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37 yrs on, Sangli villages await Maha irrigation
scheme even as K’taka dam waters their fields

The Maha-Karnataka border row has been a political tool for parties in both states for
decades—from water issues to linguistic affiliations, to laying claims over territories on the
other side & to cultural skirmishes. The first report in a two-part series looks at how water
politics in Jat taluka in Sangli has triggered the latest war of words between top politicians
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Jat (Sangli): For the 3,300-0dd
residents of Tikondi village,
the water that irrigates their
fields comes from Karnata
ka's "generosity”.

Mahades Hadimani had 1i-
vl with waker scarcity all his
life. It changed in 2008 when
overflowing ponds and check
dams in Karnataka raized wa-
ter levels in his borewell. A
decade ago, | had dug a few bo-
rowells, one as deep as 1, B0,
which gave half an inchof wa-
ter toguench our thivst.

“But water in this bore-
well has risen to 200ft in the
last couple of years afler the
Karnataka government rebea-
sedl water through canals,”
Hadimsani said,

A festering and unaddres-
s water issue is among a
host of problems at the heart
of the Maharashtra-Karnata-
ka border row that fairs up
againandagain.

Farmers in 42 villages of
Jat taluka bordering Karnata-
ka hava bt waiting for over
three decades now for the Ma-
harashira Boverniment
toexpand the Mhaisal lift irri-
gation scheme to  benefit
their farmes.

Borewells barely provide
drinking water, let alone irrd-
gate their felds of baje and
tur. Across the border, barely
Wkm away, Karnataka's Al-

matti dam on Krishna river
floods canals with ample
water that benefits acres
of farmiand

Farmers' resentment fla-
red up again this week and 42
villages passed resolutions,
like in 20086, to join Harnataka.
It setoff a war of wordsbetwe-
en the two states,

Karnataka chief minister
Bassvaraj Bommal said his
government was “seriously
considering” a resolution to
include Jat talukn in the state.
Maharashira's deputy chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
dieclared that nota single villa-
ge of Maharashira would be
ceded to Karnataka, Other po
litieal parties were quick to
strikedown Bommai's claims.

Jat taluka farmerssaid the
Maharashira  government
had failed them and their de-
mand for expansion of the
Mhaisalliftirrigationscheme
hias fallen ondeaf ears.

Most Tikondi villagers are
Kannada-speaking and have
relatives across the border,
whacontact “ influential” peo-
ple there and et water
released oo the canals for
their farms.

Sunil Shinde (30 of Umadi
village graduated firom Sola.
pur university with a biotech-
nology degres but could not
land & job, He teturned to help
in the fields. His father had
dug 11 borewells on their six-

acre farm. They were bone
dry “After water started flo-
wing into the nearby canals,
all the 11 borewells fled wp
stopped looking for a job and
Joined my father Wegrow gra-
pes and other horticulture
crops," Shinde said.

Residentsoff these villages
said Almatti dam helps dro-
ughit-prone regions on both si-
s of the border, Sinee 2009,
the Krishna basin in Maha-
rashira has received heavy ra-
indall, Alling the dum.

Harnataka's Tubachi-Ba-
babeghwar LUt irrigation sche-
me commissioned four years
ago also helps them. Check
dams and canals in this sche:
me overflow and bring water
to some Jat villapes and they
benelit from the natural Dow,

Maharashira's Mhaizsal ir-
rigation project was started in
1983, It lifts water from Krish:
ma river's left bank in
Mlhaisal town of Miraj taluka
and provides it to the drought-
prone areas of Sangli and So-
lapurdistricts.

The water is lifted 600m
and flown through canals dot-
el with check dams, (rriga-
ting 81000 hectares up to Ut
agi, 100km from Mhaisal. Far-
mers want the canal system
extended ancther S0km to
helpasvillages inJat get 6,000
millioncubic foet of water

Sunil Potdar, chief comve-
nor of Panl Sangharsh Sam-

ith, an outfit fighting for water
for the 42 villages, said Karna-
takia may not release water in
the canals adjoining the bor-
derforever:

“They do it unofTiclally
and only if they have excess
water They know that this wa-
ter will ultimately Aow thro-
ngh the canals into Bhor river,
which is in their jurisdiction.
What happens if the mohsoon
misses the Krishna basin in
Karnataka? We need a perma-
nent solution, which lies in
the expansion of the Mhaisal
N ireigation scheme® Pod
dar said.

Resolutions to join Karna-
takawerepartof pressure tac-
tiesstemming from decades of
neglect by Maharashira,
hez dudlidesd,

“We thank the Karnataka
chiel minister for taking up
the issue onoe again. It forced
the Maharashtra government
o send one of its mindsters to
meet s, W have told him that
if the budget for expansion of
the frrigation scheme is not
approviad in the coming as-
sembily session and work does
not start by January-eod, we
will meet the Karnatakachief
minister and handover the re-
splutions, requesting him to
make us part of his state,” he
Patdarsaid,
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GROUNDSWELL OF DISCONTENT

» The netwark of canals has
reached bill Utag in lat taluka,
which is 100km frorn Mhaisal

» Villagers living along the

» The Mhaisal irrigation
schame was Famched in 1985
b lift water from the Krishna
river into the beft-bank canal
|pcated in Mhaisal town and

: border want the canal network
bl'lnﬂ thie W!Efﬁ]lh_ﬁ drought- to be expanded for anather
prone areas of Sangh and 50kem sa that the water can
Salapur districts reach them

* Al present, the water is
effectively lifted up by 600
metres and passes throwgh
canals dotted with check-dams,
It is irvigating 21,000 hectares,

UNHCERTATN
RAIN

» Umadi and
Tikondi

ot b1

mim rairfall in
the past four

¥

u In 2018, they

got 112 mm

rainfall

n Batween 2016-

2012, the annual
ge rainfall

was 35 mm




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Amar Ujala- 11- December-2022

BrRIBA A Pt T

1 Pt IBIS

#ﬁw&.amm%m
FE R A W A F
i 4 MHAR S FG T H
T F1 1 T9H rUET, T 79 3R &9
AT FicTst o Frahali I%wrfmn
T A Ui, wfes F1 aad,
YSTH ST 3T FF Fl TS | T
= o wfter @it 3 Fa B 9
Il W | A W@ & fo faer
Ffrret 1 a9 § yare I 2|
@Al &1 AfAl |/ ST 1 WHEE A1 @
aimaﬂsaﬁéam@n@mﬁ
g WEA A Fa1 o 79 a9 3
T @A F AU s 7 R 2
@AM i 921 | S | Aedl &l
AT ST T ¢ | AR F g
T A fFa 9l wdie, 9, fafa ek

AT 3 3 sfen ) o



