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Monsoon retreats
from Delhi-NCR

A 1 onsoon finally retreated

iV from Delhi-NCRon
Thursday, 10 days after the
“normal” date. While the
country had a monsoon
surplus 0f10%, rains were
poor in Delhi through the
season. The city recorded a
38% deficit despitea
prolonged monsoon.P3

Jasjeev.Gandhiok
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The monsoon of-
ficially retreated from the ca-
pital on Thursday — 10 days
laterthan “normal”. Delhire-
corded an overall rain deficit

of 38%, data from the meteor-

logical depart-
ment showed.
This is also only
the third time
since 2010 that
the monsoon ret-
reat has been de-
layed
September 30.

In both 2018 and 2017, the

monsoon officially started

retreating from Delhi on Sep-
tember 30, whereas it was de-
layed by over a

"(October 7). The delay was the
longestin 2013, when theretre-
at was declared on October17.

Delhi recorded 404.1mm of
rainfall this season — well be-

Usual date
for retreat

Sept 30

eek in 2016

‘ Monsoon leaves city
- with 38% rain deficit

Over-A-Week Delay For Just 3rd Time In9 Yrs -

low the normal of 648.9mm.
“There has been an overall ra-
in deficit of over 200mm this
monsoon season. This makes
it a deficit of 38% and, despite
a prolonged ‘monsoon, not
much recovery happened in
September;” an official said.
In fact, Delhi recorded a
“rain deficit in all
four months of
June, July, Au-
gust and Septem-
ber. The monso-
on reached Delhi
a week late this

beyond PLEDGE TO SUPPORT THE CAUSE  year (July 5) aga-

reathe.com inst the normal
date of June 29, meaning the-
rewasan83% rain deficit that
month alone. Only 11.2mm of
rainfall was recorded against
anormal of 65.5mm. .
© InJuly, 210.4mm wasrece-
ived compared with a nor-
mal of 276.1mm (24 % deficit)
and, in August, 119.6mm was
recorded against an expec-

this is the second |
most delayed |
retreat after 2013

ted 247.4mm (52 % deficit). In
September, Delhi received
74.1mm of rainfall as compa-
red with a normal of
125.1mm (41% deficit).
Kuldeep Srivastava, scien-
tist at IMD, said following the
retreat, northwesterly winds
wereaffecting Delhi now, with
stubble burning likely to play
apartintheairquality Anan-
ti-cyclonic formation over Ra-
jasthan may also influence
Delhi in the coming days.
Delhi’s maximum tempe-
ratureon Thursday wasrecor-
ded at 33.9 degrees Celsius,
while the minimum was 20.7
degrees Celsius. Humidity le-
vels oscillated between %36
and 93% in the last 24 hours.
The regional meteorological

. department has forecast “ha-

zy” conditions in the morning
_for the next few days with the
maximumand minimum tem-
peratures likely to hover aro-
und 34°and 21° C, respectively.
Photo: Piyal Bhattacharjee

2018 | Sept 30
2017 | Sept30
| 2016 | Oct8
| 2015 | Sept29
2014 | Sept 28
2013 | Oct17
2012 | Sept25
2011 | Sept26
2010 | Sept29

Since 2010, |
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City gets first ‘poor’ ‘AS air turns poor CPCB
puts agencies on notice

AQI JUMPS NEARLY 100 POINTS IN 48 HOURS :

air day in

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: After nearly
three months of relatively
clean air, Delhi’s air quality
dipped to the ‘poor’ zone on
Thursday, with a citywide
average AQIreading of 211.

The city’s air quality has

fallen sharply by nearly 100
points in the last 48 hours.
While the AQI was 112 (mode-
rate) on Dussehra day, it rose
to 173 (moderate) on Wednes-
day. The deterioration conti-
nued on Thursday, as a
change in wind direction to
northwesterly, stubble bur-
ning, local emissions from ef-
figy-burning and other sour-
ces as well as falling mercury
started making an impact.. ...

.»Continued on P 3

3 months

Forecasting agency S
FARsaldlowwmdspeedswe
re. trapping pollutants and
warned of afurtherdipinair
quahtymthenextthreedays

SR

i

250

Aiowesses

>00ntmued from P1

PCB wrote to state pollu-
C tion control boards and
_J other government agen-
. cies on Thursday, asking them
to take appropriate measures
to control dust and pollution.
In letters sent to the mu-
nicipal bodies in Delhi and
NCR states as well as other
agencies, CPCB asked for
weekly action taken reports
- tobesubmitted and called for
precautions to be taken dur-
ing construction activities,
particularly with dust, C&D
waste and open burning.
Among the agencies con-
tacted by CPCB were NHAI,
DMRC, CPWD, NBCCIL,
PWD, DDA, DSIIDCL New
Delhi, Ghaziabad Develop-
ment Authority, Noida and
Greater Noida authorities.
A SAFAR bulletin said,
“The southwest monsoon has
started to retreat now. Wind
speeds continuetobeslowand
variable with predominantdi-
rection from the west. Under
these conditions, air quality is

= Srtetn N S e

Delhi air turns poor for the first time in
three months, AQI touches 211

PM2.5 (ug/m3) :

Pollution levels expected to get worse
over next few days, according to SAFAR

2018 vs 2019
Very Poor
AT S hae

, *‘ M e
Septemberw!astyw

predlcted to deterlorate fur-
ther. Indications of increased
fire activity during the last 48
hours are visible from satel-
lite imagery and a further
deteriorationof AQIisexpect-
ed for thenext two days.”

AQIl isclassified as “poor”
at reading between 201 and
300. It is below the “very

_poor” (301-400) and “severe”

(401-500) zones while being
worse than “moderate” (101-
200), “satisfactory” (51-100)
and “good” (below 50) levels.
The last time Delhi had air
quality in the “poor” zone was
on July 14, when it touched an
AQI of 235. Following that, a
prolonged monsoon largely
helped Delhi keep the AQI be-
low 200. In fact, Delhi recorded
two “good” air days in August
while experiencing the clean-
est September in the last nine
years,accordingto CPCBdata.
SAFAR, however, said a late
withdrawal of the monsoon
was bad for Delhi’s air quality.
“The late monsoon with-
drawal isnot good for air qual-
ity in north India. Duripg the

third to fourth week of Octo-
ber; the temperature will also
start to cool. The anticyclone,
which persists as part of the .
withdrawal, associated with"
clear skies and sinking mo-
tion will mean significantly
calm surface winds. Both

" these conditions will lead to

stagnant weather conditions
(low wind speeds and de-
scending air), which favours
rapid fine particulate matter
formation and accumulation

' of pollutants,” said SAFAR.

" On Wednesday, EPCA
chairman Bhure Lalalso wrote
to NCR states, asking them to
prepare for “very poor” and

“severe” air under the GRAP
from October 15. Air quality
was likely to deteriorate from
October 12 onwards, he said.

“EPCA has been advised
by the task force on GRAP,
which is chaired by the mem-
ber secretary of the CPCB that
the coming period, beginning
October 12, 2019, is projected to
have adverse weather condi-
tions, which exacerbate the po-
tential for pollution,” said Lal.

................. arssasn
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NAMAMI GANGE ORGANISES A RAFTING EXPEDITION
The ‘Ganga Aaman-
tran Abhiyan’, a pio-
neering and historic
exploratory open-wa-
ter rafting and kayak-
ing e:z:pedztwﬁ on the
Ganga river, being
held between October
10, 2019 and November
11, 2019. Started at
Devpmyag and to be
culminated at Ganga Sagar, the expedition will cover
the enlire strealch of over 25&@ kms of the holy river.
This is the first ever effort by the National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG)lo raft across the entire stretch
.of the river. T?ze minister of Jal Shakti, Gajendra
Stngh Shekhawat flagged-off the gxpe@zﬁng
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No trace of

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI 3

The four people washed away
by a ruptured pipeline of the
275-MW Kopili hydroelectric
project in central Assam’s Di-
ma Hasao district remained
untraced for the fifth day on
Thursday. The penstock pipe
carrying water to the project
from North Eastern Electric

‘Power Corporation’s reser-

voir burst at around 6.30
a.m. on Monday.

~ “We are waiting for the wa-
ter to recede before starting
the search and rescue opera-
tions,” a corporation official
said, declining to be quoted.

[1 Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )

[ Deccan Cronicle .
[] The Economic Times (New Delhi)
[] Business Standard(New Delhi)
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missing dam workers

H-\

He said they hoped the flow
of water would be checked in
the next 24 hours after work-
ers managed to lower the
sluice gate at the intake point
of the ruptured pipeline.

Experts roped in ‘
Experts from NHPC Limited,

BHEL and other agencies

have also been working to
bring the situation under
control, he said.

‘Three of the missing peo-

- ple were NEEPCO employees.

The fourth was employed by
afirm engaged in maintaining
the pipeline. .

The corporation had in a

Search and rescue operations to begin after water recedes

statement said the pipelines
of the project had been re-
paired in 2018. The public
sector NEEPCO, headquar-
tered in Shillong, runs the
project that was commis-
sioned in March 1984.

The Opposition Congress,
however, said the pipelines
were past their expiry date in
2014 and the energy PSU had
been provided %200 crore to
replace them. Party’s senior
spokesperson Durga Das Bo-
ro said the disaster could
have caused greater damage
had there been any habita-
tions downstream of the pro-
ject site.
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DDA demolishes hundreds of

hutments on Yamuna floodplain

Kainat Sarfaraz
« kainat sarfaraz@htlive.com

NEW DELHI : Hundreds of hut-
ments were demolished by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) in the ChillaKhadar vil-
lage near Mayur Vihar Phase 1
metro station on Thursday.
Activists who had gathered at
the spot claimed over 500 fami-
lies were left without homes and
the land-owning agency had
carried out the drive without
any intimation.

DDA officials said the demoli-
tion has been carried out in
accordance with the National
Green Tribunal orders and
between 200-300 slums were
demolished. “Recently, NGT
passed an order on management
of floodplains. They have said
that the entire floodplain area
hastobe cleared and they have
givena time-bound schedule for
plantation and developing wet-
lands,” a senior DDA official
said.

W=\ DDAOFFICIALS SAIDTHE

DEMOLITION HAS BEEN
CARRIEDOUTIN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE
NATIONAL GREEN
TRIBUNAL ORDERS AND
BETWEEN 200-300

o

Dev Pal, member of Housing
and Land Rights Network
(HLRN), who has also lived in
the village, said, “Around 15
bulldozers came to the spot at
around noon and razed the set-
tlements. This went on for over
four hours.”

“We are planning to file a
petition in the Delhi High Court.
The authorities said they have
beenasked to clear the place by
December. They even threat-
ened thatthey would returnon
Friday and clear out our belong-
ings,” he said.

Subedar Singh Yadav, who
hasbeen livingin the village for
fivedecades, said, “The officials
just came and told us that they
would demolish our houses.
They did not let us take out our
belongings,” said Yadav, who
lives with his family of six in the
village. The Delhi Development
Authority said the villagers
knew about the cases since it
has been going on for years.

For 16-year-old Rahul
Kumar, these things makelittle
sense. “I was in my coaching
when I got a call from my
mother that our house was
beingrazed,” hesaid. The class
12 student, who will be appear-
ing for his boards this year
through National Institute of
Open Schooling (NIOS), said he
would be missing out on his
studies.

“I can’t even find my books
which were provided to me by
anNGO. They areall under the
debris. There is nothing left in
our house,” he said.
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