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,He\arin‘g over SYL canal in apex cou rtv'today
Punjab's latest stand
basis of our plea: CM

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 10

A day before the Supreme
Court hearing in the Sut-
lej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal case, Chief Minister

Manohar Lal Khattar °

' today said the all-party

meeting by Punjab, reject-
ing Haryana’s share of
water, would be the basis
of its argument.

“The apex court has so far
called for an amicable solu-
tion. The Centre has also
been given responsibility,
but the Punjab Govern-
ment has given a clear
answer that it is not ready
to share river waters,”
Khattar said while talking
to mediapersons.

“The all-party meeting by
Punjab will be the basis of
our  arguments.  The
Supreme Court has sug-
gested an amicable solu-
tion, which has been reject-
ed as  Punjab  has
backtracked,” he said in
‘reply to a query.

“Our plea will be to press
upon the apex court to
decide the matter. We will

" abide by the decision. It has

been in our favour earlier.
No matter what method is

suggested with responsibil-

ity entrusted with the Cen-
tre, the SYL canal will be
constructed soon,” said the
Chief Minister.

Punjab’s all-party meet-
ing on January 23, chaired
by Chief
Amarinder Singh, decided
on a reassessment of water
availability, with the Centre
ensuring that its river

waters were not - trans-

ferred from basin areas to
non-basin areas.
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#6The apex court has so
far called for an
amicable solution. The
Centre has also been

given responsibility, but -
the Punjab Government
_has given a clear answer

that it is not ready to
share river waters.9®
Manohar Lal Khattar, CHIEF MINISTER

" Minister

On July 9 last year, the
Supreme Court stated, “We
request the Chief Ministers
of both states to form a com-
mittee of officers and
ensure that both of them
deliberate with the inter-

vention of the Central gov-
ernment at the highest lev-

el and, if possible, to work
out a solution.”

“We hope and trust that
functionaries of = both

“states will rise to the occa-

sion to find out a solution
which is in the interest of
all and ultimately, if this
court is required to hear
the matter on merit, defi-
nitely we will do so,” the
apex court had observed.

Plan roflled out for tapsin every household

Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat on

Monday informed the Rajya Sabha that the Union

Government had launched Jal Jeevan Mission (JJ‘M) to
usehold, as well as public institution to have

enable every ho
functional tap co
schools, anganwari centres, h
buildings, community bathrooms an
estimated outlay for the mission is Rs
which the Central share is Rs 2.08 lakh crore. The

programme is planned to be implemented in five years. i

nnections. The public institutions include
ealth centres, gram panchyat
dtoilets in villages. The
3.6 lakh crore out of

BT
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Hry goes all out to check canal Water theft

GEETANJALI GAYATRI t‘“

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 10
Dry canal tail-ends can hope
to see irrigation water flow in
this season with a little help
from the Haryana Police.
The Imgatmn Department is
all set'to rope in police per-
sonnel in a big way to check
water theft when the sowing
- season gets underway this

O  zer s (@3 )

CRACKING THE WHIP AHEAD OF SOWING SEASON

B Some unscrupulous farmers
steal canal water by laying
pipes during night, as a result
fields at taitend remaindry

® The Irrigation Dept has sought

~ assistance of 150 constables
and three DSPs to check theft

'Theltstwwebem d from

Fatehabad, Hi
Rohtak and Charkhi Dadri

Force (STF), constituted ear-
lier this month, has cracked
the whip and registered over
500 FIRs in just one week.
Sources said that though

there are eight pohce sta-
tions across the state for reg-
istering cases: reiat&d to pow-
er and water theft, the
department has now sought

year even as the Special Task

AN

Haryana goes all out to
check canal water theft

chronic tail-ends whmh g0
without water and also the task
of drawing up a “water-th

map based on the cases regis-
tered. “The over 40 dry tail-
ends have been reduced to
around 25, which present a
chronic problem. The STF has
been given the task of address-
ing the problem of these dry
tail-ends by rehabilitation of
the parent water channel
which may have been clogged
due to silting or the issue of

| water theft at the head. They

will ider\xj;ify theft-prone areas

and will take exhaustive meas-
ures to check the crime,” said
Additional Chief Secretary,
Trrigation, Devender Singh.
Since itis not possible for the

~ STF to curb this theft by itself

and the present staff deployed
at the eight police stations has
its hands full with the theft
cases, the department has |
sought a dedicated staff from
the Haryana Police.

Kadian said that the STF
had already begun work and
conducted massive raids last
week after its constitution. ¢

Ooooooog

a dedicated police force of
150 constables and three
Deputy Superintendents of
Police to check the rampant
water theft since these police
stations are essentially
focused on power pilferage.
This is in addition to the STF
constituted under the chair-
manship of Chief Engineer
Sathbir Singh Kadian with the
sole purpose of identifying
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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MP mulis right
ater legi i

Bhopal: The Kamal Nath
government is all set to
bring legislation in the ensu-
ing budget session of
Madhya Pradesh assembly
according access to water a
fundamental right. MP would
be the first state in the coun-
try to bring such legislation.
The draft bill on right to
water may be finalised by
experts in the field on
Tuesday, sources in chief
minister’s office (CMO) said
on Monday. The state gov-
ernment has convened a
meeting of experts to give
final shape to the draft bill
on right to water, sources
added. The state govern-
ment is planning to imple-
ment right to water in the
urban areas in MP in the first
phase and bring the rural
belt under its purview in the
next phase, sources said.
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