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Mekedatu project: What is it and where does it stand now?

The controversial Mekedatu balancing reservoir project is back in the fimelight with the Congress party launching a 100-km-long Padayatra (foot march) demandingits
implementation. The project fas been in the pipeline for years now, and the Congress party fas blamed the BJP for not taking it forward despite ruling boeh at the Centre and
the state. The BJP has, in turn, blamed the Congress party for having done nothing on Mekedatu when it was in power between 2013 and 2018, The profect has also faced stiff

appasition from Tamil Nadu, which has vowed to get it scrapped. Heres what you need to know about the project:

—SHRUTHIH M SASTRY

What is the Mekedatu balancing reservoir
project and what will it do?

The project will come up at Ontigondlu, Mekedatu (liter-
al meaning, goat’s leap) at the confluence of Cauvery and
Arkavathi rivers, about 50 km southwest of Bengaluru
and 4 km from the Tamil Madu border.

What will be the project
area?

The project requires a total
of 5,252 hectares of land. Of
this, about 4,996 hectares
will be submerged while the

How much will it cost?
While the project was
previously estimated to
cost Bs 5,000 crore, the
cost has now escalated
to Rs 9,000 crore, And

The project was firstannounced in 2013 by the then actual dam will be construct- considering that the
law minister T B Jayachandra during the Congress ed inthe remaining 256 project has still not been
government, It's primarily aimed at supplying 4.75 h.ECtELI.:‘ES. Of the total land approved by the central
tmef {thousand million cubic feet) of drinking water to required, 3,181 hectares government, the actual
Bengaluru and surrounding areas but will also generate fallin the Cauvery Wildlife cost will likely go up
400 MW of hydroclectric power. Sanctuary, 1,B69 hectares further depending on
For this, Karnataka wants to construct a concrete gravity inareserve forestand 201 when the final approvals
dam at Mekedatu with a storage capacity of 67.16 tmeft. hectares is revenue land. come,

What's Karnataka's argument? Are there any other hurdles to the project?

The Kamataka government has maintained that it is well within its
rights to construct the dam as long as it makes sure that Tamil Nadu
gets its annual share of water as prescribed by the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal, And since the dam will come up within Karnata-
lca, the stateis not violating any law, officials argue. More than that,
the state sees Mekedatu as an opportunity to supply sufficient water
tomeet the ever-growing needs of Bengaluru and the surrounding
districts. There is also an acute power shortage, Karnataka has told
the Centre. The state also hopes that the dam will boost tourism in
the area.

Other than opposition from Tamil Nadu, green
activists havequestioned the environmental price
of the project. A major chunk of the land that will be

submergzed by the dam will be of the Cauvery Wildlife
Sanctuary area, which isa key elephant corridor. The

sanctuary is also home to many endangered wildlife
species. The sanctuary alsoacts as a buffer area for

wildlife animals suchas tigers in the nearby MM Hills

and BR Hills. Activists fear that the loss of this space
will or by lead to more man-ammal conflict,

What is the current status of the
project?

In January 2019, Karnataka submitted the
Detailed Project Report (DPR) to the Central
Water Commission (CWC) and later to the
Cauvery Water Management Authority
(CWMA) to get the consent of the co-basin
states. The CWMA is vet to approve the DPR
because Tamil Nadu, which is the co-basin
state, has opposed the project. The lower
riparian state has also approached the
Supreme Court against Mekedatu, and the
matter is pending adjudication.

Why is Tamil Nadu opposing
Mekedatu?

Ifthe reservoir is constructed, Tamil Nadu
fears, Karnataka will hoard water in the
dam, thereby cheating it of its share of the
Cauverywater. The neighbouring state has
argued that as per the Inter-State River
Water Disputes Act, Karnataka cannot build
the dam without the consent of the lower
riparian state, which is Tamil Nadu in this
Case.
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Mekedatu: Now, Karjol releases
documents to counter M B Patil

‘Padayatrais just a popularity
contest among Cong leaders’

BEMCALURLL. DHNS

ater Resources Min-
ister Govind Karjol
on Monday released

anpther document to buttress
his claim that the Congress
delayed the Mekedat project
when itwasin power.
Speaking to mediapersons
in Bagalkot, Karjol said the
then law minister T B Jay-
achandra had sent a note segk-

ing approval for the project in
2013. The note urged the Ch
o approve permission for the
project, while noting that the
projectis significant to address
drinking water needs and also
tnovercome powershortage in
thestate,

This note was later approved
by the then chief minister Sid-
daramaiah and then semt to
ME Patil, whowasthe thenwa-
ter resources minister, ~ Even

GOVIND KARJOL
Minister, Water Resources

The then chief minister Siddaramaiah
gave his approval to note sent by then
Law minister T B Jayachandra seeking ap-
proval for Mekedatu project in 2013, The CM
then sent it to then water resources minister

M B Patil. Patil failed to act on it. When so many approvals
were given, why didn't Congress begin work on Mekedatu?

then, Patil failad to act on it.
When so many approvalswere
given, why dido’t the Congress
beginworkon Mekedatu,” Kar-
jolasked.

Reiterating that the Con-
gress padayatra is politically
maotivated, Karjol alleged that
the whole campaign was just
a popularity contest among
Congress leaders and that

there was no larger interest of
the state involved.

Last week, Karjol released
documents to claim that after
proposing 4G exemption un-
der KTPF for preparation of
the DPR for the project, the
Congress government later
decided to identifv an agency
and go for tender process, in
spite of the exemption.

‘Govt ad irresponsible’
Meanwhile, launching an
attack on the BIP, Patil ques-
tioned the government on
the advertorials on Mekedaru
project recently published in
a section of the print media.
The advertorial was critical
of the “delays™ in moving
files during the Congress
EOVETTITIENE.

“Considering that the Me-
ledatu project is a sensitive
matter which has many legal
tangles, the government ad-
vertorial is irresponsible. This
act by the government needs
to be thoroughly investigated
by the Chiel Secretary, Advo-
cate General and it has to be
investigated byaretired judge,”
he said.
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Two SC judges pull out of Krishna water case

Justice Chandrachud hails from Maharashtra, Justice Bopanna is from Karnataka

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Justices D.Y. Chandrachud
and A.S. Bopanna of the Su-
preme Court on Monday re-
cused themselves from hear-
ing a dispute among the
States of Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka on
the allocation of the Krishna
river water.

Justice Chandrachud said
both he and Justice Bopanna

Justices A.S. Bopanna and D.Y. Chandrachud.

had had a word with each
other earlier in the day and
decided to withdraw from

hearing the case. Justice
Chandrachud is from Maha-
rashtra and Justice Bopanna

2 SC judges pull out of
Krishna water case

hails from Karnataka.

Justice Chandrachud ex-
plained to the lawyers pre-
sent that they had noticed
that judges similarly placed
like them — hailing from the
States in dispute — had re-
cused themselves from the
case. “We do not want to be
targets of invective,” he con-
veyed their decision.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8

Some of the lawyers pointed
out that the court had been
hearing the dispute for the
past two to three years. The
Bench, however, ordered the
court registry to place it be-
fore a Bench in which neith-
er Justices Chandrachud nor
Bopanna were members af-
ter getting the consent of the
Chief Justice of India.

The hearing had seen ver-

bal battles among the States,
with Telangana submitting
that there was no informa-
tion from Karnataka for the
past 14 years about how
much water it had diverted.
In turn, Karnataka had ar-
gued that a lot of water was
going to waste and there was
a need to harness it for irri-
gation and to replenish dry
regions.
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