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NGT asks panel to check drains into
Ganga,Yamuna ahead of Kumbh

JAISON WILSON @ New Delhi

THE National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed a commit-
tee to inspect all the drains
joining the Ganga and the Ya-
muna and all Sewage Treat-
ment Plants (§TPs) in Prava-
graj district on a plea raising
concern over pollution of the
rivers and how it would affect
devotees during the Kumbh
Mela, to be held in 2024-2025.

A bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava asked the five-
member panel to carry out spot
inspection, collect samples of
discharged water and conduct
sample analysis besides collect-
ing information on the func-
tioning of the STPs. The bench
also comprising judicial mem-
ber Justice Sudhir Agarwal
and expert member A Senthil
Vel asked the report to be placed
before the NGT at least a week

before the next hearing.
According to the National
Mission for Clean Ganga re-
port, the estimated sewage gen-
eration is 500 million litres per
day (MLD). The capacity of ex-
isting STPs is 340 MLD, but
their capacities are stretched to
treat up to 533 MLD of sewage.
Pryagraj Mela Pradhikaran
said treated water (around 67.82
MLD) is being discharged into
the Ganga and the Yamuna, in
compliance with the standards

for the bathing of pilgrims.
NGT seeks remedial steps

The NGT has sought response
of civic authorities in relation
to the allocation of funds for
sewage waste management in
Faridnagar town in Ghaziabad
district, while asking them to
take actual effective remedial
steps at the ground level.

In relation to the present dis-
charge of the daily generation
of sewage, the bench noted, “It
appears that whatever sewage is
being generated, it is untreated
and is being discharged directly
into storm water drain, ulti-
mately meeting some river.”

The bench directed assessment
of sewage generation and and es-
tablishment of sewage treatment
facilities suitable to local needs,
adding, “Utilization of treated
sewage for raising plantation or
for irrigation purpose should
also be considered.”
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Expedite projects to construct

check-dams, says Minister

The ongoing projects to desilt the Cauvery basin
and construct check-dams and other storage
structures across the State must be completed
before the onset of northeast monsoon, Water
Resources Minister Duraimurugan said in
Chennai on Saturday. Chairing a meeting at the
Secretariat to review the ongoing projects, he
instructed Water Resources Department officials
to accelerate works to restore flood damages in
various waterways and waterbodies, and carry
out permanent flood mitigation projects. Similar
measures must be expedited in flood-hit
southern districts as well, he said. The Minister
also discussed schemes to be taken up during the
next fiscal, according to a release.
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