Yamuna
Monitoring Committee submuit-
ted in 2020, “improvement in
the quality of river water is
linked to the twin factors of
maintaining a minimum flow of
fresh water and reduction in the
discharge of polluted water,
both domestic and industrial,
joining the river.”
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State plans to cut water
deficit by 50% in 2 years

To meet twin challenges cf depletion, waterlogging

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, [UNE §
Chief Mimster Manohar Lal
Ehattar today launched the
bigrmial Integrated Watber
Resourees Action Plan (2023-
25); under which four major
departments have a target of
reducing water deficit by 50 per
cent in two years. “The plan
aims 1o mest the twin chal
lenges of water depletion and
watertogging,” sxid Khattar

Huolding & press confer-
ence, Khattar sad the total
water availability of the state
was 2003 508 crore litees,
whereas the total water
demand is 3496276 crore
litres, making & water deficit
of 14 lakh crore litres,

“All water-related  depart-
ments have come foraard and
talen the responsthility to
eonserve water through vari-
ous demand and supply side
interventions. This woulbd
eave around 697 lakh crore
litres (49.7 per cent of water
deficit) of water in the next
two vears,” the Ch added,

The Chief Minister said the
maximum amount of water
was used in agriculture and
horticulture sectors.

As per the plan, 3.14 lakh
acres of land would ba cov-
ered under crop diversifica-
tion, saving 1.05 lakh crore
litres (7.0 per cent) of water,
Direct seeding of paddy
would be dane on 475 lakh
acres and save 1.18 lakh crore
litres (6.4 per cent) of water.
Alsn, 27.53 lakh aeres will be

WATER RESOURCES ACTION PLAN LAUNCHED

Total avallability

21 lakh crore litres

Water demand 35 lakh crore litres
Water deficit 14 [akh crore litres
DAMS TO ENSURE REGULATION

Threa dams — Renuka, Lakwar and Kishau — wenw being
built 50 &5 toensure the regulation of water. With the con-
struction of these dams, the water needs of the state
would certainly be addressed, sald the Chief Minister

TAPPING SMALL SOURCES
4 Plans are being made to explore the
utilisation af small sources of water, Dams

¥ , Will be constructed and plans will be
= formulated to ensure how this water can
be utilised for local use,

] Manahar Lal Khaktar, o et

brought under conservation
tillage to save (.31 lakh crore
litres (3.7 per cent).

Further, D47 lakh crore
litres (3.4 per cent) would be
saved by using high wvari-
eties of seeds on 3,49 lakh
acres, (L35 lakh crore litres
(2.5 per cent)would be saved
by using green manure on
9,73 lakh acresand 0.27 lakh
crove litres would be saved
by covering 043 lakh acres
under natural farming,

Similarly, Irrigation
Department, Public Health
Engineering Department,
Panchavats  Department
(including Ponds Authority
and Rural Development)
and others (PWD, ULB, For-
est, Education (Higher,
Technical and Secondary)
have also taken measures

for water conservation.

The CM said Reduce,
Recwele and Reuse' should
be their focus as they move
towsrds waler managemen!
and conservation. He said at
present. 260 cusee water was
being given to Delhi as per
the Supreme Court orders. In
the coming times, the water
need was certainly going to
increase, hence  dedicated
efforts were being made to
ensure that proper manage-
ment of water with optimum
use, recyeling, and reuse was
done, he added,

Khattar said the SYL waz
a pivotal issue for Harvana
and Punjab. “We are hope-
ful that this issue will soon
be resolved. Construction
of 8YL is not in our hands,"”
he added.
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K'taka submits revised Mahadayi
proposal to Forest ministry

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Karnataka
has submitted a revised pro-
posal to the National Wildlife
Board seeking approval forthe
Mahadayi project.

Besides, the state govern-
ment also submitted a revised
proposal to the Union Ministry
of Forests and Environment
seeking permission to divert

26.92-hectare forest land for
non-forest purposes.

Though the Karnataka Irri-
gation Departmenthad earlier
submitted these proposals, the
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests had sought
details from the Karnataka
government about mitigation
measures.

The Ministry also asked the
state about the details of alter-
native land for afforestation if
forestland diversionisallowed
for the project.

The state government last
year submitted a revised pro-
posal forthe Mahadayiproject
involving the diversion of Ma-
hadayi river water through
Kalasa and Banduri Nala, The
projectreceived approval from
theCentral Water Commission
last year.

The government plans to
divert 33.05 hectares of forest
land in Kanakumbi and sur-
rounding areas in Khanapur
taluk of Belagavi district to
constructa diversion weir.
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