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Pollution down in Yamuna, but still 1,220
times higher than acceptable standards

A DROP IN THE OCEAN

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Yamuna's
water quality saw a slight im-
provement in April compared
with March, according toare-
port by Delhi Pollution Cont-
rol Committee. However, the
pollution level through faecal
coliform or untreated sewage
was still 1,220 times higher
than the desired standard.
The analysis showed com-
ponents like dissolved oxygen
(DO), biochemical oxygen de-
mand (BOD) and faecal coli-
form were within permissible
limits when the river entered
thecity But by the time it appro-
ached theexit point,a highlevel
of effluentsleftitmorepolluted.
Faecal coliform is found in
excretathat contaminates wa-
ter through untreated sewage.
The higher its level, the grea-
ter is the presence of disease-
causing pathogens in the wa-

ter. DO indicates the presence
of life in the water while BOD
isthe minimumoxygenrequi-
red by the river to break and
manageorganic matter.
Accordingtothe report, fa-
ecal coliform levels in the ri-
ver were 1,200 MPN (most pro-
bable number)/100ml at entry.
Atthe Asgarpur exit, after the
confluence of Shahdara and
Tughlaqabad drains, the le-
vels stood at 610,000
MPN/100ml — 244 times hig-
her than the maximum per-
missible limit of 2,500
MPN/100ml and 1220 times
higher than the desired
limit of 500 MPN/100ml. The
exit levels were worse in the
previous two months - they
stood at 8,40,000 MPN/100 ml
in March and 790,000
MPN/100mlin February.

nentially between Wazirabad
and ISBT bridge and worsened

» The total stretch of the river
in Delhi is about 48 km from
Palla to Okhla barrage
22km-long urban stretch from
Wazirabad barrage to Okhla
barrage is most polluted

» BOD is the minimum oxygen
required to treat or break the
biological/organic pollutants
in the water

» High BOD also depicts that
untreated sewage is present
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In April, the BOD levels, paredtoMarch, rangingbetwe- Whilethe BOD levels were nor-
which should not exceed 3 en25mg/land75mg/lagainst malatPalla, wheretheriveren-
mg/1, worsened slightly com- 2-70 mg/1 the previous month. tersDelhi, they increased expo-

i - Similarly, the DO le-
vel was within the safe limit
(8ml/1) atentry point, but dete-
riorated (close to nil) by the ti-
metheriver left the city.

ADPCC analysis in March
showed most sewage treat-
ment plantsdidn’t meet presc-
ribed standards. Out of 26
STPs inspected, only eight ca-
teringto120MGD (milliongal-
lons per day) of sewage met
the standards on COD, BOD
and total suspended solids.

“The quality of the river
fluctuates with the flow of wa-
ter, but the pollution sources
are consistent. At Signature
Bridge, the Yamuna entersthe
citybuttheflowisblockedand
diverted, after which sewage
from Najafgarh and 28 other
drains seeps into it, thereby
polluting it," said a Delhi Jal

Board official.
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MORE THAN A YEAR AFTER CHAMOLI DISASTER

NDMA Panel says ‘Do
Not Allow Construction

‘Develop mountain
zone regulation and
building bye-laws’

Near High Flood

Level’

the gaps and duplication of work of se-
veral academic-research institutions
such National Institute of Hydrology,
Roorkee, National Centre for Polar
and Ocean Research, Goa, Divecha
Centre, Bangalore, Geological Survey

Rahul.Tripathi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The National Disaster
Management Authority has re-
commended that religious places,
buildings and projects near high
flood level should not be allowed,
unless cleared by specific study.

The NDMA panel was formed after
a glacier crack in the Tapovan-Raini
area of Chamoli in Uttrakhand, mo-
re than a year ago, killed at least 83
persons. Several more went missing.
The disaster led to massive flooding
of Dhauliganga and Alaknanda ri-
vers and large-scale damage to
NTPC's power plant and Rishiganga
hydel project too. Lt Gen (retd) Syed
AtaHasnain wasoneof itsmembers.

The report which studied the causes
and impact of the Chamoli disaster
said that theavalanche wasnot identi-
fied by Isro’s remote sensing satellite.
“Itislearnt that there is alesser num-
ber of constellations of satellites in
inclined orbit to capture the event.
Therefore, it is recommended that Is-
ro may increase the constellation of
satellites to capture this kind of event
in the future innearreal-timeandale-
galframework suchasmountain zone
regulation, building bye-lawsneedsto
be developed,” the report said. It also
sought creation of an institute to ma-
nagedisasters in Uttarakhand.

The study said this was the first re-
ported incident of “glacier ice and
rock having a cascading impact of de-
bris flow” in India. Such type of rock
fall and glacier ice avalanche took pla-
ce in the Alps, the Russian Caucasus,
Canada, and Nepal. The reportflagged

of India, “working in silos in the field
f g

of v and glacier studies™.
“It is an appropriate time to create a
national level Centre for Glacial Rese-
arch Studies and Management as
mentioned in the NDMA guidelines
on management of Glacial Lake Out-
burst Flood to avoid duplication of ef-
forts in glacier studi-

es and research and

L3 cordial sharing of in-
formation and data
among existing insti-
tutions for presenting
theentire scenarios of
Himalayan glaciers at

inc- i
identofgla- 2 single platform and
cierice,rock reduce the future
havingcase- risks and hazards,™
adingimpact thereportsaid.

ofdebrisflow While observing
inIndia’ that Uttarakhand
Himalayas are geo-
tectonically fragile
O young mountain sy-
sterns and prone to
bW diferent typesofha-
zards, the study ur-
‘itisan ged the power mini-
to examine “al-
timetocreate fernative sources of
anational energy and conduct

levelCentre g4 separate study”.
'°". G"r‘d'?‘ “Theadverse effect of
studies’ climate change and

global warming is evi-
dent in Himalayan glaciers and moun-
tains in the formof glacier retreats, ex-
treme weather events. Therefore, this
is the time we have to share and learn
from the best practices available to mi-
nimise the impact of future hazards
andrisk thatexists in the Indian Hima-
layas and other mountain regions.”
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Cyclone Asanistarts
weakening: Report

Underitsimpact, lighttomoderate rainfallwould occurinsomedistrictsof Odisha

AGENCIES
BHUBANESWAR, 10 MAY
he India Meteorolog-
ical Department{IMD)
onTuesday said severe
cyclonic storm Asani
has started weakening and
will convert into a cyclonic
storm in next 24 hours.

The severe cyclonic storm
Asani over west-central and
adjoining southwest Bay of
Bengal moved west-north-
westwards with a speed of 10
kmph during past six houws
and lay centered over west-
central Bay of Bengal near
about 260kmsoutheast of Kak-
inada (Andhra Pradesh), 300 km
south of Visakhapatnam (Andhia

. ’}'
: -.é":.
Pradesh),490kmsouth-south-
westof Gopalpur (Odisha) and
570 km south-southwest of
Puri (Odisha), said director of
Bhubaneswar Meteorological
Cenire, IR Biswashereon Tues-
day.

It is very likely to move
nearly north-westwards till
tonight and reach west-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal off north

AndhraPradesh coast. The sys-
tem is likely to weaken grad-
uallyinto acyclonic storm dur-
ing the next 24 hours. It is
expected torecurve on Tues-
day night and move parallel
to the coast in the north-
northeast direction, Biswas
said. Under its impact, light
to moderate rainfall would
occur in some districts of
south and coastal Odisha on
Tuesday and next two days.
Heavyrainfallwould occur
insome places of Malkangiri,
Koraput, Gajapati, Ganjam
and Puri district on Tuesday
while heavy to very heavy
rainfall would occurin Gajap-
ati, Ganjam, Puri, Koraput,
Rayagada, Khurda, Jagats-

inghpurand Cuttack districts
onWednesday, he informed.

Galewind speed reaching
100-110 kmph gusting to 120
kmph isprevailingaround the
system center over west-
central Bay of Bengal. Atotal
of 50 National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) teams
have earmarked forWest Ben-
gal, Odisha, and Andhra
Pradesh inview ofthe Severe
Cyclonic Storm Asani. Accord-
ing to the NDRF officials, 22
teams have already been
deployed on the groundwhile
28 self-contained teams are
on alert within the states to
tackle the situation as Asani
approaches the north Andhra
Pradesh coast.
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Heavy rains likely for next 2 days in TS

People enjoving a boat ride in Hussain Sagar on Tuesday in Hyderabad. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Due to the impact of Cy-
clone Asani, some parts of
Telangana could witness
heavy rains in the next cou-
ple of days.

According to Indian Me-
teorological Department -
Hyderabad, thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning
and gusty winds (30-40
kmph) are likely to occur at

isolated places over Telan-
gana, in the next two days.
“A trough runs from cy-
clonic circulation associated
with cyclonic storm passing
through Telangana to North
Interior Karnataka upto 3.1
km above mean sea level,”
said the press release.
Heavy rainfall is pre-
dicted in the districts in-
cluding Khammam, Nalgo-
nda, Suryapet, Bhadradri
Kothagudem, Ma-

habubabad, Mulugu,
Jayashankar Bhupalapally,
and  Mancherial, on
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday,
the city recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 38.6
degree Celsius, according to
the IMD forecast. For the
next 48 hours, cloudy skies
and light to moderate
rain/thundershowers are
likely to occur in parts of
Hyderabad. The maximum

temperature of the city
could be around 39 degree
Celsius.

Though there have been
warnings of rains in the
state due to ‘Cyclone Asani,’
Hyderabad seems to be un-
affected. Weather experts
say that there will be no
major impact of the cyclone
in the city but for light to
moderate  rainfall and
cloudy skies for the next
two days.



AP BUREAU

Amaravati

The severe cyclonic storm
formed in the Bay of Bengal
‘Asani’ has changed its
course. Initially, it was
thought that the cyclone
would cross the coast be-
tween north Andhra and
Odisha State but it is now
found moving menacingly
towards ~ Machilipatnam
where it is expected to cross
the coast by Wednesday
evening bringing heavy to
very heavy rains.

There is also the likeli-
hood of the cyclone return-
ing to the sea after hitting
the Machilipatnam coast,
weathermen predict. In the
wake of the storm, IndiGo
airlines had announced can-
cellation of 23 flight serv-
ices, including all its serv-
ices from Visakhapatnam as
a precautionary measure.

Air Asia said it was can-
celling its Delhi-Visakhapat-
nam and  Bangalore-
Visakhapatnam flight
services while Air India can-
celled its Mumbai-
RaipurVisakhapatnam, and
Delhi-Visakhapatnam
flights. Already rains are
lashing north Andhra since
Tuesday morning and in-
clement weather with
strong gale winds are ex-
pected to last till Wednes-
day. With Asani nearing the
Andhra DPradesh coast,
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Asani moves towards Machilipatnam

A woman walks under an umbrella during heavy rainfall, in the wake of the severe Cyclonic Storm ‘Asani’, in Kolkata. — Photo: ANI

heavy rains lashed Chennai
and its suburbs on Tuesday.
Asani is expected to touch
the shores today.

Ten flights from the
Chennai airport were can-
celled, including to from

Jaipur, Visakhapatnam,
Mumbai and Hyderabad,
due to the heavy downpour.
Koyambedu, Anna Nagar,
Choolaimedu and Nungam-
bakkam areas in Chennai are
facing heavy rains and the

suburbs of the city like Alan-
dur, Madipakkam, Poona-
malle, Maduravoyal and
Meenambakkam are record-
ing steady rains. Pammal
area near the airport is also
receiving heavy rains. Fish-

ermen have been warned of
total suspension of fishing
operations on Tuesday and
Wednesday while over
northwest Bay of Bengal, the
warning will continue
till May 12.
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New water
treatment
plant to be set
up in Aluva

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala Water Authori-
ty will set up a new water
treatment plant near the
Periyar river in Aluva hav-
ing a capacity to purify 190
million litres per day at an
estimated cost of 3285
crore. The project will be-
nefit people in 18 local bo-
dies in the district. It is ex-
pected to be completed in
one-and-a-half years, ac-
cording to an official re-
lease. The plant will be set
up at 3.9 acres owned by
the Authority in Aluva.

The project will meet
the drinking water require-
ments of consumers in 13
panchayats near Aluva; five
municipalities and Kochi
Corporation.

The authority is ready
with the detailed project
report of the plant. Work
will start once the govern-
ment issues administrative
sanction, according to the
communication.
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Delhi govt successtully revives two lakes in Burari

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
government has successfully
revived two lakes in Burari in
order to recharge and increase
the groundwater level of the
area, Both the revived lakes
will now be developed to pro-
vide mesmerising landscapes
to residents.

‘Water Minister Satyendar

Jain inspected the water bod-
fes at Burari and directed the
officials to develop them as safe
open spaces.

The government has tarted
the process of reviving 250
water bodies and 23 lakes in
the first phase as a part of its
endeavour to transform Delhi
infoacity oflakes. The Minister
said that the local water bod-
ies are moderators of the local

climate, public relief, and rec-
reation. The in-situ treatment
techniques will help clean water
ina cost-effective manner and
deaning will not just remove
pollution from the water bod-
iies naturally but also amplify
plant life in the water bodies
and through them, the animal
and birdlife. The two water
bodies, Satya Vihar and Lak-
shmi Vihar extension colony

near the SDM office have been
revived using natural methods
that make use of natural cost-
effective technologies. The lake
located at Satya Vihar is one
of the 23 lakes to be revived in
the Capital.

“Thearea of this water body
is 13,371 square meters. Ear-
lier the local people were using
this waterbodyas a solid waste
dumpingsite. And the polluted

water from the surrounding
drains was falling into the lake.
Now, the Delhi government
is determined to improve the
quality of Delhis water bodies
using the constructed wetland
system,” the minister said.
Jain directed the officials
to ensure proper safety stan-
dards around the lake prem-
ises and keep a check on other
avenues of improvement. The

Constructed Wetland based
treatment is being used in the
lake in which certain specific
plants that absorb nutrients
directly from the sewage or pol-
luted water but do not require
soil are being used as well

The technology employs
natural plants that are held by
the floating rafters and work to
extract excess pollutants from
the wastewater.

Cyclone Asani shields
city against heatwave

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The maximum
temperature in Delhi dropped
below the 40-degree mark on
Tuesday as moisture-carrying
easterly winds prevailed in the
capital under the impact of
severe cyclone Asani.

No heatwave is predicted
for the next two days, accord-
ing to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

The Met office had earlier
predicted a heatwave spell from
Wednesday with temperatures
soaring to 44 degrees Celsius.

In a revised forecast, it said
the maximum temperature
will settle around 40 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday and 42
degrees Celsius on Thursday.

On Tuesday, the Safdar-
jung observatory, Delhis base
station, recorded a maximum
temperature of 39.5 degrees
Celsius, a normal for this time
of the year. The minimum tem-
perature settled at 28 degrees
Celsius.

“Easterly winds prevail-
ing in the region under the
impact of Cyclone Asani are
keeping the mercury in check.
Though there won't be a steep
rise in temperatures in Delhi
over the next few days, the
increase in humidity levels can
cause discomfort,” said Mahesh
Palawat, Vice President (Mete-
orology and Climate Change),
Skymet, a private weather fore-
casting agency.

“Without the easterly

No heatwave
predicted for the
next 2 days: IMD

winds, temperatures would
have leaped to 46-47 degrees
Celsius,” he said.

A trough extends from
western parts of Haryana to
south peninsula, across east
Madhya Pradesh and the
Vidarbha region of Maharash-
tra. Easterly winds are prevail-
ing in the north of the trough
and westerly in the south.

Temperatures in parts
of Rajasthan, Gujarat and
Vidarbha may jump to 46-47
degrees Celsius due to the dry
and hot westerly winds, he said.

Easterly winds will slow
down as the effect of severe
cyclone Asani dissipates over
the next two days, Palawat said.

A heatwave is likely at a few
places in the capital on the sub-
sequent three days, the IMD
said. Back-to-back patchy rain,
thunderstorms, and strong
winds had provided some
respite from the intense heat
last week.

The mercury started creep-
ing up on the weekend and hit
the 42-degree mark at some
places on Sunday.

Delhi had witnessed a hot
and dry March, gauging nil
rainfall against the normal of
15.9 mm. It got 0.3 mm of rain-
fall in April against a monthly
average of 12.2 mm,
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A river traffic police personnel makes an announcement as part of the precautionary
measures against Cyclone Asani, on the banks of the Ganga, in Kolkata, on Tuesday 1|



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 11- May-2022

Cyclone Asani nears east coast,
starts losing steam, says IMD

Union Home Secy reviews preparedness; NDRF deploved in Andhra. Odisha, Bengal

MPOST BUREAU

BHUBANESWAR: Severe
cyclone Asani neared the east
coast, packing gale-force winds
up to 105 kmph, amid indica-
tion of gradual weakening on
Tuesday, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) said.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla reviewed prepared-
ness for severe cyclone.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
deployed nine teams and kept
seven more teams on standby
in Andhra Pradesh while one
team has been deployed and 17
units are on standby in Odisha.

As many as 12 teams were
deployed and five teams were
on standby in West Bengal
while additional teams are also
in readiness if required.

“The union home secretary
today reviewed preparedness
of central ministries, agencies
and administrations of Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha in view of
cyclone ‘Asani’ in Bay of Ben-
gal,” a home ministry spokes-
person said. The cyclone, which
was moving at 5 kmph in the
morning, gained speed to 25
kmph later in the day, as it
lays centered around 210 km
south-southeast of Kakinada
in Andhra Pradesh and 530 km

== :

INSAT 3-D image, taken betwee

n 18:00 to 18:26 IST, shows moderate

to intense convection over parts of Indian subcontinent due to Cyclone

Asani, on Tuesday

P

south-southwest of Gopalpur
in Odisha, according to the lat-
est bulletin issued at 4.30 PM.

The system is expected to
recurve on Tuesday evening
and move parallel to the coast
in the north-northeast direc-
tion. The cyclone would have

wind speeds of 75-85 kmph
gusting to 95 kmph on the
Andhra Pradesh coast and
45-55 kmph gusting to 65
kmph on Odisha coast.
Suspension of fishing oper-
ations has been suggested.
‘The union home secretary

The cyclone would
have wind speeds
of 75-85 kmph
gusting to 95 kmph
on the Andhra
Pradesh coast and
45-55 kmph gusting
to 65 kmph on
Qdisha coast

directed central ministries
and agencies to keep a regu-
lar watch and be in touch with
administrations of Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha for any
help, said the spokesperson.

IMD Director General
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said
that cyclone Asani has already
achieved maximum stage of
intensification and is gradually
getting weakened.

"After nearing the Andhra
Pradesh coast in the evening,
the system will change its
course and move off and along
the Odisha coast,” he said.

Mohapatra said that the
severe cyclonic storm will
weaken into a cyclonic storm
on Wednesday and turn into a
deep depression on Thursday.

The MeT Department has

warned fishermen against ven-
turing into deep sea till Thurs-
day, as Odisha braced for he;wy
rain in the coastal areas. Rain-
fall was recorded in Ganjam,
Puri and Khurda on Tuesday
morning.

Special Relief Commis-
sioner (SRC) P K Jena said
local authorities have been put
on alert to face heavy rain and
water-logging and asked to
undertake evacuation of people
from 15 blocks in four coastal
districts. Under the influence of
the cyclone, Odisha and West
Bengal had received heavy to
moderate rainfall on Monday.

Meanwhile, the East Coast
Railway (ECoR) has put its offi-
cials on high alert in the wake
of possible heavy rainfall trig-
gered by the cyclone and asked
them to ensure speedy restora-
tion of railway traffic, a state-
ment said.

It has opened round-the-
clock disaster management
cells at its headquarters in Bhu-
baneswar and divisional head-
quarters in Visakhapatnam,
Khurda Road and Sambalpur.

ECoR has positioned spe-
cial teams for early restoration
of tracks, signaling system and
electrification and also kept on
standby diesel locomotives in
case of power failure.
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