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KOTHAGUDEM, OCT. 10

Several kidney patients
from hamlets like Peek-
lathanda, Takyathanda,
Panthuluthanda and Che-
epurugudem of Bethala-
pudu village in Julrupad
mandal are selling their
assets to undergo tests and
dialysis.

Nearly 24 patients are
suffering from Kkidney
problems and more
patients are likely if more
tests are conducted. There
are fears that the village
may be recalled to
Uddanam in Andhra
Pradesh if the govern-
ment fails to take up rapid
tests.

A kidney patient
Daravath Veeru died a
week ago and another 15
are suffering from acute
dialysis problems.

The community health
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Khammam villages see
rise in kidney diseases

Arsenic in drinking water suspected, as seen in AP village

centre at Julurpad, led by
medical officer Dr B.
Veerababu, collected
blood samples from 13 per-
sons out of 76 outpatients.
It was found that serum
creatinine was more than
two mg per deciliter in 12
of them.

It is considered that the
normal person’s serum
creatinine will be between
0.6 mg and 1.3 mg per
decilitre. Any individual
whose serum creatinine is
more than 2 mg per decil-
itre is a kidney patient.

Banothu Mangya,
Banothu Parsya, Laxmi
and B. Bicha have been
suffering such problems
for a long time and they
are spending lakhs of
rupees towards tests and
dialysis. Most of the
patients are going to pri-
vate hospitals, which
charge in lakhs. Gullible
patients are even going to

private  hospitals in
Hyderabad on the advice
of private medical practi-
tioners. There are
instances wherein
patients have sold their
lands to meet hospital
bills.

Sekhar, a social activist,
said “The government
should collect blood sam-
ples of all suspected per-
sons and send them for
tests. Qualified medical
teams must assess each
case and reasons that are
causing kidney prob-
lems.”

Earlier, people from
these villages used to
drink borewell water but
they are now getting puri-
fied drinking water from
Mission Bhagiratha.
There is a need to collect
water samples from all
borewells and that from
Mission Bhagiratha and
send them to laboratories

in Hyderabad. It is sus-
pected that arsenic
residue in the water
sources is one of the fac-
tors leading to the prob-
lem, implying that they
are not drinking safe
water.

A government official,
on condition of anonymi-
ty, said, “Tests being con-
ducted by drinking water
supply officials are mis-
placed. They test fluorine
content but are not both-
ered about other illness-
bearing materials in the
water.”

‘A team visited
Uddhanam and conducted
tests on the drinking
water there. They found
that the content of arsenic
metals is more than per-
missible levels. Such an
effort should be taken up
in Bethalapadu and its
hamlets on a priority
basis,” he said.
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Jal Jeevan Mission: 43% households
have tap connection till now

NEW DELHI: About 43 per
cent rural households have
been provided with tap water
connections till date under the
Jal Jeevan Mission with 100 per
cent homes in six states and
Union Territories having tap
water supply, according to offi-
cial data.

However, in seven states
and UTs, less than 25 per cent
households have tap water
supply.

These states and UTs are
Assam (22 per cent), Rajasthan
(20.89 per cent), Ladakh (16.32
per cent), Tharkhand (15.12 per
cent), West Bengal (13.48 per
cent), Chhattisgarh (13.17 per
cent) and Uttar Pradesh (12.72
per cent).

According to data shared
by the Jal Shakti Ministry, out

of 19,22,49,980 households,
8,31,03,880 households have
been provided with tap water
connections till date account-
ing for 43.23 per cent.

Moreover,  5,07,41,042
(26.39 per cent) households
have been provided with water
connection since the launch of
the Jal Jeevan Mission in 2019,
according to the data.

Goa, Telangana, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Puduch-
erry, Dadra and Nagar Haveli
and Daman and Diu and Hary-
ana have provided tap water
supply to 100 per cent of the
households.

Jal Jeevan Mission aims
to provide safe and adequate
drinking water through indi-
vidual household tap connec-
tions by 2024 to all households

in rural India.

Last week, a mid-year
review of implementation of
the scheme was held by the Jal
Shakti Ministry where states'
progress was evaluated, offi-
cials said.

In evaluation with Him-
achal Pradesh, the state com-
mitted to providing 100 per
cent households with tap con-
nections by 2022.

The Centre has asked HP
to prioritise "aspirational dis-
tricts" and start work in all
remaining villages at the earli-
est, an official said.

In the mid-year review
of implementation of JJM in
Punjab, the state showed prog-
ress that it is achieving more
than the annual planned target
already. AGENCIES
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NTK protests against quarrying in
Kanniyakumari for Vizhinjam port

STAFF REPORTER
CHENNAI
Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK)
organised a protest in
Thuckalay in Kanniyakumari
district on Sunday against
quarrying operations being
carried out in the district for
the construction of the Viz-
hinjam International Sea-
port Project in Kerala.
Claiming that mountains
of the Western Ghats in the
district were being quarried
for the project, NTK’s chief
coordinator Seeman, who

@ The quarrying will

have severe
environmental
impacts, particularly
on water resources

SEEMAN
Chief coordinator, Naam Tamilar Katchi

led the protest, questioned
why the Kerala government
was not sourcing materials
for the project by quarrying
mountains in its own geo-
graphical limits.

Pointing out that the pro-
ject was awarded to the Ada-

ni group, he alleged that the
Union government’s priority
appeared to be to protect
the interest of the group
rather than the larger inter-
ests of the country.

He said the quarrying
would have severe environ-
mental impacts, particularly
on water resources. High-
lighting the need to protect
natural resources, he urged
the Tamil Nadu government
to take measures to stop
quarrying activities in the
district for the port project.
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Najafgarh lake fails water

quality test, finds report

Pmmml@ﬁmesgmup.com

New Delhi: Areport submitted by Wetland Ant-
hority of Delhi (WAD) to National Grgen Tribu-
nal (NGT)says the water quality of Najafgarhla-
kedoesnot meet the prescribed parameters with
respect topHand dissolved oxygen (DO) that will
support propagation of wildlifeandfish. -
~ As the lake falls in both Delhi and Haryana,
NGT has directed both governments to ascerta-
inthe water quality status.
‘The WAD report said the analysis of water

quality done by Delhi Pollution Control Com- -
mittee found pH at 5.06 and DO at 3.5mg/1. The -

standard DOforawetland is4mg/lormore, whi-

lepHshould be6.5-8.5. However, thewater quali-

ty met the desired criteria upstream where pH
and DO were 7.44 and 7.5mg/1, respectively.

The lake receives a continuous input of se-
wage from Gurgaon and surrounding villages

| of Delhi. WAD told NGT that it was awaiting a
| green signal from MoEF for executing its envi-

ronment management plan (EMP) for preven-
ting entry of untreated sewage, removal of en-
croachmentand conservation of the waterbody.
“Accordingto Wetland Conservationand Ma-
nagement Rules, 2017, in case of trans-boundary
wetlands, the central government shall coordi-
nate with the state governments and Union Ter-
ritory administrations. Delhi government asked
MoEF in August this year to clarify if it could go
ahead with the execution of EMP or wait for Ha-
ryana’splan,” saldthereport.’l‘houghl)elhihad
submitted its EMP in December 2020, Haryana
submitted its planmSephemberﬂmyear :
The tribunal was also i | that an expert

3 commltteewasexammmgl)elhfsEMPtoidenﬂify

actions that could be carried out independently:

NOT IN THE PINK OF HEALTH

In EMPs of both Delhi and Haryana govern-
ments, most recommendations for immediate,
medium (within 2-3 years)and Iongtérm (8-5ye-
ars) werealmost the same.

The common suggestions for immediate
Mw@e notifications under wetland rules,

boundary demarcation using geotagged pillars,
constitution ofNaiﬁfg.ﬁrhWeﬂandComttee

constituting wetland mitras, commissioning

hydrological assessment and species inventory
and developing a comprehensive stakeholder-
endorsed management plan.

The medium-term plans included providing
alternate road connectivity to settlements at
two ends of Najafgarh lake, thus reducing vehi-
cular traffic, especially during peak migration
season of birds, conducting carbon and green-
housesflux assessmentstodetermine theroleof
Najafgarh lakein climate change, installing sig-
nageat entry and exitand at key vantage points
to communicate the value of the lake and dos
anddon’tsforpeoplevehﬂebemgmthe wetland.
The common long-term measures included
implementing ecologicalrestoration measures.

6256



1/73644/2021

CM Had Asked
Centre To
Defer Takeover

Roushan Ali@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Even as irriga-
tion experts are of the opi-
nion that the Centre should
defer taking over control of
irrigation projects on Krish-
naand Godavaririvers in Te-
langana and Andhra Pra-
desh until more clarity emer-
ges on the issue, the two sub-
committees of Godavariand
Krishna River Management
Boards met here on Sunday
and set the motion in process
for takeover of the projects
from October14.

Sources said that the sub-
commitiees, after a lengthy
discussion and debate, pro-
posed that KRMB should ta-
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River panels prepare ground
for project takeover on Oct 14

ke under its control from Oc-
tober 14 Peddavagu project
on Godavaririver,and 29 pro-
jects, including Pulichinta-
la, Rajolibanda Diversion
Scheme (RDS), Srisaflam,
Pothireddypadu, Handri Ne-
eva Srujala Sravanthi, Sun-
kesula, AMRP and Kalwa-
kurthy projects on Krishna
river, in AP and Telangana.
However, the final deci-
sion would be taken at the
full-fledged meetings of Go-
davari River Management
Board (GRMB) to be held on
October 11and KrishnaRiver

Telangana officials are
likely to putup astrong
case before Godavariand
Krishna river management
boards in next two days
over needto defer “Cent-
re's takeover” keepingin
view the withdrawal of its
casein the Supreme Court

Management Board (KRMB)
on October 12 when the sub-
committees would place the-
irreports before them.

On their part, Telangana
officials are likely toputupa
strong case before GRMB
and KRMB in the next twoda-
¥s over the need to defer the
“Centre's takeover” Keeping
in view the withdrawal of its
case in the Supreme Court
and the likelihood of the jal
shakti ministry referring
Krishna water sharing dis-
pute issue to Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal (KWDT-

II) for delivering justice to
the two Telugu states.

Even chief minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao anno-
unced on the floor of the as-
sembly on Friday thathehad
requested Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union home
minister Amit Shah and
Union jal shakitl Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
to defer taking over the pro-
jects onthe tworivers.

The CM also informed
the assembly that the prime
minister, home minister and
jal shakti minister had assu-
red him to do it. “Let’s wait
and see. If that does not hap-
pen, then we shall take an all-
party delegation to Delhi to
meet the prime minister on
the issue,” CM KCR said in
response to the concernsrai-
sed by AIMIM floor leader
Akbaruddin Owaisi over Te-

langana’s genuine share of :

river water:
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T rejects NGT panel
report on Palamuru

USudhakamreddy
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Telangana has
rejected National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT)}-appointed joint
committee findings on the Pa-
lamuru-Rangareddy Lift Irri-
gation Scheme (PRLIS).

Thejointcommittee, in its
report, had recommended en-
vironmental compensationof
v3.Tcrore tobe paid to Central
Pollution Control Board to-
wards violation of environ-
mental norms, for construc-
ting the project without envi-
ronmental clearance (EC).
Telangana was also directed
to adhere tosolld waste mana-
gementrules and obtain EC.

The committee opined
that the drinking water wasa
minor component, whereas it
was conceived as an irriga-
tion scheme to lift 90 thou-
sand million cubic feet (TMC
ft) and the drinking water
component was only 7156
TMC.

In his reply, special chief
secretary, irrigation depart-
ment, Rajat Kumar stated,
“The finding of the commit-
tee that Palamuru-Rangared-
dy project is conceived as an
irrigation scheme to Iift 90
TMC of flopdwater in 60 days
from the foreshore of Srisai-

lam reservoir on Krishna ri-
ver is incorrect. PRLIS is ori-
ginally conceived for dual
purpose, including providing
drinking water to Mahabub-
nagar, Nagarkurnool, Naray-
anpet, Vikarabad, Nalgonda,
Rangareddy and Hyderabad
city and the proposed project
also serves the supply of wa-
ter to ndustries.”

The Telangana govern-
ment also stated that the irri-
gation part of the project wo-
uld be taken up only after get-
ting EC and it was at the state
of public hearing and sub-
mission of proposal for EC.

“The muck excavated
from the proposed excavation
of tunnels is being dumped
within the project site, and
the same will be utilised for
manufacturing sand, revet-
ment and concrete purposes.
Thereisnoneed for havingan
environmental management
plan to deal with the muck as
stated by the joint commitiee

in the report,” Rajat Kumar |

further stated in hisreply.

“People of Mahabubagar |
and Nalgonda districtsarefa-
cing the problem of fluoride

concentration in groundwa-
ter. The drinking water pro-
Jject is essential for them,” Ku-
maradded.

Telangana also told NGT |
that remedial measures men-

tloned by the committee were
without any substance. “The
reservoirs are built for 64.8
TMC, and water cannot be
used for irrigation purposes

since canal network is under |

planning stage only The drin-
king water requirement as
per DPR is 7.1 TMC. However,

the water will be utllised for

drinking water purposes in
droughtperiods inasmuchas
the flood is the rare phenome-
non. The drawl of water and
storing in the reservoirs may
beonce in fouryears,” hesaid.

He also said two members
of the jointcommittee had ex-
pressed different opinions
and it has to be considered.

J Bhyamala Rao, secreta-

Ty, Water resources depart-

ment, Andhra Pradesh, said,

“PRLIS is an irrigation and |

not drinking water project.

Telangana is misleading the |
tribunal and illegally const- |

ructing the project.”
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Villagers felicitate
winners of Times
Water Conclave

Shailvee.Sharda
@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: The achieve-
ment of women water war-
riors felicitated during the
Times Water conclaveheld in
Varanasi held on Wednesday
was celebrated in a big way
intheirrespective villages.
While on one

were also felicitated — Anil
Singh (pond development),
Meghnad (reusing waste wa-
ter),Sajal Srivastavarain wa-
ter harvesting design), Rajiv
Tyagi and Raman Kant (Riv-
errejuvenation).

Urmila Devi,isanativeof
the Gangafloodplainmarked

by )
hand Urmila De. MAKEUTTARPRADESH ooning drinking
i was welcomed ter sources
Xlrithﬂowe::post WA—H:R g:an. Urmila de-
midnight when P O S 1T |V E veloped a plan for

she reached her ammesormomsmvmanve water point resto-

village in Bhadohi the follow-
ingnight, the village head or-
ganised afelicitation ceremo-
ny to celebrate the achieve-
ment of Varsha Maurya in
Fatehpur district. The two
were felicitated by CM Yogi
Adityanath at the day-long
conclave that touched upon
all aspects of water conser-
vation by bringing sectoral
experts and policy makers
on a common platform.
Five other water war-
riors from other parts of UP

ration and convinced the
community members to con-
tribute to the initiative to re-
juvenate the hand pump wa-
ter point for safe and potable
With handholding from
WaterAid India, she was
able to solve the water con-
tamination problem in her
village. Her effort has
fetched her accolades and
laurels on various plat-
forms, including UNDP’s
women water champions.
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Jal Jeevan
Mission: 43%o
houses have tap
connection now,
100%b coverage
in 6 states/UTs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 10

ABOUT 43% RURAL house-
holdshavebeen provided with
tap water connections till date
under the Jal Jeevan Mission
with 100% homesin six states
and Union Territories having
tap water supply, according to
official data.

However, in seven states
and UTs,less than 25% house-
holds have tap water supply.

These states and UTs are
Assam (229), Rajasthan
(20.899%), Ladakh (16.329%),
Jharkhand (15.12%), West
Bengal (13.480%b), Chhattis-
garh (13.17%) and Uttar
Pradesh (12.72%b).

According to data shared by
the Jal Shakti Ministry, out of
19,22,49,980 households,
8,31,03,880 households have
been provided with tap water
connections till date account-
ing for 43.23%. Moreover,
5,07,41,042 (26.39%) house-
holds have been provided with
water connection since the
launch of the Jal Jeevan Mission
in 2019, according to the data.

Goa, Telangana, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands,Puducherry,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu and Haryana
have provided tap water supply
to 100% of the households. Jal
Jeevan Mission aims to provide
safeandadequate drinkingwater
through individual household
tap connections by 2024 to all
households in rural India.

Last week, a mid-year
review of implementation of
the scheme was held by the jal
shakti ministry where states'
progress was evaluated, offi-
cials said.In evaluation with
Himachal Pradesh, the state
committed to providing 100%
households with tap connec-
tions by 2022.

The Centre has asked HP to
prioritise"aspirational districts"
and start work in all remaining
villages at the earliest, an offi-
cial said.Inthe mid-yearreview
of implementation of JJM in
Punjab, the state showed
progress that it is achieving
more than the annual planned
target already.

6260



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE 6261
1/73644/2021

Mint-10 October 2021

43% houses got JJM
tap water supply

ﬁ bout 43% rural households have been
provided with tap water connections till
date under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
with 100% homes in six states and Union
Territories having tap water supply, according
to official data.

However, in seven states and UTs, less than
25% households have tap water supply. These
states and UTs are Assam (22%), Rajasthan
(20.89%), Ladakh (16.32%), Jharkhand (15.12%),
West Bengal (13.48%), Chhattisgarh (13.17%)
and Uttar Pradesh (12.72%).

According to data shared by the Jal Shakti
ministry, out 0f19,22,49,980 households,
8,31,03,880 households have been provided
with tap water connections till date accounting
for 43.23%. Moreover, 5,07,41,042 (26.39%)
households have been provided with water
connection since the launch of the Jal Jeevan
Missionin 2019, according to the data. PTI
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