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Crisis panel
reviews flash
flood in Sikkim

New Delhi: The National Cri-
sis Management Committee,
under cabinet secretary Rajiv
Gauba, met on Monday to re-
view the situation in Sikkim
even as Centre pledged addi-
tional relief funds and de-
ployed six teams of NDRF to
assist the administration in
relief and rescue operations.

An inter-ministerial cen-
tral team is already in Sikkim
assessing the damage. Centre
had announced release of Rs45
crore last week from the state
disaster relief fund and prom-
i1sed for assistance based on the
assessmentof the central team.

“Bailey bridges should be
launched on priority to restore
road connectivity where
bridges have been washed
away,” Gauba told thegathering
of officials that included repre-
sentatives from NDRE IMD,
BRO and state government. Tnn
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Bengaluru: At a Cauvery
Water Regulation Committee
(CWRC) meeting on Wednes-
day, Karnataka will argue
that although inflows into the
four reservoirs in the river
basin have increased, it is
merely due to “vagaries of
rain” and Karnataka cannot
release any more water to
Tamil Nadu.

While advisory body
CWRC is expected to recom-
mend the release of 3,000
causes to TN daily till the end
of October, the Cauvery Wa-
ter Management Authority
(CWMA) is scheduled to meet
on Sunday (October 15) to ex-
amine the recommendation
and pass a final order.

The outcome is being
closely watched as the dis-
pute has assumed a political
turn with the Tamil Nadu
legislative assembly passing
aresolution on Monday, seek-
ing the Centre's intervention
in the issue. It wants the Cen-
tre to direct Karnataka to
release its share of water,

But Rakesh Singh, addi-
tional chief secretary, water
resources department, said:
“Our argument has not
changed. We cannot release
water sinee distress persists
and it is expected to continue.”

Last month, CWRC recom-
mended that Karnataka re-
lease 3,000 cusecs daily from
September 28 till October 15,
a suggestion upheld by
CWMA. Singh had filed a re-
view petition requesting
CWMA to reconsider its deci-
sion. Officials said Karnata-
ka’s representatives will stick
to this stand in this week's
meetings.
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Don’t have water to give TN,
K'taka to tell Cauvery panel
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TOUGH CALL: Officials say inflows into reservoirs have improved but

this year spells of rain have been accompanied by weeks of drought

The November guota to
TN in a normal year is 13.8tm-
cft and the panels are expect-
ed to ask Karnataka to re-
lease 2,000 cusecs daily for the
month. The state will refuse.

A senior water resources
department official said: “In-
flows into dams in the river
basin have increased but the
monsoon has been so erratic
this yvear. Long dry spells
have followed brief periods
of rain. So, CWRC and
CWMA should not base their
order on present conditions,
but rather take the trend into
consideration.”

Cumulative inflows into
Karnataka’s four reservoirs
— KRS, Kabini, Harangi and
Hemavathi — stood at 6,000
cusecs on Monday (October
9) while outflow was 5,600
cusecs, Of this, 3,500 cusecs
went to TN. As per CWMA's
order for October, Karnataka
was supposed to release

33,000 cusecs between Sep-
tember 28 and October 8, but
recordings at the Biligundlu
gauge located on the inter-
state border showed TN re-
ceived 34,560 cusecs.

Karnataka representa-
tives say this is natural flow
after it released water to
farmers to protect crops. “But
we cannot commit to releas-
ing a certain amount of wa-
ter. Qur requirement for ir-
rigation and drinking is
g5tmeft, but available live
storage is only 56tmef,” said
the official.

Meanwhile, a delegation
of Karnataka farmers headed
by Cauvery Jala Samrakshna
Samithi met Union water re-
sources minister Gajendra
Shekhawat and the CWMA
chairman on Monday in New
Delhi and appraised them
about the distress prevailing
in Karnataka.

“We requested Shekhawat

not to give in to pressure from
TN that has passed a resolu-
tion seeking the Centre’s in-
tervention and requested
CWMA not to ask Karnataka
to release water,” said Ku-
rubur Shanthakumar, the
Samithi leader.
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Military

airlifts

flood victims in
Sikkim: toll 89

Pramod Giri

letters@hindustantimes.com

SILIGURI: Army helicopters
began the arduous process of
evacuating stranded tourists in
Sikkim on Monday, five days
after flash floods caused by a
glacial lake outburst flood
(GLOF) devastated the hill state
and parts of West Bengal and
inclement weather hampered
rescue operations. The death
toll from the disaster rose to 89.

Overall, the army has com-
piled a list of around 2,000 peo-
ple that continue to be
marooned in north Sikkim, with
493 tourists and nine locals
evacuated by the force's Mi-17
and Chinook helicopters, the
Sikkim land revenue and disas-
ter management said in a state-
ment on Monday evening. Tour-
ists were airlifted from

Lachung, Chaten and Lachen in
north Sikkim. The operations
came on a day when Sikkim
chief minister Prem Singh Tam-
ang held a meeting with chief of
army staff Manoj Pande and
other senior officials in state
capital Gangtok, senior state
officials said.

Three more bodies were on
Monday found in West Bengal's
Jalpaiguri district, where sev-
eral corpses have been carried
downstream by the Teesta river.
“Till Sunday, 43 bodies were
recovered from Jalpaiguri.
Three more have been found in
the last 24 hours,” said Khand-
bahale Umesh Ganpat, Jalpai-
guri district superintendent of
police.

In Sikkim too, senior officials
said, four more bodies were
found on Monday. “There were

continued on 13
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FLOOD VICTIMS

32 bodies found inside the terri-
tory of Sikkim till Sunday. Four
more have been recovered since
then,” said Bikash Basnet, press
secretary to chief minister Tam-
ang.

Over the past five days, cen-
tral agencies, army personnel
and state authorities have been
involved in frantic search and
rescue operations, after flash
floods caused by the GLOF in the
Lhonak Lake caused the Teesta
to swell, damaging human habi-
tation, the Bardang army camp,
several hydel projects and arte-
rial roads such as National High-
way 10, crucial for communica-
tion in a mountain state.

Lieutenant colonel Mahendra
Rawat, chief public relations
officer said in a statement on
Monday that the army has pre-
pared a list of stranded people at
Chaten, Lachen, Lachung and
Thangu in north Sikkim. This
list, which includes 63 foreign
nationals, is being used to facili-
tate food, medical aid, accom-
modation and telephones till the
evacuation process is complete,
Rawatsaid.

Soldiers of the Trishakti Corps
have also been able to move past
difficult terrain and have
reached the isolated village of
Rabom to the north-west of
Chungthang to rescue a batch of
between 150 and 200 civilians
while the army and the Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP) per-
sonnel have also built a log
bridge over Lachen Chu con-
necting Chungthang to Pegong,
the statement said.

Meanwhile a six member
inter-ministerial team sent by
the Union government visited
the affected areas of Golitar,
Singtam and Dikchu in Gangtok
on Monday. The team will assess
the ground situation and recom-
mend short and long term resto-
ration work, Sikkim officials
said.

The National Crisis Manage-
ment Committee (NCMC),
headed by cabinet secretary
Rajiv Gauba also met on Mon-
day, with the members briefed
by Sikkim chief secretary VB
Pathak. Gauba said that the
evacuation of people should be
the immediate priority for agen-
cies, both state and central, that
are working on the ground, and
the union government would
offer all support possible.
Pathak said that the weather
conditions had improved on
Monday, with evacuation proc-
esses now in full swing, and that

l § Enwave

the weather forecast would stay
favourable for the next three
days.

Pathak however said that sev-
eral affected areas had been
completely cut off because of the
destruction of infrastructure,
and with the permanent con-
struction of new motorable
roads and bridges a long term
process, bailey bridges were
being constructed for the time
being. He added that the state
government had corresponded
with Indian Space Research
Organisation (Isro) chairman S
Somanath, and had requested
for surveillance over the South
Lhonak and Shako Chu lakes to
prevent any further calamities.

GROUND REPORT

ernance, and in turn, trickle
down to upliftment on the
ground.

Yet, 30 years after the 73rd
amendment, while there have
been benefits, there is also evi-
dence on the ground that there
is a long road to emancipation.
Data from the 2011 Census pegs
Malarna Doongar as the tehsil
in India that has the largest lit-
eracy gap between men and
women. The average literacy is
60.79%. But 78.79% of the
males are literate, with only
41.03% for women, a difference
of 37.75 percentage points. In
fact, an analysis of the top 5
tehsils with such a difference in
India shows that all five are in
Rajasthan, with three in Sawai
Madhopur district alone. To be
sure, there are districts with
considerably lower literacy
percentages for women, but
those typically — some are
tribal districts in Chhattisgarh
— have correspondingly low
percentages for male literacy as
well.

In terms of districts with
such a large difference in liter-
acy rates between men and
women, it is also clear that
Rajasthan has a problem. Eight
of the top 10 districts (with
Sawai Madhopur the highest)
are in the state. The only two
exceptions in the top 10 are
Ramban in Jammu, and Nuh in
Haryana.

In Gambhira, one of the vil-
lages in Malarna Doongar,
asked if women make better
sarpanches, a pall of silence
falls across the Meena house-
hold. Twenty-three-year-old
Jaskaur Meena, who finished a
Master of Arts (MA) in history
from a college in Sawai Madho-
pur in 2021, hides behind her
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T.N. Assembly adopts
resolution seeking
release of Cauvery
water from Karnataka

The Hindu Burean

CHENMAI

The Tamil Nadu Assembly
on Monday adopted a reso-
lution urging the Union go-
vernment to direct Karnata-
ka to release water to Tamil
Madu as mandated in the fi-
nal judgment of the Su-
preme Court. All political
parties, except the BJP, wel:
comed the resolution
moved by Chief Minister
ML.E. Stalin.

Moving the resolution,
Mr. Stalin contended thart
Karnataka was creating an
“artificial crisis® by not re-
leasing the share of water
due to Tamil Nadu, despite
the steps being taken by his
government. Tamil Nadu
would continue to insist on
its share of water at the next
meeting of the Cauvery Wa-
ter Regularion Committee
on Wednesday.

“The Cauvery water s vi-
tal for the people of Tamil
Nadu... We would not give it
up under any circumstanc:
es. The Union government
should act appropriately
and get the Cauvery water
for the people of Tamil Na-
du,” Mr. Stalin said.

Resolution welcomed
Leader of the Opposition
and ATADMK general secre-
tary Edappadi K. Palaniswa-
mi welcomed the resolu-
tion, but said the
government should exert
political pressure to get the
water, He also asked the go-
vernment about the steps
being taken to supply drink-
ing water to 20 districts un-
til the Cauvery water was re-
ceived from Karnataka or
the State received rain.
Vanathi Srinivasan of the
BIP wanted the text of the

resolution modified and de-
manded that the State go-
vermnment support national-
isation of rivers and a
national legislation on dam
safety. She said the BJP sup-
ported the cause of the Ta-
mil Nadu farmers, but ques-
tioned the stand adopted by
the State government on
different situations. She
said the situation was better
when the BIP ruled Karna-
taka. With no response
from the government to her
demand for modifying the
text of the resolution, she
staged a walkout with her
party members.

Addressing the media la-
ter, she said her party was
not satisfied with the resolu-
tion as it did not move to-
wards a permanent solution
to safeguard Tamil Nadu's
rights. Ms. Srinivasan
blamed the DMK for its al-
leged inability to leverage
its alliance with the Con-
gress, the ruling party in
Karnataka, to ensure that
the State's share of water
was released.

She pointed out that the
DME opposed the Dam 5a-
fety Bill passed by the Un-
ion government in Parlia-
ment, which, according 1o
her, would have ensured a
permanent solution for the
Cauvery issue.

K. Selvaperumthagai of
the Congress; G.K. Mani of
the PMK; M. Sinthanai Sel-
van of the VCK; K. Mari-
muihu of the CPI; V.P. Na-
gaimaali of the CPI(M); M.
Jagan Moaorthy; T. Velmuru-
gan; E.R. Eswaran; M.H. Ja-
wahirullah; and T. Sadhan
Thirumalaikumar spoke in
support of the resolution,
The Speaker later declared
the resolution adopted
“unanimously”.
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HIMALAYANDISASTERS

Warnings unheeded

Persistinglapses in
preparedness become
evident as glacier-related
calamities claim lives and
repeatedly devastate the
region
RASHME SEHGAL
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cier-related disasters, each bearing

an uncanny resemblance to its pre-
decessor. The questionarises:whathas
been our learning curve from these
disasters, which have resulted in the
loss ofthousands oflives and extensive
damage o property runninginto kakhs
of crores?

Consider the Kedarnath tragedy in
June 2013, Like in all parts of the up-
per Himalayas, glaciers are melting,
and the melt water at the snout of the
Cherabari glacier formed a lake, the
Chorabari Lake, located at a height of
3,960) feet, almost two kilometres up-
stream of Kedarnath, Unprecedented
rainfall from June 13 inthe upper Him-
alayasledtothe lake breaching on June
17. A massive flood of water, complete
with debris and boulders, powered
down the slopes of Kedarnath and into
the Mandakini River. Not only did the

“flash floods wipe out the town of Kedar-
nath, but sc-vcml m:’ner towns located

ished, and the exactdeathtoll remains
uncertain, witha government estimate -
over 5,000 missng,
Climare change has altered Hima-
layan weather patterns, Typically, Jan-
uary and February see heavy snowfall
in the upper Himalayas. In February
2021, anunusual warm spell i
a combination of snow and rainfall in
these higher altitudes, Scientists are
divided on whether a part of a glacier
broke off or whether a massive ava-
lanche brought down boulders and
debris that caused a flood in the Ri.'-l'l-
ofthe Alaknanda Ri

mtel..%labmmmwerewmlmdm
immediately;and the precise number
of missing workers is not available;
co-workers claim the number of those
dead to be around 200, The sinsation
ﬁwmmwmmm
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The Supreme Court had ordered all
hydropower projects in India to com-
% install carly warning systems
in project, butthese

orders are often flouted or simply ig-
nored.

A similar incident occurred in Sik-
kim, which also witnessed a glacial
lake outburst flow, this time from the
Lhonak lake, whichwas formed due to
the melting of a glacier. While the
cier has been shrinking, the size of the
lake has been steadily increasing, and
by 2019, the lake covered 1.35 square
kilometres.

This year. the northern part of Sik-
kim is witnessing heavy rainfall. Be-
cause of its remoteness, the India Me-
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has not been

i} 'Ii:lu'min&l] dataforthisarea.
nglﬁs.dmefm isthatheavy rain-
fallsaw the waters of the lake breachits

sides late on October 3, bringing with
t vast amounts of cebris and boulders

it the Teesta River.

Once again, in a case of criminal

‘negligence, there was no early warn-

ing system to warn residents living
fn‘g‘m of the impending disas-
ter. The force of the Teesta river can
be gauged from the fact that it ook a
mere ten minutes for the flood waters
to destroy India’s second largest run-of-
the-river project, the 1,200-MW Tees-
ta Urja located berween the towns of
Chungthang and Manganinnorth Sik-
kim, Builtat a costof Rs 14,000 crore,
today, to build a dam of this size would
cost over Rs 24,000 crore.

The executive chairman of Sikkim
Urja Ltd, earlier called Teesta Ura Ltd,
mldmepremllm“hendxgmmiwda
warning from the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police, they rushed a team 1o open the
gates of the dam, but the force of the

-wis 50 enormous that the team
i

intheir mission, having managed

to save their own lives. Manuial oper-
ations were required, exposing flaws
in the electrified and automatic func-
tioming of the dam gates. This reflects
poorky on the functioning of the Central
wmmﬂmMﬁMﬂ!
functioning of in the country.
The resultis one more tragedy where
there are still no definite numbers of
people dead, but already the Sikkim

gla-  chief minister has declared this 1o be

a state disaster, with several towns,
including Dikchu and Rango, reeling
under the flood waters. 3everal people
hawve lost their lives, including a large
number of army personnel.
mﬁm”hwﬁ hﬂmﬂﬁ;ﬂiﬂ-
ident, many workers are tra a
network of mnnels in the Chungthang
region. A team of 60 rescuers from the
Narionka Disaster Rapid Foree has been
sent to try and rescue them; whether
they survive for long in these extreme
altitudes is anyone's guess.

Despite warnings from scientists
over the past three decades, the upper
Himalayan region continuesto face the
threat of Glacial Lake Outburst Floods
(GLOFs). Scientists from the Indian In-
stitute of Science, Bengaluru, who had
visited north Sikkim to study the phe-
nomenon of GLOF, had warned that
Sikkim had as many as 25 glacial lakes
Mwenpmmﬁairkkfmmﬁrm

Experts, including scientist
Chopra, have repeatedly emphasised
that the upper Himalayan regions are
unsuitable for hydroelectric projects.
In a report on this subject prepared
for the Ministry of Environment and
Forests over adecadeago, Chopraem-
phasised that regions at an elevation
above 2,000 metres are unsuitable for
such projects due totheir vulnerability
o avalanches and unstable moraines
left behind by retreating glaciers.
The construction of power projects
further destabilises these ecological-
Iy vulnerable areas as they generate
tonnes of debris that are dumped in
the rivers.

Extreme weather events are on the
rise, and this hasresultedinanincrease
in landslides. While the immediate
focus of the Ministry of Power will be
to assess the damage caused to the
hydroelectric projects in Sikkim and
operationalise them at the earliest,
it neads, in the long run, to come up
with a strategy whereby new
should be kickstaried in only
areas that can satel}r withstand the
increasing vagaries of extreme cli-
mate-induced mhmincs.

{The writer &5 @ Delfi-based senior
Journalist)
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