STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana government re-
quested the Krishna River
Management Board (KRMB)
to immediately stop water
diversion through Pothired-
dypadu Head Regulator
since it is in violation of
RKWDT-1 Award. Xt also
urged the board to take ac-
tion against the AP govern-
ment for diverting water.

In a letter to the KRMB
Chairman, Telangana Engi-
neer-in-Chief (General) Irri-
gation and Command Area
Development department C
Muralidhar said Srisailam
project was conceived as an
hydro-electric project and
Planning Commission sanc-
tioned it as an hydro-electric
project only. KWDT-I has
also considered it as hydro-
electric project and allocated
33 TMC for evaporation
losses without any diversion
for irrigation, he said.

In Inter-State agreements
of 1976 and 1977, all the three
riparian States agreed to di-
vert 15 TMC from Srisailam
reservoir to Madras for
drinking water supply, dur-
ing July to October, to be
conveyed through an open
line channel from Srisailam
to Penna designed to carry a
discharge not exceeding 1500
cusecs. It was also stipulated
that the system was utilized
only for water supply to
Chennai, In 1981, the Plan-
ning Commission gave clear-
ance for Srisailam Right
Bank Canal (SRBC) for a re-
allocation of 19 TMC (out of
811 TMC allocated to AP) to
be diverted from Srisailam,

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) while ap-
proving SRBC, stated that
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KRMB urged to stop
water diversion

AP diverting water through Pothireddypadu Head Regulator, says Telangana

The Srisailam project was conceived as an hydroelectric project.

the components of “the ap-
proach channel, head regu-
lator, 16.34 km long main
canal up to cross regulator
at the tail end (including the
cross regulator) are pro-
posed to serve Madras city
water supply also.”

The report states “The
total water requirements of
19 TMC earmarked for the
project area to be drawn
from Srisailam reservoir
duting flood period of Kt-
ishna rivet (July to October)
and regulated into SRBC at
Banakacherla regulator.”
Hence, the total water to be
drawn from Srisailam reser-
voir is 34 TMC during flood
petiod from July to October,

The capacities of Sri-
sailam Right Main Canal
(SRMC) and three regula-
tors approved by the CWC
are to discharge under flood
flow conditions are Head
Regulator from Srisailam
Reservoir, cross regulator at
the end of main canal to fill
Gorakallu and Owk reser-
voirs of SRBC and a regula-
tor on the left side of main
canal upstream of cross reg-
ulater to feed the link chan-
nel which joins the Velu-

godu reservoit of Madras
water supply.

In 1984, disregarding the
Inter-State agreements, the
CWC  approvals and
KWDT-I Award, AP in-
creased the SRMC to 20,000
cusecs, as against originally
designed capacity of 11,150
cusecs. It increased regula-
tor capacity of link channel
to Madras water supply to
11,150 cusecs and the regula-
tor capacity of SRBC to
11,150 cusecs apart from in-
troducing a new regulator
called escape regulator with
a capacity of 11,150 cusecs.

As per letter and spirit of
the Inter-State agreements,
Planning Commission ap-
proval and KWDT -l award,
canal intended for the
Madras water supply should
not have any irrigation com-
ponent. Contrary to this,
erstwhile AP enhanced the
capacity of the regulator.

The escape channel was,
in fact, provided to supply
water to KC Canal ayacut
which is totally in contra-
vention to the KWDT-I
Award, Planning Commis-
sion approval and interstate
agreements. The capacity of

SRBC regulator was also en-
hanced to provide irrigation
tomore areas contrary to the
KWDT-I Award and Plan-
ning Common approvals.

Furthet, before KWDT-11,
TS was contesting the real-
location of return flows gen-
erated inside basin by utili-
sations in  Telangana
projects and savings of a
project whose allocations
are protected on the basis of
historical use by the KWDT-
I to SRBC project which
serves entirely outside
basin.

The flood flows should be
drawn at +880 ft and above
levels of Srisailam reservoir
and not at lower levels, The
required quantum of 1500
cusecs for Madras water
supply and 750 cusecs for
SRBC can be diverted at
lower levels with a mini-
mum draw level of +854 ft.

Hence, it is not entitled to
draw this 2250 cusecs
(1500+750cusecs)  below
+854 ft even during mon-
soon period flood Hows, It
was not intended that the
levels have to be build up
the Srisailam reservoirs to
+854 ft to facilitate the
drawls of 2250 cusecs.

Later, the SRMC further
was increased to 44000
cusecs capacity in 2006, and
now enhancing to 88,000
cusecs. Also, an additional
regulator for Galeru Nagari
Sujala Sravanthi (GNSS)
with 22,000 cusecs at Ba-
nakachetla was constructed,

Keeping these in view, the
Telangana government has
urged the KRMB to allow
AP to draw only 34 TMC of
water during flood period
through PRP Head Regula-
tor and SRMC above +880 ft
level.
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Porunai River Civilization
dates back to 3,200 years

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

Carbon dating analysis of rice
with soil found in a burial urn
in Sivakalaiin southern Tamil
Nadu during an archaeolog-
ical excavation has revealed
thattheygobackto 1155 BCE.

This means the Porunai
River (Thamirabarani) civ-
ilisation in Tirunelveli and
Thoothukudi districts of Ta-
mil Nadu dates back to 3,200
years, much older, albeit for
now, than the Vaigai River civ-
ilisation whichis believed to be
2,600 yearsold.

The findings by Beta An-
alytical Lab in Florida, was
announced by Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Thursday in the
Assembly. The latest finding

has once again narrowed the
gap between civilisations in
thesouth and the Indus Valley
Civilisation.

“Itis the duty of this govern-
ment to scientifically prove
that the history of the Indian
sub-continent is written from
the Tamil landscape,” Stalin
said and added thatamuseum
displaying artefacts will be set
up. He said the government
will carry out excavations
in neighbouring states and
countries to explore Tamil
roots. Studies will be carried
out in Pattanam in Kerala,
with similar plans at Talakad
inKarnataka, Vengiin Andhra
Pradesh and Palurin Orissa.

The findings come amid
discoveries from excavations
in Sivagangai district.



Jasjeev.Gandhiok

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Satyendar Jain,
Delhiwater ministerand Del-
hi Jal Board chairman, chai-
red a meeting on the revival
and rejuvenation of water bo-
dies in the city on Thursday
and set a deadline of two ye-
ars to revive 22 key lakes and
200 waterbodies in the capi-
tal. Jain said the different
aspects of reviving each wa-
terbody has been studied.
The lakes are to be developed
into landscaped tourist spots
and will be fed year-round
with water from existing or
newsewage treatment plants,

“The lakes should have cle-
anwaterthroughouttheyear It
must be ensured that maxi-
mum groundwater is rechar-
ged through these waterbodi-

" Jain told the meeting
"Sludgsandsolld waste should
be cleaned and the ecosystem
rejuvenated, The lakes should
be develuped as public spaces
with properlandscaping.”

Jain added, “The lands-
caping should fransform the
sites in such a way that they
attract attention and find a
placeon themaps of everyto-
uristacross the world.”
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Yr Deadline To Revive Delhi’s
22 Key Lakes, 200 Waterbodies

Jain Instructs Officials To Transform Landscape To Attract Global Tourists

» 22 key lakes and 200

waterbodies will be revived

across Delhi over two years

using recycled water

» Landscaping to be

done for a number of

waterbodies and lakes

to make them attraction

points for visitors

> Sludge and solid waste

to be removed regularly

50 that the waterbodies

remain clean

> Additional recharge

wells to be created near

these waterbodies and

lakes to increase their

water recharging capacity;

nearby drains canying 22 LAKES BEING REJUVENATED

clean rainwater to be  Pappankalan STP lake, Dwarka WTP lake, Nilothi STP lake,

linked to them " Najafgarh STP lake, Rohini STP lake, Iradat Nagar lake, Timarpur

> DJB currently working on  lake, Tikri Khurd lake, Sanjay Lake, Shahdara link drain lake, Sonia

45 waterbodies, expected ‘Vihar pond, Roshanara lake, Satpula lake, Bhalswa lake,

to be completed by the end = Hauz Khas, Paschim Vihar, Tihar lake, Rajghat lake, Todapur lake,

of this year ‘Smriti Van lake, Indira Jheel, Sanoth lake

Toexpeditework, Jainbi- receive recycled water thro-  structed the officials to create

furcated the responsibilities ughout the year from STPs additional recharge wells near
between Delhigovernment’s  evenastheirrigation &flood  waterbodiesandlakestoincrea-
two engineering depart- control department will se their waterrecharging capa-
ments. In addition, DJB will workonthelandscaping: cities. He further directed them
ensure that the waterbodies In the meeting, Jainalso in-  toseethatdrains carryingclean

rainwater wereconnectedtone-
arby pondsand lakes.

Some of the key waterbo-
dies among the 22 that are set
to berejuvenated include the
Hauz Khas Lake, Sanjay Lake
in east Delhi, Roshanara La-
ke, Bhalswa Lake, Timarpur
Oxidation Lake and Rohini
Lake, thelasttwohavingbeen
designated as key projects by
the DJB chairman.

“The rejuvenation of Ti-
marpur Oxidation Lake and
Rohini Lake are two of our
most important projects.
These lakes should be resto-
red as per expectations and
the officials should work
hard to make the plan yield
the planned results,” said Ja-
in. While the Timarpur wa-
terbody is spread across 38
acres, the Rohini Lake occu-
piesaspaceof 40acres.

DJB is already working
on reviving 45 waterbodies,
and the work isexpected tobe
completed by the end of the
year. These ponds were large-
ly dealing with the direct se-
wage inflow from nearby are-
as. Officialssaid thattotackle
this problem, decentralised
sewage treatment plants are
being installed for site-speci-
fic treatment of wastewater.
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‘Corpses didn’t
contaminate
Ganga water’

Faryal Rumi| Tnn

Patna: No trace of the novel
coronavirus was found in wa-
ter samples collected from the
Ganga in some Bihar and Ut-
tar Pradesh districts where
bodies of suspected Covid-19
victims had washed ashore a
fewmonthsago,accordingtoa
multi-agency study anchored
by the National Mission for
Clean Ganga.

“Our teams collected sam-
plesin two phasesfrom several
districts of Bihar and UP and
sent them to CSIR-IITR Luck-
now. Thereport will be official-
ly released in a couple of days.
The main finding is that the
water had not been contami-
nated by bodies supposedly in-
fected with the virus,” state
pollution control board chair-
person Ashok Ghosh said.
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ARMY VETERANS RAISE
GANGA REJUVENATION
AWARENESS THROUGH
9,000-KM WALKATHON

New Delhi: A group of Army vet-
erans has walked 5,530 km
across the countryin 190 days to
raise awareness on rejuvenating
the Ganga.

The Army veterans, under
the banner of Atulya Ganga, have
come up with a Ganga Health
Dashboard for water quality, a
plan to close 329 nullahs trick-
ling into the river and a model
defining Ganga as a legal entity,
astatement said. In the course of
their journey, from Gangotri to
Ganga Sagar they came up with
solutions after consultations
with stakeholders.

Over the next five years, they
will also conduct a mass com-
munication drive with aware-
ness talks along the river banks,
tree plantation drives, involve lo-
cal communities, work for the
Nishad (fisherfolk) community
and campaign to include Ganga
rejuvenation in school syllabus,
the statement said.

Atulya Ganga co-founder
Manoj Keshwar argued for de-
marcating the land that can be
called as Ganga river and its
floodplains, and the need to re-
thinkdams and barrages in view
of flooding in the Himalayas. ENS



Mukesa Tanpon

TR NI NS

PANIPAT, SEFTEMBER &

To assess the pollution level
in the Yamuna and Ghag-
gar, the Haryana State Pol-
lution Control  Board
(HSPCB) has started set-
ting up real-time water
quality monitoring stations
(RTWQMS).

The Centre Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) had
recently launched the
National Water Quality
Monitoring  Programme
(NWQMP) and decided to
install the real-time moni-
toring stations to assess the
quality of the water bodies
with the support of the state
pollution boards.

Now, the HSPCB has
decided to set up five such
stations — three for the
Yamuna in Yamunanagar,
Panipat and Sonepat districts
and two stations forthe Ghag-
gar at Panchkula and Sirsa.

Sources said the HSPCB
would observe several
parameters, including pH,
turbidity, conductivity, tem-
perature, dissolved oxygen,
dissolved ammonia, bio-
chemical oxygen demand,
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5 quality monitoring stations
for Yamuna, Ghaggar soon

Two realtime water quality menitoring stations are being
established for Ghaggar river in Panchkula. FiLe rHOTO

TO BE INSTALLED BY DECEMBER-END

86 e tendering process is under way and we are
hoping that the stations will be installed by December-
end. The approximate cost of each station will be over
Rs 50 lakh. sNarayanan, wewser screrany, kswce

chemical oxygen demand,
nitrates and chlorides in the
nver water onlhine.

The stations will be opera-
tional in a realtime mode
and the central station will
be able to access the data
from any of these stations.

S Narayanan, Member
Secretary, HSPCB, said
they had started the work

on the process to install the
RTWQMS.

The board has decided to
install RTWQMS on the
basis of *3+2 formula” —
three stations on the Yamu-
na and two on the Ghaggar.

The stations will help
them to identify the places
where the Yamuna and
Ghaggar were more pollut-

ed and the contribution of
the states to the pollution of
the water bodies, he added.

Notably, the pollution
level in the Yamuna has
been a bone of contention
between Delhi and
Haryana. The Delhi Gow-
ernment has  blamed
Haryana for polluting the
Yamuna several times.

“We will install five sta-
tions as a pilotproject,” said
Narayanan.

“The places finalised for
the installation of the
RTWQMS  are  Majri
Chowk in Panchkula,
Ottu Weir in Sirsa, Tajew-
ala on Hathnikund Bar-
rage in Yamunagar, Yamu-
na Bridge in Panipat and
the Eastern Peripheral
Way on the Delhi border
in Sonepat,” he said.
“Tendering process is
underway and we are hop-
ing that the stations will
be installed by December-
end,” Narayanan said.

Though the final cost of
the RTWQMS will be clear
afterthe tender process, the
approximate cost of each
station will be over Rs 50
lakh, he said.
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TS shoots another
missive to KRMB

Demands AP to stop illegal
diversion of Srisailam water

HANs NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

WITH the return of Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao to Hyderabad, the
State Government has de-
cided to continue its fight
over utilisation of Krishna
waters. The Irrigation de-
partment shot off another
letter to KRMB (Krishna
River Management Board)
demanding to stop Andhra
Pradesh fromillegal diver-
sion of water from Sri-
sailam and allow only use
of 34 tmc ft of water from
Pothireddypadu Head
Regulator.

It may be mentioned
here that the Irrigation de-
partment had written
more than a dozen letters
to the KRMB against
Andhra Pradesh on issues
related to Krishan waters.

State Engineer - In-
Chief C Muralidharlodged
a complaint with the board
onunauthorised construc-
tion of Andhra projects -
Pothireddypadu, SRMC
(Srisailam Right Main

Continued from P1

Bank Canal), Ba-
nakacherla regulator (Sri-
sailam Right Bank Canal
SRBC), Escape Regulator
and regulator for link
channel. He said that the
capacity of the SRBC reg-
ulator was enhanced to
provide irrigation to more
areas contrary to the
KWDT-1 (Krishna Water
Dispute Tribunal-1) award.
The letter said SRMC
capacity was increased to
44,000 cusecs in 2006
and now enhanced to
88,000 cusecs. Also, an
additional regulator for
GNSS (Galeru Nagari Su-
jalaSravanti) with 22,000
cusecs at Banakacherla
was constructed. All
these projects were con-
structed disrespecting
the inter-state agree-
ments, CWC approvals
and KWDT-1 award. Mu-
ralidhar reiterated that
the Srisailam project was
conceived as a hydro -
electric project and the
Planning Commission
also approved.
Continued on Page 7

The KWDT-1had allocated 33 tmc ft for evaporation
losses without any diversions from it for irrigation.
He said, “Escape Regulator is a misnomer and it is ac-
tually intended for providing irrigation. The escape
channel was, in fact, provided to supply water to the
KC canal ayacut which is totally in contravention to
the KWDT-1 award, the Planning Commission ap-
proval and interstate agreements.” The Irrigation offi-
cials said that the TS government would continue the
fight against the diversion of Krishnawater by AP out-
side the basin until the board takes measures in ac-
cordance with the agreements.
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Centre submits report to
NGT on Rayalaseema project

HANS NEWS SERVICE

THE Central government on
Wednesday submitted its report
on the controversial Ray-
alaseema Lift Irrigation Scheme
of Andhra Pradesh to the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
Chennai.

The, Union Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests in the re-
port stated that it had stopped
the works of the project now. It
mentioned a report submitted
by the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) on the
project. It also told the tribunal

about the permissions and clear-
ances related to environment.

Meanwhile, AP government
has urged the tribunal to con-
serve their arguments over the
competency of the tribunal to
take action regarding the alleged
violations committed by it. The
government sought time from
the tribunal on the issue. The tri-
bunal adjourned the matter to
Septemberlé.

It may be noted here that the
Telangana government had al-
ready submitted pictures and
videos to the tribunal to prove
that the works on the project
were going on at the project site.
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‘Water bodies to be revived; transformed into tourist Spots’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Water
Minister Satyendar Jain on
Thursday said that water bod-
ies, including lakes, in the city
will be revived through sustain-
able methods and transformed
into tourist spots,

The minister also directed
officials to complete the work
of revival and rejuvenation of
22 lakes and 200 water bodies
in two years, according to an
official statement.

Ecosystems around lakes
will be rejuvenated using native
plants species, Jain, who is also
the chairperson of the Delhi Jal
Board (D]B), said in a meeting
to review water body and lake

There should be no delay
in work due to improper inter-
departmental coordination. The
lakes should remain filled with
clean water throughout the year.

rejuvenation projects.
According to the statement,

Jain said that lakes in Delhi

will be transformed into tour-

It should be ensured that
maximum groundwater is
recharged through these water
bodies, he said.

The statement quoted the
minister as also saying, The lakes
should be developed as public
spaces with proper landscaping.

He gave a deadline of two
years to officials to complete
revival and rejuvenation work
of all 22 lakes and 200 water
bodies.

Jain said that sludge and
solid waste in lakes should be
cleaned and the ecosystem
should be rejuvenated.

The landscape of all the lakes
including the rejuvenated ones
should be worked upon. To
achieve this, we will take the

help of experts. The landscape
of the lakes should be trans-
formed in such a way that they
become the centre of attraction
for people and be on the maps of
every tourist across the world,
Jain said.

He also instructed officials to
create additional recharge wells
near water bodies and lakes to
increase their water recharg-
ing capacity.

The minister directed that
drains carrying clean rainwater
should be connected to nearby
water bodies and lakes.

According to the statement,
the Delhi Jal Board (D]B) is
working on 45 water bodies
and is expected to complete its
work by the end of this year.
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Centreincreases MSP for
wheat by 340 per quintal

SNS &PTI
MEW DELHI, B5EFTEMBER

Thegovernment today hiked
the minimum support price
forwheatbyRs40toBs 2,015
per quintal and for mustard
seed by Rs 400 to Rs 5,050 per
gquintal for the current crop
vear in order to boost crop area
aswell as income of farmers.

Thedecisionto increasethe
MSPs (minimum support
prices) was taken at a meet-
ing of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs
{CCEA), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

MSPisthe rate atwhich the
government buys the grain
from farmers. Currently, the
governmentfixes M5Ps for23
crops grown in both kharif and
rabiseasons.

Sowing of rabi (winter)
crops begins from October
immediately after the har-
vestofkharif (summer) crops.
Wheat and mustard aremajor
rabicrops.

According to an official
release, the CCEA has approved
increase in MSPs for sixrabi
cropsforthe 2021-22 crop year
{ July-June) and 2022 -23 mar-
keting season.

Wheat MSP has been
increased by Bs 40toBRs 2,015

per quintal for this crop year
from Rs 1,975 per quintal in
the 2020-21 crop year.

The cost of production of
wheatis estimated at Rs 1,008
per quintal, the release said.

The government has pro-
cured a record of over 43 mil-
lion tons of wheat during
2021-22 rabi marketing sea-
son, as per official data.

The support price of bar-
ley has been hiked by Rs 35
toRs 1,635 per quintal for the
2021-22 crop year from Rs
1,600 per quintal in the pre-
vious year.

Among pulses, the MSP for
gram has been increased by
Rs 130 to Bs 5,230 per quin-
tal from Rs 5,100 per quintal
while that for lentil {masur)
has been hiked by Rs 400 to
Rs 5,500 per quintal from Rs
5,100 per quintal.

Inthe caseofoilseeds, the
government has increased
the MSP for mustard seed by
Rs 400 to Bs 5,050 per quin-
tal for the 2021-22 crop year
from Rs 4,650 per quintal in
the previous year.

The MSP for safflower has
been raised by Rs 114 to Rs
5441 per quintal from Rs
5,327 per quintal.

"Government has
increased the MSP of rabi
crops for the 2022-23 rabi
marketing season to ensure
remunerative prices to the
growers for their produce,” the
release said.

The government said the
increase in MSPs for of rabi
crops for the 2022-23 mar-
keting season is in line with
the Union Budget 2018-19
announcement of fixing the
MS5Ps at alevel of at least 1.5
times of the average cost of
production, aiming a rea-
sonably fair remuneration
for farmers

"The expected returns to
farmersover their costof pro-
duction are estimated to be
highest in case of wheat and
mustard seed (100 per cent
each), followed by lentil {79
per cent), gram (74 per cent
); barley (60 per cent) and saf-
flower (50 per cent)," itadded.
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MSP HIKES
NEED TO BE
SUPPLEMENTED
BY HIGHER
YIELDS: EXPERTS

The Minimum Support Price (MSP) of rabi crops
forthe 2022-23 marketing season, which will
start from April, was announced on
Wednesday. The maximum rise was reserved
foroilseeds and pulses, while the least increase
was for cereals, in this case wheat. But some
experts feel that just increasing the MSP
without a rise inyields and without a big rise in
procurement doesn‘t serve the purpose,
“Increasing MSP is good but it has its own
limitations as beyond a point itwill start
pinching the consumers, Therefore, MSP hikes
need to be supplemented by rising yields which
can happen through betterseeds and better
farming practices," said Bimal Kothari, vice-
chairman of Indian Pulses and Grains
Association (IPGA). Meanwhile, in the Rabi
2022-23 report, the CACP — which recommends
the price — said the cost of production data for
crops comes with a two-year lag, which makes
projections difficult. Business Standard looks at
the MSP hikes of main rabi crops in the last 10
years and their percentage rise compared to
previous years.
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