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All clear for PRLIS
canals in Nalgonda

Farmers support works, seek market rate for lands

STATE BUREAU
NALGONDA

Officials on  Tuesday
recorded the views of 23
persons at an environmental
public hearing on stage-II
canals of Palamuru-Ranga
Reddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme (PRLIS) at Kon-
damallepally in Nalgonda
district.

Supporting the stage-2
canals, they requested the
officials to take up measures
to pay compensation to
farmers whose lands were
acquired for the canals as
per the market value of the
land. The environmental
public hearing was con-
ducted under the supervi-
sion of District Collector
Prashant Jeevan Patil.

Explaining the details of
the project, Executive Engi-
neer of the project Ravinder
said that PRLIS was taken
up by the State government
to stop migration of people
from Mahabubnagar, Na-
garkurnool, Narayanapet,
Ranga Reddy, Vikarabad
and Nalgonda district and
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About 494 acres of
land will be
acquired from
farmers in
Nalgonda district
for the canals
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provide irrigation facilities
to the farmers of these dis-
tricts. Trrigation facility
would be provided to
12,30,000 acres and drinking
water facility to 1,226 vil-
lages by impounding water
in six reservoirs in six dis-
tricts through the project by
drawing 90 tmc of water
from Srisailam reservoit,
PRLIS consists of five pump
houses, he said, adding that
the total length of 13 main
canals and distributary
canals would be 915 km,
Collector Prashant Jeevan
Patil said 29,339 acres of
land in 16 villages in Mar-

riguda and Chinthapally
mandals in Nalgonda dis-
trict would get irrigation fa-
cility through Venkatadri
and Lakshmi Devipally
reservoirs under the proj-
ect, About 494 acres of land
would be acquired from
farmers in Nalgonda district
for the canals, he said.

Patil said the project
would also help improve
groundwater level as well as
irrigation facility to ayacut
farmers and fish farming, An
envitonmental public hear-
ing was mandatory to get
permission for the canal
works, he said and urged the
people to give their opinion
without any fear at the pub-
lic hearing.

All 23 persons who ex-
pressed their views at the
public hearing supported
the canal works and sought
market rate for lands ac-
quired for the project. Su-
perintendent of Police A V
Ranganath, PRLIS Chief En-
gineer Hameed Khan and
Pollution Control Board Ex-
ecutive Engineer Rajender
were also present.
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Connecting India by inland waterways:
what changes in century-old vessels law

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 10

LASTWEEK, Parliament passed a new law that
will bring uniformity in the rules and regula-
tions governing inland waterways and naviga-
tiononthem. Itis aimed at developingIndia’s
inland waterways as aviable, thriving mode of
transport, especially for cargo. Theinland wa-
terways network spans close to 15,000 km
across rivers, channels, backwaters, creeks etc.

Limitations of old law

The Inland Vessels Bill, 2021 replaces the
Inland Vessels Act, 1917.1t seeks to bring all in-
land waterways in India and movement of
vessels on them for any purpose underacen-
tral regulatory regime.

The 1917 Act was seen asa purely consoli-
dating legislation with limited applicability
and purposes, the government said. Ithad un-
dergone several amendments, the last major
onesin 1977 and 2007, “This Act had provisions
for restrictive movement of mechanically pro-
pelled vessels within the jurisdiction of the
state government, requirement of endorse-
ments, limited applicability and validity of cer-
tificates, non-uniform standards and regula-
tions that varied from one State to another led
to hindrances and hurdles in seamless naviga-
tionacross States and development of the sec-
tor," says an official statement.

What’s new

The Bill defines mechanically propelled
vessels as ships, boats, sailing vessels, container
vessels, and ferries. The Centre will frame clas-
sification, standards of design, construction,
and crew accommodation. Construction or
muodification will require approval of a desig-
nated authority. All such vessels are to be reg-
istered with respective states or Union
Territories. Their movementand identities will
belogged in a central database.

National Waterways

In 2016, the government notified 111 in-
land waterways as National Waterways of
Indiaunder the National Waterways Act, 2016,
Of these, 13 National Waterways are opera-
tional for shipping and navigation and
cargo/passenger vessels are movingon them,
according to the government (see graphic).

The Inland Waterways Authority of India
under the Ministry of Shipping is developing
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the National Waterways for commercial nav-
igation, including with assistance from the
World Bank.

The government wants to promote in-
land waterways especially as a supplement
to freight movement across India. This mode
of transport has been recognised worldwide
as environmentally friendly and economi-
cal, especially for cargo that do not depend
on speed of delivery.

According to a government study con-
ducted by RITES, one litre of fuel moves 24
tonne-km on road; 95 tonne-km on rail and
215 tonne-km on inland waterways. Tomove
atonne of cargo overakilometre, it talces about
Rs 1.36 on railways, Rs 2.50 on highways,and
Rs 1.06 on inland waterways.

Underutilised right now, India's inland wa-
terways carry about 55 million tonnes of cargo
every year. The movement is currently re-
stricted to Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hooghly,
Brahmaputra, Barak, rivers in Goa, the back-
waters in Kerala, inland waters in Mumbai and
deltaic regions of Godavari-Krishna rivers.

More centralised

The Opposition has criticised the Bill on
the ground that it takes away a lot of rights of
the states and vests them with the Centre.

The new law prescribes certain dos and
don'ts. For example, to operate in inland wa-
ters, vessels must have a certificate of survey,
and registration. Those with Indian owner-
ship must be registered with the Registrar of
Inland Vessels (appointed by the state govern-
ment). Once registered, it will be valid across
India. While the state government will issue
the certificate, the form will be prescribed by
the Centre, much like in the case of motor ve-
hicles. Like motor vehicles, the vessels must
be insured.

Mechanical vessels must adhere to speci-
fications for signals and equipment to ensure
navigation safety, as specified by the central
government.

Other features

The new law mandates thatif any distress
or SOS signal is sent out by the master of aves-

sel, any other vessel nearby must respond —
much like maritime custom and rules on sea.
Ifthe master of a nearby vessel fails to come for
help, he or she will be fined up to Rs 10,000
unless they failed to provide assistance on
some specified grounds.

In case of accidents, the nearest police
station is to be involved for inquiry and ac-
tion. The Centre will prescribe the minimum
number of people that vessels must carry
for various roles, and what the qualification
of the personnel must be. Non-compliance
will attract a penalty of up to Rs 10,000 for
the first offence, and Rs 25,000 for subse-
quent offences.

The new law empowers the Centre to pre-
scribe what kind of pollutants and sewage ves-
sels and can discharge, and how much.

The Bill envisages maintaining a fund,
which will be used for emergency prepared-
ness,checking pollution and boosting naviga-
tion. The fund will source from state govern-
ments schemes, sale of cargo and wreck and
contribution from stakeholders.
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Didi slams govt for no nod
to flood mitigation project

RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, AUG. 10

West Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
on Tuesday slammed the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment for not approving
the Ghatal Master Plan,
a key flood mitigation
project covering the
western districts of the
state, till date despite
repeated appeals by her
government.

The Trinamul Congr-
ess supremo informed
that she would send her
Cabinet colleagues and
her party MLAs and
MPs from the flood-
affected districts to New
Delhi for a meeting with
the Centre for the
approval of the scheme.

Reiterating the flood as
“man-made” after wad-
ing through water in the
affected areas at Ghatal
in West Midnapore, the
CM alleged, “Repeated
requests are made for
the Ghatal Master Plan.
It is a Central govern-
ment scheme. Still it is

not sanctioned. It con-
tinues to be a problem.
Moreover release of
water create a man
made flood in a planned
way.”

She said, “We are send-
ing two projects one on
Sundarbans, another on
Digha sea beach for

rebuilding. Besides our
state irrigation minister
Soumen Mahapatra,
local MLAs will meet
the Union irrigation
minister in New Delhi
and place a demand to
him. Other MPs of our
party need to raise the
issue also.”
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Ineffectual canals

ile the West Bengal irrigation department’s
plan to revamp the Bagjola and Kestopur
canals in the northern outskirts will be gen-
erally welcomed in the season of frequent waterlog-
ging, the fact remains that this isn't the first time
that drainage outlets have not been cleared in
Kolkata and the suburbs. Part of the blame must rest
with the politically patronised real estate lobby. Both
the canals are at the core of the annual scourge ~
urban flooding. While Bagjola calls for what the gov-
ernment calls “overall revival”, Kestopur canal, that
skirts VIP Road, cries out for maintenance. Exten-
sive waterlogging, in the absence of smooth outlets,
is now virtually a weekly feature in the city and the
suburbs. Hence the irrigation department’s plan to
put in place a roadmap to desilt and dredge the two
canals. Much will hinge on the follow-through and
the political class, cutting across party lines, which
must of necessity be taken into confidence. The irri-
gation minister, Soumen Mohapatra, has blamed it
on his predecessor, Suvendu Adhikari, the Trinamul
renegade who is now with the BJP. “Now that I am
back, helming this department, we will try and
mend the situation,” is his pledge that direly cries
out for execution. Granted that the project will take
time to be implemented, the plan to desilt and
dredge Bagjola canal is proposed to be undertaken
after the monsoon. (Hopefully, it will not be forgot-
ten once the dry and fairly pleasant season sets in
towards the end of October). Kestopur canal, at
another remove, will necessitate effective mainte-
nance, including the clearance of silt. Bagjola canal
meanders for almost 38 km and is the main drainage
outlet for South Dum Dum, New Town and Bidhan-
nagar. Kestopur canal, which overflows if the rainfall
is heavy, is unable to flush out the excess rainwater
due to its reduced capacity on account of the accu-
mulation of silt. Hence the acute urban flooding in
Salt Lake, Rajarhat, parts of New Town, and the
South Dum Dum municipal areas.

If the statement by the Bidhannagar municipal
authorities is any indication, the revival of Bagjola
canal is imperative. While waterlogging is a chronic
problem in upmarket Salt Lake and its periphery,
there has over the years been more of tinkering than
assertive action. Improvement cannot start unless
the canal is properly dredged. The natural outlet or
drainage if you will has been clogged with silt and
real estate construction materials. As often as not,
both residents and municipal authorities wait for
the water, accumulated and filthy, to evaporate or
drain away. The monsoon can yield nightmarish
conditions. Confusion gets worse confounded as a
substantial portion of the waterway has been taken
over by the real estate operators. The problem will
have to be tackled with sufficient seriousness on the
part of the irrigation department, backed up with
technical expertise.
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Gentre responsible for Bengal floods: Didi

SAUGAR SENGUPTA W KOLKATA

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee once again attacked the
Centre for allowing her state to
remain a perennial victim of what she
called “man made floods.”

The Chief Minister who on
Tuesday made an aerial survey of the
flood-hit regions of Ghatal and adjoin-
ing parts of West Midnapore said the
State Government was not able to do
anything about the recurrent flood
because of “non-cooperation from the
Centre”

“We have made several represen-
tation to the Centre for the approval
and implementation of Ghatal Master
Plan but all these are falling in deaf
years ... they are simply not listening
to us ... as a result of this Ghatal has

! S S
to face overwhelming floods year after
year, Banerjee said adding “this is a
man-made flood” Almost entire
sub-division town of Ghatal and the
adjoining areas of West Midnapore
had been under water for the past sev-
eral days rendering more than 3 lakh
people homeless.

As Ghatal is a low-lying area, “it

cannot be saved without the master
plan being implemented by de-silting
rivers, constructing canals and a dam

on the Shilabati River ... which can-
not be made possible without the
active help of the Centre,” Banerjee

said adding "I have conducted a sur-
vey of the area. I will prepare a
report on this."

The Chief Minister said that she
was sending a team of representatives
to Delhi to meet the Union [rrigation

Minister. The team would be led by
Bengal Water Resources Minister
Manas Bhuniya and Irrigation
Minister Soumen Mahapatra. Two
other ministers Seuli Saha and Srikant
Mahato, Ghatal MP Dev and
Medinipur MLA) June Malia would
also be in the team.

At least 23 people have been
killed in the past one week in Bengal
floods. The Army and NDRF per-
sonnel were distributing food medi-
cines and other relief items in West
Midnapore and adjoining Hooghly
district sources said.

In the northern part of the State
situation in Malda district continued
to remain grip with rivers -- Ganga,
Fulhar and Mahananda -- in spate fol-
lowing heavy rain in the Himalayan
region and the catchment area.
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A FRESH VIEW ON
RIVER COOPERATION

Dynamics of planned collaborative projects
will be shaped by climate change impacts

!
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SANJAY GUPTA
Recenﬂy, the Parfiamentary Standing Committee on Water Resources

recommended that India should renegotiate the Indus Waters Treaty

with Pakistan to include considerations related to climate change,
global warming, and environmental impact assessment of projects. Further,
the Committee writes, “establish some kind of institutional structure or
legislative framework to address the impact of climate change on water
availability in the Indus basin and other challenges which are not cov-
ered under the Treaty”. The same Parliamentary Committee assigns cli-
mate change as a key influence to increasing incidents of glacial lake out-
burst floods, impact on the availability of utilisable future water supplies,
and arise in extreme events such as floods. Glacier and snow melt con-
tributes over 40 per cent to the total runoff in the Upper Indus basin. The
corresponding figures for Upper Brahmaputra and Upper Ganges basins
are approximately 16 per cent and 13 per cent, respectively. This con-
fribution from snow and glaciers is even higher during the critical dry spring

. = - ——

manths, when rainfall is minimal, and hence key to sustaining multiple
socioeconomic activities. A host of studies have focused on the impact
of climate change and global warming on the melting of snow and glac-
iers, and the resultant effect on water flows. However, climate change is
also expected to impact rainfall in a significant manner - intensity, num-
ber of rainy days during the monsoon period, and quantity of averall pre-
cipitation. So, while such a recommendation is most welcome and time-
ly, it will not be easy to implement. The current relations between India
and Pakistan are not conducive to holding any unbiased discussion, based
purely on science and resultant socio-economic benefits. But it does raise
a set of very critical questions for India, whose geography is dominated
by other transboundary river basins - Barak/ Brahmaputra and the Ganges.
Not only is the main stem of each of these rivers a shared river, but mul-
tiple tributaries of these river systems are shared with Bangladesh, Bhutan,
China, and Nepal. What is left unmentioned in the Committee’s report is
the impact that climate change will or could have on future transbound-
ary river negotiations and on socio-economic equity. The Ganges Treaty
of 1996 between Bangladesh and India is up for renegotiations and renew-
al in 2026. If another 30-year treaty is signed by the two countries, its
duration will be beyond 2050, by when the climate change manifesta-
tions will be far more intense and treacherous. Will not the two countries
consider future climate change scenarios while drafting the new Ganges
treaty? Bhutan and India have displayed exemplary cooperation in the
area of hydropower, with immense social, economic, and energy secu-
rity-related mutual benefits accruing to both countries. Bhutan is in the
process of implementing and negotiating several more hydropower pro-
jects with public and private entities, in both India and Bangladesh. Wil
these projects and calculated benefits need to consider the future impacts
of climate change as well as effects on socio-economic equity? India
and Nepal have signed multiple treaties to share waters of the shared rivers;
irigating facilities from these are crucial to the farming communities in
Nepal, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh. Several hydropower projects are being
planned jointly including the Pancheshwar Multi-purpose Project and other
initiatives on Sapta-Kosi, Karnali, Bagmati, and Kamla rivers. The dynam-
ics of existing and planned collaborative projects will be shaped by cli-
mate change impacts and socio-economic considerations, forming a key
component of future negotiations. India would do well to develop a broad
framework on transhoundary river cooperation and leveraging of mutu-
ally shared benefits with its neighbouring countries - based on science
and sustainability, intergenerational equity, and inclusive and equitable multi-
stakeholder dialogue.

(The writer is an Independent Consultant with the World Bank. The
views expressed are personal.)
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