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Special focus on
Palamur: KTR

Vows to fight for state’s share of water

Jagga slams KCR
over water issue

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 10

IT minister K.T. Rama
Rao said that the TRS
government will fight
not just with Andhra
Pradesh government
but even God to get its
justifiable share of
water from Krishna
river.

Rama Rao on
saturday launched a
slew of development
programmes in
Narayvanpet district.

Addressing a public
meeting, he stated
that the state govern-
ment will speed up
Palamur-Ranga Red-
dy lift irrigation sche-
me for utilising Krish-
na water to irrigate
the erstwhile Ma-
habubnagar district.

He said that Chief
Minister K. Chandra-
shekar Rao has laid
special focus on comp-
leting the Palamur RR
project within a vear.

“The CM focussed
on the Kaleshwaram
project in the past
three vears. Due to his
untiring efforts, the
world's largest lift
irrigation project Ka-
leshwaram could be
completed in a record
time. Now, he has
shifted his focus to
the Palamur RR proj-
ect. This will meet irr-
igation and drinking

DC
CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 10

TPCC working presi-
dent and Sangareddy
MLA T. Jayaprakash
‘Jagga' Reddy criti-
cised Chief Ministers
K. Chandrashekar
Rao and Y.5. Jagan
Mohan Reddy for
spreading hatred
among people from
the two Telugu states,

The TRS and YSRCP
governments created
Krishna water issue
for gaining political

mileage, he said. The
hatred was such that
now reference letters
by elected representa-
tives from Telangana
were being summari-
Iy dismissed by
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam (TTD)
authorities, he
opined.

speaking to report-
ers, Javaprakash Red-
dy said that tension is
escalating  between
the two states as
Chiefl Ministers had
failed to sort it out
amicably.

water needs of the
south Telangana dist-
ricts,” Rama Rao said.

He pointed out that
MNaravanpet district
borders Karnataka
and asked people
whether any of the
schemes being imple-
mented in Telangana
were being imple-
mented in Karnataka.

“BJP leaders criti-
cise the TRS govern-
ment day in and day
out. Neighbouring
Karnataka is ruled by
BJE I challenge the

BJP leaders to show
at least one scheme
that is being imple-
mented in Karnataka,
which is better than
Rythu Bandhu, Rythu
Bima, 24x7 free power
to agriculture, unin-
terrupted supply to
all sectors, Mission
Bhagiratha, Mission
Kakativa, 2BHK
scheme. Even if they
show one scheme bet-
ter than Telangana, 1
will never comment
against BJE" Rao
said.



MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 10

The state government in
coordination with Hyde-
rabad Road Development
Corporation Limited and
irrigation department has
decided to construct 14
check dams on the Musi
River, replicating the one
on the Himayatsagar. The
idea is to maintain water
levels at sufficient levels so
as to create boating facili-
ties at 14 locations, all of
which ought to be clean.
During a meeting chaired
by Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao,
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‘TurnING | POINT | Telangana plans stench-free spots in order to attract tourists

14 dams, boating facilities on Musi

instructions also given to
the Hyderabad Metropol-
itan Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (HMWS&SB)
to lay emphasis on the con-
struction of the 14 dams and
ensure that the water
would be stench-free given
that the spots have the
potential to attract tourists.

Officials were told that
the state government would
rope in bankers, financers
and agencies to undertake
construction of the project.

Besides, there is a propos-
al to construct several
bridges across the Musi
and the Esa. The idea was
first proposed when the

THE GOVERNMENT has
now decided to construct
15 bridges across the Musi
and the Esa, one of which
would be the bridge near
Salar Jung Museum

government decided to
shelve the iconic bridge
project near Salar Jung
Museum for financial rea-
sons. The government has
now decided to construct 15
bridges across the Musi
and the Esa, one of which
would be the bridge near
Salar Jung Museum that
can provide space to about
300 hawkers who would be

displaced from Charminar.
The authorities have also
prepared a detailed project
report and decided to take
up the project at a cost of
T231.5 crore.

The government later on
asked officials to bring the
cost of the pedestrian
bridge down to T40 crore
and prepare a proposal for
another 14 across Musi.
The officials prepared pro-
posals to construct an icon-
ic pedestrian bridge at
Afzalgunj costing ¥40 crore
and high-level bridges at
the following places: miss-
ing link corridor no. 99
(cost: T30 crored,

Ibrahimbagh causeway
(T24.50 crore); Suncity to
Chintalmet (power corri-
dor) on the Esa river (219,10
crore) and one connecting
Inner Ring Road (IRR) with
Kismathpur road on the
Esa at Bandlaguda Jagir
(19.10 crore)

The project proposes
high-level bridges at
Moaosarambagh and
Chaderghat both costing
230 crore, as well as a new
bridge parallel to the exist-
ing bridge at Attapur at 346
crore.

= Page 2: Two bridges
planned to Budvel



STATE BUREAU
NARAYANPET

Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Minister KT Rama Rao said
the Telangana government
would complete the Pala-
muru Ranga Reddy Lift Trri-
gation Scheme (PRLIS), ir-
respective of any hurdles, to
transform lands in erstwhile
Palamuru into fertile ones.
The Telangana govern-
ment would take all meas-
ures to ensure that not a sin-
gle drop of water from its
rightful share islost, he said,
adding, “Not just Andhra
Pradesh, if required, we will
fight with the god to provide
River Krishna water to erst-
while Palamuru,”
Participating in the Pat-
tana Pragathi programme
here on Saturday, the Minis-
ter said there was a public
hearing scheduled on Au-
gust 10 regarding land ac-
quisition for the Palamuru
Ranga Reddy Lift Irrigation
project. “There are a few
people who will create hur-
dles for welfare and devel-
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Will go all out for
PRLIS, says KTR

Says State government will ensure Krishna water comes to erstwhile Palamuru

Y

MA&UD Minister K'T' Rama Rao at Pattana Pragathi programme in Narayanpet on Saturday.

opment programmes by fil-
ing cases and false state-
ments. But if you want suffi-
cient water, then turn up for
the public hearing and ex-
press your views,” Rama
Raotold residents.

He wanted the local
sarpanches and ZPTC mem-
bers to take initiative and
present their versions at the

public hearing. He pointed
out that the Karivena reser-
voir works were nearing
completion and once it was
ready, sufficient water will
be made available to 1.05
lakh acres in the district.
The Minister said no State
in the country can match
Telangana in terms of wel-
fare and development pro-

grammes. Karnataka was
just 10 km away from
Narayanpet. Rama Rao
asked the people to enquire
if Rythu Bandhu, Rythu
Bima, Kalyana Lakshmi, free
power supply to farmers
and other welfare pro-
grammes were being taken
up in the neighbouring
State. (SEE PAGES 2,5)
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Public hearing on PRLIS in
six districts on August 10

STATE BUREAU

Hyderabad

The Telangana State Pollu-
tion Control Board

(TSPCB) has issued sepa-
rate notifications to conduct
public hearings on August
10 at 11 am in six districts to
seek opinion from people in
connection with the pro-
posed second phase canal
network under Palamuru-
Rangareddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme (PRLIS).

The public hearing will be
conducted at Brundavan
Gardens on Kodangal Road
in Vikarabad, MPP office in
Hanwada village in Ma-
habubnagar and Anam
Venkat Reddy Gardens in
Veldanda in Nagarkurnool.

In Narayanpet, the public
hearing will be organised at
Anjana Gardens function
hall. The hearing in Ran-
gareddy and Nalgonda dis-
tricts will be conducted at
Sri Venkateswara function
hall at Chowni Padakal
crossroads in Talakonda-
pally village and in a func-
tion hall on Devarakonda
Road in Kondamallepally

Telangana State
Pollution Control
Board invites
suggestions, views
on the proposed
project works

village in Nalgonda district,
respectively.

In the environmental
public hearing notification,
the board has mentioned the
details of the project name,
address and consultant’s in-
formation along with the
site and officer to be con-
tacted and project capacity
among others for the con-
venience of people.

PRLIS Chief Engineer V
Ramesh said, “It’s a statu-
tory thing as we already
have terms of reference.
Thus, separate notifications
were issued for public hear-
ing to get environment
clearance,” he said. Follow-
ing directions from the Min-
istry of Environment and
Forests, the TSPCB is con-
ducting the public hearing,

In the notification, the
TSPCB environmental engi-
neet said the Irrigation and
Command Area Develop-
ment (I and CAD)| depart-
ment has proposed PRLIS
for lifting of 90 TMC of
flood water in 60 days dur-
ing flood season from the
foreshore of Srisailam reser-
voir and canal network will
be developed from reser-
voits to create irrigation to
up land areas of Na-
garkurnool, Rangareddy,
Narayanpet, Mahabubna-
gar, Vikarabad and Nalgo-
nda districts for an ayacut of
12.30 lakh acres.

Suggestions, views and
objections of the public, if
any, were also invited
within 30 days from the
date of publication of the
notification from all per-
sons including bonafide
residents, environmental
groups and others located
at the project site.

The persons concerned
can also submit written sug-
gestions to TSPCB. Inter-
ested persons can take part
in the proceedings of the
public hearing on August 10.
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Heavy rain likely
in districts: IMD
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Youngsters pose on a breezy Saturday at
Hussain Sagar. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

With a few spells of rain at
isolated places in the city,
Hyderabad experienced a
breezy Saturday. The max-
imum temperature of the
city remained 32.6 degrees
Celsius, whereas the mini-
mum temperature
recorded on Saturday was
22.9 degrees Celsius. Cher-
lapalli received the maxi-
mum rainfall in the city, of
2.8 mm.

According to the forecast
by Telangana State Devel-
opment Planning Society,
Hyderabad will witness
light to meoderate rain at iso-
lated places for the next
couple of days. The maxi-
mum temperature in the
city is expected to be
around 33 degrees Celsius
to 35 degrees Celsius, while
the minimum temperature
will range between 24 de-
grees Celsius and 26 de-
grees Celsius.

As of July 9, Telangana
received 262.4 mm average

rainfall in July, whereas the
normal rain expected was
189.5 mm. On Saturday,
Bantwaram, Vikarabad re-
ceived the maximum rain-
fall in the State, of 52 mm.,
Several other districts in-

cluding Mahabubabad,
Bhadradi Kotthagudem,
Karimnagar, ‘Warangal

(Rural), Jagtial and San-
gareddy also received
heavy rainfall.

The Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD), Hy-
derabad, has issued a two-
day Orange warning for July
11 and 12, for many districts.
According to IMD, heavy to
very heavy rain, accompa-
nied with lightning is likely
to occur at isolated places in
Nirmal, Nizamabad, Ra-
janna Sircilla, Bhadradri
Kothagudem, Jangaon, Sid-
dipet, Adilabad, Komaram
Bheem Asifabad, Mancher-
ial, Jagtial, Karimnagar, Ped-
dapalli, Jayashankar Bhu-
palpally, Mulugu, Warangal
(Rural), Warangal (Urban),
Vikarabad and Mahabubna-
gar districts.
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Haryana govtaims to reduce
groundwater depletion by 507

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 10 JULY

The Haryvana government
aims to reduce the ground-
water depletion by at least50
per cent through the Union
Jal Shakti ministry's flagship
scheme Atal Bhujal Yojana
(ABY) related to recharge of
groundwater and improving
its quality.

In a presentation to the
Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
chief engineer and project
director Atal Bhujal Yojana
{Haryana, Sathir Singh Kadi-
an said as a part of the pro-
gram, community mobilisa-
tion and awareness activities
as wellas capacitybuilding of
stakeholders will take place.

Initially, the water securi-
ty plan of each village will be
prepared and the same will be
implemented over the next
four years. Under Atal Jal a total
ofl4 districts of Haryana will

be covered. That includes 36
groundwater stressed blocks
with atotal 1669 village coun-
cils. At the compilation of the
program, the state has a tar-
get to reduce the groundwa-
ter depletion by minimum 50
per cent, Kadian said.

He said Atal BhujalYojana
is a participatory groundwa-
ter management scheme sup-
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ported by the Central gov-
ernment and World Bank and
implemented bythe Haryana
government. The major objec-
tive of this scheme is to cre-
atethe Hydrogeological data
network of groundwater
resources in Haryana. Also, to
build community institutions
to manage the ground water
resources in the state.
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Southwest monsoon revives; IMD predicts widespread rainfall

NEW DELHI

THE southwest monsoon
revived on Saturday, with
easterly winds intensifying
and covering parts of Pun-
jab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, and Rajasthan.
The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said
that a low-pressure area s
likely to form over west-
central and adjoining
northwest Bay of Bengal
coasts by July 11. These
conditions will result in
widespread rainfall with

The IMD also said
lower-level easterly
winds from the Bay
of Bengal have ex-
tended northwest-
wards, making con-
ditions favourable
for the further ad-
vancement of the
monsoon.

The weather de-
partment has also
predicted heavy
rainfall from Satur-
day in several states
and Union Territo-
ries, including Kar-

Arabian Sea and
along and off the
Gujarat coast; Lak-
shadweep area and
along and off the
Kerala and Kar-
nataka coasts; south
Bay of Bengal,” the
department said.
The IMD has
sounded a red alert
in Kannur and
Kasaragod districts,
warning of ex-
tremely heavy rain-
fall. Meanwhile, an
orange alert has

vananthapuram, Kollam,
Pathanamthitta.

In Mumbai, the IMD has
issued an orange alert for
the Konkan region — Mum-
bai, Thane, Raigad, Ratna-
giri, and Sindhudurg — in-
dicating heavy to very
heavy rains at isolated
places for three days start-
ing July11.

Punjab will receive rain-
fall for three days starting
from July 10, and Chandi-
garh, Delhi, and West Uttar
Pradesh from July 11- 13.
Gujarat will see heavy rain-

isolated heavy rainfalls nataka, Kerala, Tamil and Nicobar Islands, under  the speed of 40-50 kmph been issued in Kottayam, falls on July 11, and coastal

along the west coast and Nadu, Maharashtra, Mad- the influence of the south- gusting to 60 kmph over Tdukki, Malappuram, & south interior Karnataka
adjoining peninsular India hya Pradesh, Odisha, Gu- west monsoon. southwest, west-central Kozhikode, and Kannur, for two days starting from

during the next four days. jarat, and the Andaman “Strong winds between Arabian Sea, northeast and a yellow alert in Thiru- July 11.



97L households to get tap water supply in 5 encephalitis- aﬁected States
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NEW DEL}[I

IN a short span of 22 months,
the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
has provided tap water supply
to more than 97 lakh house-
holds in 61 Japanese En-
cephalitis-Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (JE-AES) affected
priority districts in five states.
The five states with JE-AES-
affected priority districts are
Assam, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Ut-
tar Pradesh and West Bengal.
On August 15, 2019, when JJM
was announced, only 8.02 lakh

(2.67 per cent) households in
61 JE-AES-affected districts
across the five states had tap
water supply.

In the last 22 months, tap
water connections have been
provided to additional 97.41
lakh households in these dis-
tricts. "Now, 1.05 crore (35 per
cent) households have assured
tap water supply in JE-AES af-
fected districts. This 32 per
cent increase in household tap
water connections in JE-AES
priority districts is about 12 per
cent higher than the national
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average increase of 23.43 per
cent in tap water supply across
the country during the same
period,” the Ministry of Jal
Shakti said.

Specific funds for JE-AES-
affected priority districts are
allocated on the basis of
drinking water sources and
the extent of water contami-
nation.

JE-AES is a serious health
hazard. The disease mostly af-
fects children and young adults
which can lead to morbidity
and mortality. These infections

particularly affect malnour-
ished children of poor eco-
nomic backgrounds.

Union Minister for Jal
Shakti, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in his letters to the
Chief Ministers of these five
states has been constantly reit-
erating the Prime Minister's
emphasis on providing tap wa-
terto all households in JE-AES
affected districts, SC/ST ma-
jority villages and quality-af-
fected areas on priority in next
few months.

Among these five states, Bi-

har has performed well in pro-
viding tap water supply to rural
households in its 15 JE-AES
priority districts. On an aver-
age, 85.53 per cent tap water
connections have been pro-
vided in these districts. Na-
landa with 96 per cent tap wa-
ter supply connections,
followed by Saran and Gopal-
ganj with 94 per cent, Vaishali
and Siwan 91 per cent, Paschim
Champaran 84 per cent, and
Purvi Champaran 80 per cent
are the leading performersin
the state.
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