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Bifurcation issues
still haunt State

PM to visit TS for 10th time, yet most assurances unfulfilled

PS DILEEP
HYDERABAD

Bifurcation blues still haunt
the people of Telangana
more than eight years after
the State was created. Cour-
tesy the Centre’s apathy, a
majority of the promises
made in the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act have re-
mained unfulfilled.

Incidentally, the BJP nor
its government at the Cen-
tre are in the mood to even
mention them even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to visit Telan-
gana for the 10th time in the
last eight years.

Ever since the State was
formed on June 2, 2014, the
Centre has been dilly-dally-
ing with the promises, with
coordination meetings held
26 times to date only as a
formality. Rather than play-
ing the role of a big brother
and making efforts to re-
solve the inter-State dis-
putes, especially sharing of
assets, liabilities and water,
it has been giving free ad-
vice to both Telangana and
AP to resolve the con-
tentious issues amicably.

There has been no re-
sponse to multiple repre-
sentations submitted by
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao, Ministers
and officials to Prime Minis-
ter Modi, union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and other

Central Ministers. Among
the assurances given under
the AP Reorganisation Act,
none of them has been fully
resolved so far. The rail
coach factory promised to
be established at Kazipet
has been shifted to Gujarat
even after the Telangana
government allotted 150
acres for it.

Similarly, the proposal for
the steel plant at Bayyaram
has been scrapped citing the
poor quality of iron ore,
even after the State govern-
ment offered to support the
establishment of infrastruc-
ture for the mineral’s trans-
portation.

The Information Tech-
nology Investment Region
(ITIR), promised during the
UPA regime, has been
scrapped and the BJP gov-
ernment has not compen-
sated for the same nor has it
supported the upcoming I'T
parks in the State.

Similarly, though the
State government had allo-
cated land for the proposed

tribal university at Mulugu,
the Centre is yet to respond
to it. The mining university
promised to Telangana, too,
has been on the back burner.

The inter-State river
water disputes over the Kr-
ishna and Godavari are yet
to be settled. Telangana’s
Krishna river water share
has not been finalised, forc-
ing the Telangana govern-
ment to put its irrigation
projects on hold.

Further, the assurance to
accord national project sta-
tus to an irrigation project
— either the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation Scheme or
Palamuru Rangareddy Lift
Irrigation Scheme — was
also denied by the Centre,
claiming that it had taken a
policy decision not to ac-
cord national project status
to any irrigation projects in
the country. However,
shortly thereafter, the BJP
government accorded na-
tional project status to the
Upper Bhadra project in
Karnataka and later the
Ken-Betwa river linking
project in Madhya Pradesh,
both BJP-ruled States.

The division of several as-
sets, liabilities and institu-
tions listed under Schedules
9 and 10, between Telan-
gana and AP, is still pending.
The assurance to increase
the Telangana State Assem-
bly seats from 119 to 153 has
also been delayed.
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EXTRACTION STAGE
AT 60% IN 2022,
SAYS REPORT -+

India's stage of groundwater
extraction, which isthe
percentageofutilisation of )
groundwater against recharge,
has dropped from 61.6 per centin 2020 to
60.08 per centin 2022, according to the latest
report on the National Compilation of
Dynamic Ground Water Resources in India. In
2022, around 87 per cent of the annual
groundwater extracted — around 208.49
billion cubic metres (BCM) — was for
irrigation, and itwas around 89 per centin
2020. Only30.69 BCM, around 13 per cent of
the extraction, was for domestic and
industrial use in2022. In Delhi, Goa, Kerala,
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and
Chandigarh groundwater extraction for
domestic use was more than 40 per cent. The
report showed in Haryana, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and
Daman and Diu the stage of groundwater
extraction was higher than the national
average in 2022 atalmost 100 per cent, which
meantin these states annual groundwater
consumption was more than the annual
extractable groundwater resource, the report
said. In the states of Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, and Karnataka, and the Union
Territories of Chandigarh, Lakshadweep, and
Puducherry, the stage of groundwater
extraction was 60-100 per centin 2022, while
inthe restof India, itwas below 60 per cent.
SANJEEB MUKHERIEE

THE STATE OF INDIA’S GROUNDWATER
RESOURCES BETWEEN 2020 AND 2022

Total annual groundwvaterrecharge “ Annual

extraction ® Annual extractable resources (B(M)
= Stage of extraction (%)
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BCM: Billion Cubic Meters Source: National Compilation of
Dynamic ground water resources in India
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Source: National Compilation of Dynamic Groundwater
Resources in India-2022
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Five districts consume more groundwater
than is being recharged annually in capital

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI. NOVEMBER 10

FIVE OUT of Delhi’s 11 revenue
districts — New Delhi, North
Delhi, South Delhi, Southwest
Delhi and Shahdara — are ex-
tracting more groundwater than
is being recharged annually.

Of these, compared tothean-
nual recharge, New Delhi had
the highest annual extraction.
The stage of extraction, which is
the percentage of groundwater
extracted against what was
recharged, was around 121.41%
in New Delhi. This was followed
by South Delhiwith 116.25%.

The data was presented in
the Central Ground Water
Board's {CGWBE) recently re-
leased National Compilation on
Dyna-mic Groundwater
Resources of India report for
2022,

A stage of extraction more
than 100% is categorised by the
COWB as ‘overexploited’, The ar-
easwhere ground water is over-
exploited in Mew Delhi are
Chanakyapuri, Vasant Vihar and
Delhi Cantonment, while in
South Delhi, the areas are Hauz
Khas, Mehrauli and Saket, whers
extraction is more than annual
recharge. In North Delhi, Marela
was categorised as overex-
ploited.

Close to half of Delhi’s total
area —around 47.71% — hasbeen
categorised as ‘overexploited”,
The area has been divided into
34 tehsils, and 15 of these are
overexploited, while seven are
‘critical’, which means the stage
of extraction is 90% to 100%,

Of the districts, four are ‘crit-
ical’ — East, Northeast, Southeast
and West Delhi. Areas cate-
gorised as critical include Sarita
Vihar, Defence Colony, Kalkaji
and Mayur Vihar,

Much of the groundwater in
Delhi, around 80%, is being ex-
tracted for domestic purposes,

Much of the groundwater in Delhi, around 80%, is being extracted for domestic purposes, while around 200 is being
used for irrigation. Achive

DELHI’S GROUNDWATER SITUATION

Stage of groundwater extraction (%)
across 11 revenue districts
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Diata: Central Ground Water Board

while around 20/ is being used
for irrigation.

According to the data, over-
extraction of ground water is not

Overthe

EXPLAINED

Delhi’s stage of extraction
in 2020 was 100.4% (over-
exploited), which has now
turned ‘critical’ (98.16%),
The stage of extraction, ac-
cordingtothe 2007 report,
was even higher at 120,
The annual extraction, ac-
cording to this year’s re-
part, is 0,36 bom (billion
cubic metre), up from0.29
bem in the 2020 report,
and same as (.36 bem in
the 2007 report. The num-
berof overexploited tehsils
has fallen from 17 in the
2020 assessment to 15 this
year, while the number of
critical areas hasremained
thesameat 7.

the only problem. Some areas,
including Defence Colony and
Seelampur, were also found tobe
affected by arsenic, which can be
tostic, OF the tehsils, salinity was
anissue in 14, including Punjabi

Bagh, Rajouri Garden, Vasant
Vihar, Rohini, Patel Nagar and
Saraswati Vihar,

The report indicated that
both groundwater recharge and
extraction have seen anincrease
in Delhi as compared to 2020,

The report noted that the
overexploited assessment units
are mostly concentrated in the
northwestern parts of the coun-
try — Delhi, Punjah, Haryanaand
western Uttar Pradesh —where
“even though the replenishable
sources are abundant, there have
been indiscriminate with-
drawals of groundwater leading
o over-exploitation”,

The report attributes the in-
crease in extraction to the avail-
ahility of data. Data of around
12,000 private tubewells regis-
tered with the Delhi Jal Board
(DB] has been incorporated in
this estimation, it noted. On the
increase in the annual recharge
or the extractable groundwater,
from 0.29 bcm in 2020 to 0.37
bem this year, the report attrib-
uted it to an increase in piped
water supply resulting in “return

seepages”,
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Groundwater extraction this yr
down 6 bn cubic metres from 20
STAGE OF GROUNDWATER EXTRACTION

(in blocks, mandals and talukas)
M Safe(=70%) m Semi-critical (> 70% and =90%)

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER1Q

ANNUAL GROUNDWATER ex-
traction for irrigation, domestic
and industrial uses has come
down by about 6 billion cubic
metres (bcm) to 239 bem in
2022 from 2020, shows the lat-
est groundwater assessmentre-
port released by the Ministry of
Jal Shakti on Thursday:,

The report — National
Compilation on Dynamic Ground
Water Resources Of India, 2022 —
said: “The total annual ground-
water recharge for the entire
country as of 2022 has increased
by 1.29 bcm as compared to the
last assessment(2020). The total
annual extractable GW resources
has also increased by 0.56 bem.,
The annual groundwater extrac-
tion for irrigation, domestic and
Industrial uses has also decreased
by 5.76 bcm during this period.”

“About 87% of total annual
groundwater extraction i.e.
208.49 bcmis for irrigation use.
Only 30.69 bem is for domestic
and industrial use, which is
about 13% of the total extrac-
tion,” said the report.

The decrease in annual
groundwater extraction for irri-
gation, domestic and industrial
uses is broadly in line with the
similardecline in previous assess-
ments. Infact, the annual ground-
water extraction has seen a de-
cline since 2017 when it came
down 249 bcm from a record
high of 253 bem in 2013. Before
2013, the figure of annual ground-
waterextraction had seen an up-
ward trend: 231 bcm in 2004,243
bemin 2009 and 245 in 2013,

While no specific reasons

m Critical (> 90% and =100%)

M Over-Exploited (> 100%) M Saline

GEOGRAPHICAL UNITS
4427 1,057 270
' |
| 1,114
Total ,
6,965 97
2022
4780 885 260

i' 1,006
158

have been given in the report for
asharp decline in the extraction
of groundwater forirrigation, do-
mestic and industrial uses dur-
ing 2022, the report says, “These
variations are attributed mainly
to refinement of parameters, re-
finement in well census dataand
changing groundwater regime.”

The report shows the annual
groundwater recharge was as-
sessed at around 438 bem in 2022
— up from 436 bem in 2020 and
432 in 447. But this was lower
than the 447 bemannual ground-
water recharge assessed in2013.

Thereportalso states thatthe
monitoring of the groundwater
resources was affected by the

Total
7,089

Covid-19 outbreakin the country.

“In the years 2020 and 2021,
due to the outbreak of Covid-19
throughout the country, the field
activities of CGWB including
monitoring of water levels have
been severely affected. The water
levels could not be monitored for
consecutively two pre-monsoon
(April/May) seasons in the years
2020 and 2021. Also water levels
could not be monitored in some
statesduring November-2020 for
the same reason. Due to the un-
availability of water level data for
Pre-monsoon 2021, the analysis
of pre-monsoon water levels has
been done taking the 2022 water
level data,” the report said.
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